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The cutest trike you've
ever seen is Keith
Baker’'s Suzuki GS750
powered three wheeler.
It took Best Engineering
at the Olympia custom
show, of course

Lewis Collins” TV image
as tough guy Bodie of
The Professionals hides
a keen biker. Discover
what sort of heavy
metal turns him on
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Why buy a 250 single ﬂd 1
when Suzuki will sell .
you a 400 for less? i A AN
Thumping down the -t \fi'
road on a GN40OT
A

L *) | Four-stroke trials

magic at the annual
Talmag Trial — it
gets better every
year
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Probably the last thing you want to read
about n'ght now is revising for your ‘0’ Levels.
Itsa pretty dulisubject, possibly even alittle
depressing, but it needr’t be as boring as it seems.
. N ow, noone would ever suggest that ‘0’ Level
revision is a spectacularly exciting pastime, but it
can be made a lot more pleasant, and a lot easier.
when you know exactly what youre doing. '
And that’s \yhat Pan Study Aids are for,
There’s a Pan Study Aid book for every
one of fourteen‘O’ Level subjects from Human
Biology to British History. Each oneis written by
someone who not only teaches the subject, but has
actuallljy ?et ‘(l)l’ Level exams in it. ' ‘
aturally they know ex: 'he :
. :i::re urall r{g foz ow exactly what the exam-
achbook explains the whole syllabus
(and what it is designed to achieve).);zuidgs 32))1110u

through an efficient revision prog-
ramme which doesn't make excessive
demands on you, and helps you
through the exam process itself,
using previous papers to show
you what will be required of you.
They're easy tofollow and they do the
job. Andifyou've already come across
Brodie’s Notes on English Literature,
apart of the Pan Study Aids series,
you'll alreadly appreciate the notable
academic standards they adhere to.
Using Pan Study Aids is a lot easier
t]han ta}'{\"u})]g tomuddle through on the
day, which, as , Ce ery
hard on the nerves. youknow, canbe very
Doesn't that sound interesting?

. Because blind panic
wont see you through vour exams.

MANCHESTER

BELLE VUE
MAY 2-3-9

Tel_. 061 2311802

Tickets- ADULTS £1:50 KIDS(5-14)f1 (1free with every 12)
Tickets, Information & Exhibitors Forms S.A.E. Piease to:
Cheque/PO payable to:

ROD & CUSTOM SHOW
RO.BOX 77 STOCKPORT SK1 4LA

J650 fan

Dear Editor
@ [ would like to congratulate
you and your magazine on an
excellent test of the Yamaha
XJ650, a marvellous machine of
which I am a proud owner. It was
%urchased from B R Trott of
‘otnes, Devon, in December and
after a thousand miles of
motorway work I am unable to
find fault, bar a squeaky front
brake and Japanese tyres. It’s one
of the few ‘superbikes’ that I can
safely ride (due to short legs). I
traded in an R90S BMW for the
XJ650 and I feel sure that I shall
be as pleased with it after 10,000
miles as I am now!

A note of interest is that my
father owns the X]’s predecessor,
the XS750 with a Squire sidecar
attached, which has done several
thousand trouble-free miles,
which includes two or three trips
with passenger to the South of
France.

O G Williams
Glos

Gear for
girls

Dear Biker

@ In answer to Helen
Constantinou of Sheldon
(Problems, February) I would
just like to let Helen know that I
was in the same position myself.

I am all of 5ft 2in myself and take
a 3%2-4 shoe.

You say that you cannot get a
pair of motorcycle boots in size
four. Well you can (Wadding-
ton’s are the best bet).

I went to various shops and
they told me it wasn’t worth them
keeping a four in stock, so I
decided to look in Newport
(Shropshire). The first shop I
went to was not helpful and the
sale representation was of a poor
standard. Sa I went to another
shop where the sales
representation was first class.

ey had a size four in stock but
the only problem I had was that
the boot leg was too narrow, and
I could not get them fastened (my
legs aren’t that fat).

The man at the shop took them
to the cobbler and he put an elastic
gusset in each boot and added an
extra piece of leather on the back
of each boot.
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Now they are fantasticly
comfortable. As for clothing,
Belstaff do a range from S-XL
and leather jackets range from
32-36 chest (girls).

I don’t live far from the
Belstaff company and sometimes
they have a sale; perhaps you
could catch a train from
Birmingham to Stoke?

So Helen, if they try to fob you
off with some out-dated story
don’t listen just keep trying.

I'hope I have helped.

Mandi Key
Eccleshall

Nit picker

Dear Biker

@ With reference to the January
issue of The Biker, I would like to
comment on two articles.

First, about your Tour de
Force. You began by saying how
difficult the choice of machines
was, but that you finally opted
for the Goldie and Bee-Emm.
Well the Goldie’s alright if you
like that sort of thing but lets turn
our attention to that masterpiece
of German engineering, the
BMW RI00RS, referred to in
your article, along with the
Gold Wing, as ‘an answer to the
serious touring man’s prayer’.
Surely if serious touring is the
case then the machine to use is
the BMW R100RT, with the
upright touring screen on a wider
fairing, which would reduce the
head buffetting. The Police seem
satisfied with this type of fairing
gd all they do is ride about all

y.

Still, enough said on that. My
next grumble is that the Biker
Buys item about the paint sprayer
you refered to fron Horse as being
a Toyota van, but underneath is a
Eicmre of a superbly painted

ord Escort van: Who is the
imposter?

h, by the way, I think your
mag is the best buy on the shelf
and is always interesting, so I -
fo ive you for the tiny mistakes.

a final note, where can I
ixt a jacket the same as John
cDermott’s at a reasonable
price? I would like to advertise
your mag.
Ian Sanders
Worcs

PS How about some sponsorship?
I am starting to race a
radio-controlled VW Beetle, and

the way [ drive its usually on two
wheels — the back ones.

We couldn’t get an RT, the pic
wasn 't Iron Horse (sorry), which
of McEditor’s many jackets are
you referring to? and because it
took me half a day to sort out all
your questions, no we won 't
sponsor your Bug. So there.

Trivmph
pukcoc

Dear Ed

® D've just finished reading
Customs in your February 1ssue
— pretty good. Thought I'd drop
you a line though, before Mr
Nagy (naﬁ, nag, nag) sees your
pukcoc. His tasty low, black and
simple pride and joy happens to
have a Triumph T140V mill.

Anyone who knows his/her
Triumphs will tell you that it’s a
750, not a 650 as stated (who’s
Helen Norman, eh?) If Nag,
Nag’s bike is so good what
happened to the pix?

Anybody in the Bradford area
having trouble getting training is
welcome to ring us for details of
our training methods and
charges. .

or a great mag!
Dave Rosbroofr
¢/0 XS M/C Riding School
Bradford
Tel: Bradford 393782

To Oz
by Yam

Dear Biker
@ As yours seems to be the most
serious mag with touring in mind
I’d be very pleased if you could
give the following letter some
space.

I have a Yamaha XS850 and
find it perfect for really long
distance, very fast touring two

up.
pThis is OK in Europe, but my
next trip in a couple of months 1s
to Australia, slowly. The original
route was through the near east —
but the climate doesn’t seem too
hospitable to foreigners these
days so instead I’m planning to
follow the Nile, on down to
Kenya, and on down to South
rica.
I’'m the first to admit that the
850 might not be exactly ideal for

the dirt track roads I'll be
encountering — or is it? What I’'d
like to know is if any of your
many readers has experience of,
touring in Africa, and what were
the main problems encountered?
Also, what fairings and tyres have
riders found most compatible
with the 750 and 850 J)ams (mine
has a 750 headlamp shell on it at
the moment). I’ll be pleased to
refund postage to all replies.
Personally, ’'m surprised the
XS850 hasn’t received more
acclaim. Coming from a Norton I
was worried about the handling
once I really started scratching —
but she’s turned out to be the
only Jap bike I’ve ever ridden
that handles as well as the Norton
(RIP — a lovely bike) used to.
Cheers,
David O’Neill
642 Wilmslow Road
Didsbury

Rotax on the
road, please!

Dear Biker

® The Up Front for February.
Nice to see us British doing
something, thank you Armstrong.
Their refreshingly fast looking
250s are just the thing to inject
that much needed life blood into
the sport.

Now Mr CCM and Mr
SFondon, think ahead and think
of us road bikers. Take the
Spondon for example, de-tune
the engine, add a nice air filter
and road exhausts, soften the seat
up and put good lighting on.

ow look what we have, the only
250 or 350 tandem twin on the
road; eat your heart out Ducati.
Add a nice fairing and adjustable
bars, rear seats etc and we have
our own version of the Ducati
Pantah. Makes your mouth water
doesn’t it. OK, CCM, its up to
you and the others. Who will be
first?

Terry Stoe
BFPO 44

Sad

Dear Ed

@ After reading the letter about
girls in ads I looked right through
the mag. There wasn’t one in it!
Scott Ealghesh

Walkerburn
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Achilles
ACU Stamped.
BS 2495:77

THERMOPLASTIC

See the fullrange
of Stadium
Accessories on
Stand No.202 at
the N.E.C.

The. ‘Achilles’ is Stadium’s latest glass-fibre helmet. The
Anti-Mist face mask covers the nose and mouth, forces warm
ex.haled air away from the visor keeping the visor clear of
mist. Stadium helmets are known throughout the world for
c'oqurt and quality and are worn by many leading sports
riders, including Neil Hudson and Graham Noyce.

Thg ‘Scorpion Cross' is another new glass-fibre development
designed primarily for Motocross, also fully approved

for road use,

Whatever your needs Stadium helmets are worth

loopive
ooking into. GLASS FIBRE - all to BS 2495:77

#

Project 7
BS 5361
ACU Approved.

Project 9
BS 5361

ACU Stamped.

Lynx
BS 5361
ACU Stamped

Achilles Scorpion Cross Phoenix
ACU Stamped. ACU Stamped. RAC/ACU Stamped.

Stadium Limited. Queensway, Enfield, Middlesex EN3 4SD

DON'T know why I'm smiling because
this is a sad moment for me. Having been
‘ead ‘itter of The Biker for the first year of

its life, I'm leaving. But before you start
applauding, let me say that I'll still be around
lurking in the shadows and leaping out at you
once in a while. | have been appointed
American Editor and that's a job that cannot
be done from the office in London. It was a
difficult decision, swapping Waterloo for
California, my rusty Alfa for a Corvette Sting-
ray and weekends in Battersea Park for visits
to Mexico, Las Vegas and the Pacific Ocean
but, as you'll appreciate, someone has to do
it. | guess I'll just have to grin and bear it.

The man who takes over as cruel supremo
of the punishment block known as The Biker
office is Peter Watson, he of the blue and
white leathers, smoky visor and bravery that
could only be surpassed if Jimmy Carter
booked himself into the Holiday Inn, Tehran
for a fortnight. Any man who rides test bikes
at the MIRA circuit these days is of un-
questionable fortitude, but when he takes
lunch at the cafeteria there two days running,
my admiration is boundless. You'll be in good
hands.

My job will be to swan around the USA
looking for interesting bits and pieces to write
about — and there's plenty over there. The
current craze for factory customs shows how
much that place across the pond influences
motorcycling world-wide for starters. And
when it comes to more original customising,
restoration of antique bikes, huge rallies, well

FAREWELL «
MCEDITOR

organized clubs, new gizmos and up-and-
coming racers, few other places can rival the
north American lands. It must be worth a few
pages each month and | hope it adds another
dimension to the magazine.

One thing | would like to do while I'm over
there on the sunny West Coast is put together
a couple of tours for readers of The Biker. The
roads of Southern California, Nevada and
Arizona have to be seen and ridden to be
believed and it would be great fun to intro-
duce you to a biking holiday out there where
petrol, food and motels are cheap. So one of
the first things | want to do is put a package
together so you can come out and ride with
me through the deserts and forests of the
Western States. I'll let you know about cost,
dates, schedules and so forth through the
pages of the magazine as soon as | have them
but if you think it's the kind of vacation you'd
like, why not drop me a line now to The Bi-
ker’s Waterloo Road address? If you enclose
a stamped, self-addressed envelope | will
send you details as soon as | have them. Give
me a month or so to work it all out and I'Hl
send the gumpf explaining everything. Then
you can make up your mind if you want to
come over and take a two week ride with me
on my new patch.

»* » *

The Biker will celebrate its first birthday with
next month’s issue and the past year has
been tremendous fun for all of us on the
magazine. When we opened shop an awful

lot of people said we’'d never make it, that
there was no room for another motorcycle
magazine. Yet we are now the top-selling
monthly on the market, for which | have to
thank you. No doubt, with Pete in the chair,
the magazine will be different — and | have a
sneaky feeling that he’s going to make it bet-
ter. If he does I'll cancel my subscription
straight away and never talk to him again
{except maybe to grovel and plead that he
runs more of my stuff in each issue).

It only remains for me to say thank you
again for buying us and reading us and, by
way of suggestions and criticism, playing
your part in the construction and success of
The Biker. Now, have | got everything . . ?
Passport, air ticket, suntan lotion, put the
milk bottles out, switch the gas off at the
mains

waik
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DANGER: HM. Government Health Departmentss WARNING:
CIGARETTES CAN SERIOUSLY DAMAGE YOUR HEALTH

Tramp with his s

EN years of Custom Car

Shows, and at last the bi-

kers got a decent deal at
[Mympia as January gave way to
February. | knew it would be
waorth setting fire to Alexandra
FHace all along.

Yet if the bikes were properly
displayed there wasn’'t all that
much to get excited about. A
neat ‘62 Matchless 650 CSR
twin lowrider with back-to-front
head threw a few people, and for
sheer cheek Roger Guest and
Stephen Studd’'s ‘48 Panther
250 digger stole the show. It
cost £235 to get together and
the Bury St Edmunds pair also
displayed three more machines
— 600cc Norton 19S and Ariel
350 NH singles as well as a

TrHumph tisvrder

e how

Honda 250 G5 chop. Let’s hope
they keep it up, for the Panther
was a miniature gem, with Puch
Maxi headlight and FS1-E fork.
Our particular show favourite
was Tramp's Triumph lowrider.
it features a high-ride motor in a
P&D lowrider frame with Smith
Brothers & Fetrow fork. Crank-
case is ‘59 pre-unit machined to
take a 750 Bonnie top end. Both
the gearbox and primary case
are Commando, with belt-drive.
Tramp was virtually still build-
ing the bike as we spoke, but it
should soon be rumbling around
Hounslow. In among all the
chrome and gold plate you may
spot a superb deeply finned tim-
ing cover. That was all the man’s
own work. Thoughtful road

Below: the Bury St Edmunds Panther 250 digger

e
o
P
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nn and Gerry with his mean RC Hondu

ust Go On

machine details include C&G
wheels, S&W fork damper and
an hydraulic steering damper.
Worth a careful examination if
you spot it at another show.
Skirting a somewhat bilious
CBX custom called Pure Magic,
we lighted on something to
warm any street racer’'s heart.
Gerry Speechley’'s 900 Honda
four has been taken out to
1100cc courtesy of Russ Collins
and it now lives in an owner-
designed cantilever chassis rol-
ling on Dymag wheels. Black,
shiny and evil-looking, it made a
great change from all the Harleys
and those four-across-the-frame
lowriders which surrounded it.
Gerry was quite willing to pose
with his bike, but kept insisting

that Julieann Willett, hi
would look a lot better. Just

she showed up and she did
spotted her heading in the dir
tion of the quaintly christen
Custom Car/Olympus Cameras
Readers’ Tarts photographic
studio. Ho, hum.

With around 50 custom and
drag bikes on display the tenth
anniversary CC Show pretty well
buried all those ‘raw deal for bi-
kers’ stories. So it might seem a
little cheap to quibble over the
£2 entrance fee and that 50p for
a so-called Showguide. It was
fun. But if the show looks like
moving back to Ally Pally for
‘82, look out for a warm glow |
the sky shortly after Christma

Peter Wats

. Below: Skid’s b k-to-front Matchless
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All the latest ne
The Katanas Are Coming i

@ Although the main attraction at Suzuki's new model dealer launch
was the trio of silver spaceship Katanas — eight-valve 550, the
similar 650 four-cylinder shaft and sixteen-valve GSX1100S — there

were plenty of other goodies on show. At £1149, the superb little s

GSX400F 16-valve four, with its Katana-like black tank and black
chrome exhaust system, should make a few friends. There's also a
stock version of the 650 shaft called the GS650GT; it will sell for
£15625.

Those of you who've fancied a GSX400E now have more choice:
there's a cheaper, £899 version, coming in with wire wheels and a
semi-custom look. It's called the GSX400T, and should stimulate
400 twin sales. Custom kidz get a £409 fifty with stepped seat, high
bars, cast wheels and ZR50L on the side.

With no price yet available for the 1100 Katana, here in July or
August, the 550 will be £1420 and the 650 £1595. They'll be in the, .
shops — along with the other new models — in May. Roll on Spring i

Right: Suzuki’s new semi-custom GSX4047T

Radically-styled GSX 11008 Katana

Honda
Extravaganza

® Honda's 1981 line-up, with
23 new or updated models, was
shown to dealers early in Febru-
ary at the Wembley Conference
Centre in London. These new
offerings are: mopeds — NX50
Caren £287; NX50M Caren
(electric start) £314; PAS50
Camino £250 approx; PX50 no
price yet. Commuters/Learners
— CB125T £695; CG125K
£525; CD200T Benly £709;
CB250N Super Dream £920; l

1100’s instrumentation

CB250N Super Dream Deluxe
£959; CM250T Custom no
price yet. Trail bikes — XL100S
£575; XL125S £670; XL185S
£715; XL250S £945. Sports
machines — CB400ON Super

Honda’s sporty 300F2 with stock fairing

panniers and top box) £2999. their machines means that all

Dream £1125; CBI90OOF £2175;
CB900F2 £2399; CBX no price
yet. Touring machines — CX500
£1385; GL1100 Deluxe
Limited Edition (includes fairing,

Off-road trikes — ATC70 £395;
ATC110 £650; ATC185S
£850; CT125 Farm Bike no
price yet.

Honda’s new policy of pricing

prices shown include delivery
charge and VAT, a move that
was applauded by all dealers
who attended the Honda
Extravaganza.

Back with a
bang

® When we previewed Kawa-
saki's new flagship, the fuel-
injected GPz1100, back in
December we knew it was going
to be fast. The Big K is making a
real effort to re-establish the Z1
derivatives as the top perfor-
mance machines. At 201b (9kg)
lighter than last year's Z1000
Mk2 and with 108bhp on tap it
should scare a few GSX1100s.
Now the really good news; it's
cheaper than last year's fuel in-
jector at £2299.

The rest of the range is also
competitively priced. The
Z1100A1 comesinat £2199 as
the replacement for the
Z1000ST. Again it's lighter and
gets air suspension front and
back. The latest Z1000 is the J
with a capacity of 998cc and an
output of 102bhp; it costs
£2049. The only other 1000 is
the LTD with a softer 92bhp
motor and all the usual pseudo-
custom trappings It will sell,
amazingly, for the same as the
GPz1100 — £2299.

In the middleweight stakes the
GPz550 comes over like a mini
1100. Hardly any chrome, a
black engine plus black chrome
pipes and 58bhp for £1499.

Probably the most significant
new models from Kawasaki are
the Uni-Trak AE and AR mopeds
and 80cc bikes. As described in
our February issue, they look
really sharp in either trail or
roadster versions. The mopeds
are priced at £419, the 80cc
versions at £459.

Tel: New Milton (0425)
It's not only in bad weather that you appreciate the I Biease send iterature ana
benefits of riding behind one of our fairings, once you have A

tried it you will not want to ride an unfaired lbikedaga(ijn. Being l NAME _
sheltered out of the slipstream leaves you relaxed and
comfortable which is essential if you are touring and it helps l ADDRESS .

you to enjoy commuting. l
There are many good reasons why you should only
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ACCESSORIES LTD
ane Stem Lane. New Milton, Hants BH25 5SNW.
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the name of my Rickman dealer

choose a Rickman fairing so drop into your nearest Rickman l

dealer or send in the coupon with a large SAE and let us

demonstrate our quality and choice of styles.

APRIL 1981

l_Make & Model
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No. not a TZ Racing Yamaha but an RD250/350 LC.
Equipped with Seat, Fairing and Expansion Chambers

—'———7 T——- modelled on equipment used for racing but designed
and manufactured specifically for the LC models.

Seat fits on to all standard fittings and is Fairing,  accepts standard  headlight
supplu_ad with detachable panel to convert supplied complete with nylon coated fittings
from single to dual seat. and race style handlebars.
Price £59.80 + VAT Price £89.95 + VAT
A II

Expansion chambers, street legal. offering
unrestricted ground clearance and race

S P&P and insurance: Fairi £6.00; e l' u ' l .ce
track appearance. Will improve perf ce. aiing 00: Seat p
withoor prove performance £3.20; Expansion chambers £3.50. Any g l *

modification to engine or combination £6.00 il

i stancet - ok 2t T2 VAT COME AND SEE ALL OUR PRODUCTS, OUR PRICE DI RECT TO YOU ONLY £55.00 !

HARRIS 6 Marshgate industrial Estate. Hertford, Herts, SG13 7AQ. 5 - -, BIRMINGHAM MOTORCYCLE SHOW,
Tel: Hertford 51600 or 58461 =  APRIL 17th-25th.

Last month we ran a Product Test of the Separate volume controls for each - o

Sonic ICF Intercom system, an accessory we person o

consider virtually indispensable if you e oW

regularly ride two up. In his report, John 100% British made 4
McDermott, who has used the intercom for ’

over five years, said: ‘My own Sonic set has

been used at speeds up to 85mph with Waterproof, rugged and reliable

absolutely clear reception . . The
advantages of using an intercom system are The intercom is fully screened against
/f:’o“R'“-- i manyfold . . . All of my passengers have interference
- . said how mu%h morse pleasure thﬁy get from
being in touch . . . Sonic prove that a
’ ™, pleasgure shared is a pleasure doubled.” So :;gerZa-lren(s):rtvhic%uarantee and
*, we decided to back up our recommendation
" with a bulk purchase of Sonic intercoms that

allows you to save over £10 on the unit’s
normal price. .

The regular price of the Sonic ICF Intercom
is £65.55 but we are offering them for just
£55 — and that includes VAT, post, packing

Full refund of money if not completely
satisfied

To order, simply fill in the coupon below and
send it in to the address shown. |f you do

* % O % % % ot

Ideal for touring. Safer, more

‘ and transit insurance. What's more, if you pleasurable travel not want to cut your issue, then write your
are not completely satisfied with the system, requirements on your own paper, enclose a
we will refund your money in full. The Sonic * Buy from The Biker and save more cheque /PO for £565 made out to The Biker
factory back up each sale with an excellent than £10 Sonic Offer. Allow 15 days for delivery.
after-sale service and full 12-month U S . -
guarantee, so,.by buying through The Biker, r |
S - you are at no risk whatever. Take a look at | to The Biker Sonic Offer, 117 Waterloo Road, London SE1 |
'm;:j e the features offered: | Please supply the following Sonic ICF Intercoms: |
_ - - | |
* Easily fits full-face and open-face | Open-face / Open-face Name ..... A o
helmets | @ £55 each |
| Full Fullt Address ... ............ |
. . it ull-face / Full-face
i * No cutting or alterations needed to fi : @E55each =
P iy S - FGR INFORMATION CONTACT REGINA INTERNATIONAL Y Easily interchanged between heimets | Opendace/Fullface o |
REG'N A CHAN 6 Burghley Place, Marsham Way, Gerrards Cross, Bucks. Tel: 02813 89299. = @ £55 each |
: T : At the legal speed limit conversation . T™BA81 |
N o DBTR'B.UTORS . ) * and music can be heard clearly | Cheque/POs enclosed totalling £ ... |
u ) Partak Limited. Blackburn 661116 Comerfords Limited. Thames Ditton 01-398 5531
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10 Albany Road, Granby Industrial Estate

Comet Handlebar Fairings

All fairings fitted free of
charge in Weymouth.
Telephone now for
catalogue and
arrangements o

Weyrnouth, Dorset. Tel: Weymouth (03057) 72329. fit the fairing of

N

your choice.

On these models the screen is tinted as
standard and we also provide indicators,
bulbholders, necessary wires and clear
headlight cover. The bulbholder accepts
the standard motorcycle indicator bulb.
The fittings are of the universal type and
mount the fairing very rigidly.

f"—‘\

Comet
Cruiser

Rectangular
Headlight
GSX/XS81100, 1300 Kaw. CB250RS

Both the Cruiser models have a longer
screen with a moulded flip-up. They
should be fitted so that the rider is just
looking over the top of the screen. These
models are also wider to give more hand
protection on the larger machines.

£53 + VAT 15% Ex Works

Access and Barclaycard accepted. Y

T~

Standard Comet
£50 + VAT 15%
. Ex Works

Comet Cruiser
£53 + VAT 15% Ex Works

To fit this fairing it is necessary, in most
cases to remove the standard mirrors.
The mirrors shown in the photograph,
fitted to the Comet Cruiser, are an
optional extra which will fit the complete
range. £7 each

CHAMPIONS OF THE 1980
SEASON

As CLIVE HORTON
PETER HUBBARD
used  DAVID KITCHENER
by STEVE CLARKE
KEITH COUSINS/STEVE
these BROCKWELL (Sidecar Winners of BMCRC

& Clubmans Champ 1980)

top IAN SMITH rd 400 € Prouay)
. ROB WELMAN e 400 protay
riders  COLIN POLE e oot & x0 prosars

A FEW FACTS ABOUT EBC: —

1 EBC are the largest manufacturers of bike disc pads in Europe.
EBC are now the fastest selling Wet Weather Pads in the UK.

2
3 EBC disc pads are made to fit the largest range of bikes in the world.
4

EBC are the only company ever to use the same materials for sales
to road bikes as suppled to the Road Racers
5 EBC are the most widely used pads in the UK by production racers.
‘Refers to new 054 formulation.

TURBO KITS
FOR STREET OR
TRACK

Available for the Honda 2507400 Dream/Super Dream range, at
only £346 plus VAT

Orders are now being taken for early delivery.

These kits use the smallest turbocharger in the world, with a built-in
wastegate.

All kits supplied are complete, nothing extra is needed, no engine
modifications are required.

All kits are guaranteed for 6 months.

We currently produce kits for 21000 and GS1000 and CBX1000
motorcycles. We are. however, contemplating increasing our range of
turbo charged motorcycles to accommodate a much wider range.
Therefore, if you have a four-stroke motorcycie of 250cc or over which
you would like to turbo charge. then please give us a ring

JOCK KERR MOTORCYCLE
DEVELOPMENTS LTD.

SWAINS FACTORY, CRANE MEAD, WARE, HERTFORDSHIRE
Telephone: WARE (0920) 66268
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Front end is very street digger

Pilot’s view; handling should be fun

=Y

Fender supports feature moulding

Julian Ryder encounters a British designed and built trike

NE thing you don’t see a

lot of in the UK is good

quality custom trikes.
There's the odd imported Stires
or Wil-Mac kit using VW engine,
butwhen did you last see a really
original example of the custom-
iser's art with three wheels
keeping it off the deck?

If you passed through the
doors of the Olympia show
reported on page 9 of this issue
you'd have seen one — Keith
Baker's Pear/ Turkey. A self con-
fessed Harley fiend, Keith used a
Suzuki GS750 motor in a totally
original chassis plus American
fork and front wheel and a back
axle from, of all things, an Austin
A40 to produce the stunning
shape you see in Michael Bailie's
photos.

Starting at the front, Keith
used a 21 inch C&G front wheel
with mini drum and a set of six
inch over springers from Califor-
nia Cycle Works. CCW, by the
way, do a lot of machining work
for Arlen Ness, which probably
explains the resemblance bet-
ween their fork and Mr Ness's
item. To add a classy touch the
springs were gold plated by
Action Plating.

The tank keeps the street dig-
ger styling going, but it's at the
back end that things start to get

really interesting. A local scra-
pyard was deprived of an A40
rear axle for the princely sum of
£5. Two inches were taken out
of each half shaft and the nose
shaved off the differential. A slot
was cut in the housing to allow
the chain to pass through and
small plates welded either side to
keep things nice and stiff.

As the whole bike is a bit of an
experiment (more of that later),
when he tried to line up the
sprockets Keith found that he
should not have kept the rear
axle symmetrical. You can’t win
them all. Nevertheless the whole
thing is properly lined up overall.
but Keith’'ll know better next
time.

The fenders are standard flat
steel items with extra sections
welded in. Take a look at the
flowing lines of the fender stays
and the rear of the frame. Like
something out of a Roger Dean
record cover aren’t they? Keith
keeps a baseball bat handy in
case anybody tries to sit on
them. The rear wheels are 10 x
15 inch AREs carrying 50 profile
BF Goodrich radials. Very im-
pressive.

The curvy pipes were fabri-
cated by Mike the Pipe in Sutton
and sundry other parts like the
Jammer  Products footpegs

came off the shelf at Southern
Cycles, the bike offshoot of Cal-
brook Cars who also happen to
be the UK importers of Metal-
flake paint. Keith happens to
manage Southern Cycles and be
an accomplished paint sprayer.

Naturally he applied the paint
himself. It's a Metalflake UK mix
called Black Cherry. There are
quite a few vehicles running
around wearing that shade at the
moment. in fact Keith was get-
ting a little hacked off with
spraying it all the time when we
were down to see him.
Nevertheless, it's a beautiful
deep colour set off brilliantly by
the pearl highlights and gold
leaf, which Keith also applied
himself.

Even though Keith hadn’t got
final details such as the chain
tensioner and chainguard on the
trike when we called just before
the Olympia show, he got things
together to take the Best Engin-
eering award in the bike section.
Well deserved too, 1'd say.

More good news is that
Southern Cycles, in the persona
of Keith Baker, are going to be
building trike chassis for sale
based on the experience gained
putting Pear! Turkey together.
The plot is that for around £230

you'll be able to buy a chassis.

Haul in your own engine and
axle and Southern Cycles will cut
the diff around and shorten the
halfshafts to suit. Keith reckons
on about £60 for that work.

There will be one significant
difference between the produc-
tion frame and Pear/ Turkey —
rear suspension. Leaf springs
and lever arm shock absorbers
will be used. The shocks are
used on Morris Minors and only
cost a few quid brand new but
pennypinchers can go back to
the scrapyard.

Again, Southern Cycles will do
as much or as little of the work
needed as you want. |f you can’t
wait, Pearl Turkey is up for sale.
Ring Keith on Leatherhead
78000 and mention a figure in
the region of £2500. Not
a bad price seeing how some-
thing like five months” work, a
lot of it from first principles, went
into the trike.

If you fancy a trike or some
imported bits for a Harley write
to Keith Baker at Southern Cyc-
les, Commerce Estate Kingsto
Road, Leatherhead, Surrey.
Keith stocks Jammer parts,

IS planning to manufacture
frames for bikes as well as
trikesand of course he ca
take on most paint jobs
you'd care to mention.

APRIL 1981

o

Keith on Enola Gay, his 80
cubic inch Panhead which
won Best Streetbike in the
1980 Custom Car Show

Left: The A40 back axle and
diff with two inches out of
each half-shaft and diff’s
cover cut about

Above: Gold leaf and pearl
highlights set off the Black
Cherry base colour superbly
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ABERDEEN
SHIRLAWS GARAGE
6771 The Green
024 248%
BEDFORDSHIRE
BRYANTS

2 Shortmend Street

Begleswade
0757 313108

B W MOTORCYCLES
100.2 High Street
Houghton Regis
Ounstabie 606713
BERKSHIRE
MOTORCYCLE CITY
470478 Orford Road
Ruading 0734 54044 5
BIRMINGHAM
HAILWDQD & GOULD
6098 Tyburn Roao
Frangton B24 BLA
0213270216

KINGS OF BHAM LTD
The Super Bie Centre
Monaco House

Bostoi Straet

071622 3441

608 Bromiord Lane
Ward Eng
021783 3908

CAMBRIDGESHIRE

MICK WALKERM C's
2% Norwich Rosd_ Wishech
L0845 85291 61523

| CHESTER

NEWGATE M C's (CHESTER LTD
4 Voluntesr St

0244 20306 117869

CUMBRIA

JE CLARKSON M C GROUP

1 Chapel Strest

Larhsie 0228 21840

DEVON

BRIDGE GARAGE
Verney Street
Fieer 0397 32654

DORSET
THREE CADSS MOTORCYCLES
Woolsbnioge Industral Estete

A UERTI

DEALER LINE-UP

LEICESTERSHIRE
APPLE MOTORCYCLES
13 Omity Road
Hinckiey 0455 81020
LEICESTER

APPLE MUTORCYCLES
41 Hattord Sireer

0533 26567

LONDON

J BLANCHARD MOTORCYCLES
156 Well Hall Road

Ehtham SE9 01 859 1576

ELITE MOTURS (Toaung Lig
951 95 Gar-att Lane
Tooting SE17 P
N

POWERHUUSE M-C NORTH
910 Savoy Patade

Enfieid ENY IRT

0137 0562

POWERHOUSE M C CENTRAL
181§ Kenosn Town Road
Kentish Town NW1

01485 8214

MANCHESTER

SPORTS MOTORCYCLES
Kenssl house Livetpooi Road
0 83227

MERSEYSIDE

£0DIE RDBERTS MOTORCYCLES
248 0id Chester Road

Brrkenhaad

051 645 0274

SOUTHPORT MOTORCYCLE CTRE
36550 Eastownk Street

Southpory PRB 1EF

0704 3182

MIDDOLESEX

JACK LILLEY

108 tigh Street
Shepperton

08322 U574
MOTORCYCLE CITY

537 Stanes Rosd
Badfort 01 890 24131848
MOTDACYCLE CITY
300304 Ausip Road East
Graenlord 01 578 32189

Theee Logged Cross
Wimboume BH2 8SP
0202 624831 2.3
NORFOLK
8 & RATNER CHRIS CLARKE
1185 High Road Norwch Road
Chadwell Heath Wymondham
Romlord 01 590 1367 0953 60339
fIFE NOTTINGHAMSHIAE
ALA DUFFUS L1D WARDS GARAGE
108 Yagh Street B3% Mansheid Roa¢
Leske Sherwood
0682 143010 0607 788144
GLOUCESTERSHIRE SOMERSET
BVM NOTOD YEDVIL KAWASAK: [ENTRE
Slad Road 3 Yingent Strem
Stroud AS3E 7167 Yeow! 0535 21681 20508
HAMILTON (SCOTLAND)
SUFFOLK
Qg’gﬁ‘:ﬂ:“‘s WAVERHILL MDTORCYCLES
Paacach (o 334 Hgh Stremt
5% 71700 Havernil 0440 266/
HAMPSHIAE SUNDERLAND
MOTORCYCLE 17 TT MOTCRCYCLES
148151 Lynchtorg Rosd b Roae
wiCl
Farnborcugh 0252 45086 St
SURREY
HEREFORD PINEWAYS MOTORCYCLES
MEAD & TOMKINSON 164 Caviadon Roed
eretorg BAT7 2341 Catprham on the Hil
Manmogth 0600 442§ St
ewksbury 068 479 211 0843 48576
HERTFORDSWIRE  SUSSEX
306 L MOTORCYCuES 46 56 Portland Aoag
Wit Worthng 1438 & 3
HASTINGS MOTORCYCLES
Vo MiTgRcs 0 06 Lonor s
Brook St Hastings T3 588
Tong 047 443 2484
Herts WPZ3 SED 24y 280
Tel Tring + 044 2821 5325 N WALES
KENT BANGOR MOTORCYCLE CENTRE
A HITCH 1113 Holyhead Road
9 Knightricer Street Upoer Bangor
Wagstons Gwnedd (748 55250
2627 58653 164087 YOAKSHIRE
€ LANCASHIRE MOTORCYCLE WORLD
YNCH-BRDS 52 Manningham Lane
Hiiow Lane Garage Bradtord
Accningion 00 W2
075 J/1n
APRIL 1981
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If you've got a
technical problem you
can’t solve through
your dealer or the
manufacturer, write to
The Biker’s Technical
Correspondent Alan
Ross at 117 Waterloo
Road, London SE1
8UL and we'll try to
help. It would greatly
help us, and ensure
that you get your reply
quickly, if you send a
self-addressed
envelope with your

query

Drunk? Who
me offisher?

, |

| once read in some
magazine that there is an in-
surance for non-drinkers. { did
not take much notice at the
time as | had just paid my in-
surance. But now | would be
very grateful for this insu-
rance.

| am writing to ask you if you
know the name and address of
any type of company.
David Wilson
Stockport

® Sounds like a wonderful idea
but | very much doubt it exists.
After all, how would you prove to
the insurers that you were
a non-drinker, sjt in front of a
tempting variety of alcoholic be-
verages for three hours without
so much as a sympathetic sali-
vation? Insurance companies
have to take a lot on trust, and
this would be one more detail
that they would have to accept
without sending the inspectors
in. On the other hand there is no
logical reason to expect a non-
drinker to have to pay higher in-
surance rates to meet the ex-
cesses of those who drink and
drive. But neither should those
who drink, but don't drink and
drive.

| don’t know. Perhaps it does
exist. Can anyone out there en-
lighten myself and David Wil-
son?

| have a gold ‘P’ reg Yamaha
RD200. it is a super little bike
— very nippy and reliable but
there's one problem:; it is very
difficult to start. After dis-
mantling and examining the
cylinders, spark plugs and
exhausts, | had the latter burnt
out with an oxy-acetylene
torch.

The problem remains but |
think | have isolated it to the
left-hand cylinder or rather
exhaust. The engine starts
easily with the left silencer
removed, or even if the castle
nut is simply loosened and
pushed up the exhaust pipe.
The obvious answer is that the
silencer or baffle is blocked —
though, as | say, both have
been burned out and are still
clear. It has us all, er, baffled.
Geoff Buckingham
St Albans

@ | think it is just coincidence
that the bike starts easily with
the baffie removed, and the fact
you have discovered this may be
leading you astray. Try to forget
about the exhaust system for the
moment and concentrate on the
usual service items.

Start by checking the air cle-
aner element. If it is in the
slightest bit suspect, replace it,
as a holed or dirty air cleaner can
have a drastic effect on carbu-
ration that may be offset to some
degree by removing the silencer
baffles.

Check the carb float levels.
They should be 20mm with the
gasket removed and the meas-
urement taken with the carbs in-
verted. Then make sure that the
carbs slides are perfectly
synchronised.

These Yamaha twins are a lit-
tle touchy about ignition timing;
the pistons should be 1.8mm
before tdc with the ignition fully
advanced. Use a dial gauge to
get the measurement absolutely
perfect. Check the condition of
the point faces and ensure that
the gap is 0.35mm fully open.

If you are still having problems
after this then it may be that the
coils or pressure caps are defec-

tive. If there is still no joy, then
there may be something in these
baffles after all

Bantam Jet

Could you please help me
with my BSA 175cc D14/4
Bantam (1969).

! intend fitting a 17 tooth
gearbox sprocket, one tooth
bigger than standard.

| also intend fitting an ex-
pansion chamber. Could you
please tell me whether | would
have to fit a larger main jet in
the Amal carb and if so how
much larger. Also would the
engine be able to cope with the
extra strain?

Neil Farrow
Nr Ely

@ Fitting an expansion chamber
can have a drastic effect on the
performance and carburation of
a 2-stroke, much more so than
fitting a performance system on
a 4-stroke machine. And the
effect can be unpredictable

This is basically because a 2-
stroke engine is a pretty crude
device and its performance
depends greatly on the shape
and design of the exhaust sys-
tem. Fitting the expansion
chamber may well reduce bot-
tom end power and make the
engine more peaky, and it is
more than likely that both needle
and jet changes will be required.
Exactly what these changes are |
cannot say, but whoever you are
buying the expansion chamber
from should be able to advise
you. As a precautionary meas-
ure, increase the main jet size by
five and raise the needle one
notch. Then test the carburation.
thoroughly. Most likely, the car-
buration will then be too rich and
you shouid weaken accordingly,
but it is wise to start off too rich
rather than too weak.

Raising the gearing one tooth
may allow you to take advantage
of the more peaky motor, but
test the bike on the standard
gearing first.

The Bantam is a fairly rugged
motor and should be able to
cope with the modifications you
suggest. But check out the little
end, big end and especially the
mains before starting.
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s THE BEAUTY

OF YOUR MACHINE ONLY

SKIN DEEP?

At first glance your pride and joy may
look gleaming but beneath the surface lurks
a black and grimy monster.

The deposits which buitd up on your
engine are resistant fo water and conven-
fional solvents, so it's important to use a
really fough-tackling cleaner.

Gunk is the powerful degreaseant that
emuisifies and absorbs its own volume
of dirty grease and grime, forming a
residue that's easily rinsed away with water.

The traditional formula is available in
new style orange oblong 500 mi and 1 litre
cans, aerosols, trigger sprayers, with an
alternative Clear form in yellow cans. Which-
ever way you choose fo use it,your engine
will look better and be easier to work on.

So remember, next time you clean the
body, cleanse the heart too!

Available at WOOLWORTH, HALFORDS,
Motorist Discount Centre, BMS, Longlife, DIY
Motor Stores and leading accessory shops.

THE IDEAL CLEANING SOLUTION FOR
CARS AND MOTORCYCLES

FOSMIN CHEMICALS Stirling Road, Acton W3

Poor
starting

During February 1980 |
purchased a Yamaha XS250.
The motorcycle now has 1600

miles on the clock.
Since | purchased the bike |

have experienced constant
starting probiems (this model
has electronic ignition). It is
very sluggish to start and,
more often than not, has to be
bump started.

| have returned the bike to
the dealer | purchased the bike
from four times and they insist
that nothing is amiss.

| have since heard that this
particular model is a bad one,
especially when it comes to
starting. Can you tell me if this
rumour is true and can you
give me any advice regarding
this problem?

| would be most grateful if
you could help me on this pro-
blem because all the usual
parts which cause starting
problems, ie plugs, seem to be
OK.
Melvyn Allison
Burnley
Lancashire

® There are an enormous
number of reasons why a bike
won 't start, from rider error to an
incorrectly set up bike. Some bi-
kes are notoriously difficult to
start, but the XS250 is not one
of them. If you are using the
electric start then make sure that
the battery is fully charged as it
may well be difficult to get the
engine moving if the battery is
low.

Generally speaking the XS is
only reluctant to start if either the
ignition timing is out or the carbs
are out of synch. So make sure
these are spot on. To check the

timing, use a dwell meter. First
warm the bike up and then keep
it ticking over at between 1150
and 1250 revs. The dwell meter
should give a reading of 23%
degrees after connecting it up to
the points. The back plates can
be moved until the 23%2 degree
reading comes up on the dwell
meter. This method is more
accurate than setting the timing
statically. Also muke sure that
the points gap remains at
0.35mm.

Finally make sure that the carb
stides are lifting together when
you open the throttle, and that
they rise by the same amount.

Favlty
Fizzy

I have recently boughtan ‘N’
reg Yamaha FS1-E, and had it
serviced. So far, so good, until
now. The problem is that after
about three kicks, it starts but
fails to pick up enough revs to
pull away. | thought it might
be the points but they are
brand new. | have checked the
gap over and over again but
there's no difference. | would

be most grateful if you are able
to help with my slight problem.
M J Kirkby

Kent

® Unfortunately you do not
really give sufficient information
to pin-point the exact cause of
the problem. Did it occur im-
mediately after the service, or
more specifically after the points
were put in? If so, remove the
points lower and clean the point
faces. The points are often
stored in a silicon grease packet
and this is designed to keep
them in good condition. If the
preservative is not removed you
do not get a good quality spark
or even a spark at all.

To clean the points, soak a
hard cloth in petrol and draw it
between the point faces a
number of times. Then double
check the points gap which
should be 3-4mm and reset the
ignition timing which is -1.8mm
before tdc with the points just
opening.

You could also check that the
choke is not sticking on, that the
float bow! is not full of water and
general crud, and that you are
using the appropriate grade of
spark plug which is set for the
correct gap at the electrodes.

FREEWHEELER
CUT OUT FOR ECONOMY

Door-to-door, shop-to-shop

travel that’s easier than
riding a push bike. No

gears, no tricky clutch, no

noisy motorbike engine.
Freewheeling—today's
w?‘y to travel.

ONLY £184.00

&

MUSTANG

CUT OUT FOR IT AT 16
49c.c. Choice of three
colours. With or without
glitterflake silver race-
style fairing. The ideal
way to start motorcycling
or to cut the cost of daily
journeys.

FROM £219.99

CZ 250 TWIN
CUT OUT FOR DAILY USE

The De Luxe model for
honest-to-goodness
reliable riding—the
Custom for sparkling
style. Both with easy-to-
maintain two-stroke
engine for economy and
reliability.

FROM £438.95

A

CZ 250 SINGLE

CUT OUT FOR WORK
250c¢.c.’s of single
cylinder reliability,
simplicity and economy.
All you need for everyday
biking: big fuel tank; low
m.p.g.; deep profile
mudguards; excellent
handling and roadholding.
ONLY £399.86

Cut the coupon and cut the cost of biking.

..
- B S ey
13 .

Jawa-CZ  "rowsegy s HEME |

Motorcycles "~ —-——__
Bergen Way, King’s Lynn, NAME

Norfolk PE30 2JH
Tel: (0553) 61176.

APRIL 1981

Please send me free colour brochures of the
Jawa-CZ range and name of my nearest dealer.

ADDRESS

T84/81

Prices quolad are recommanded relail inc. VAT
and are subject to defivery charge. Specilications
and prices liable to change without notics.

A

The Coxt Cutters
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REPLICA SILENCERS FROM

DID YOP KNOW YOU CAN FIT A CAMPBELLS SILENCER TO MOST BIKES?

We manufacture top class
replacement silencers to fit
your BMW. However old. However new. lllustrated
ieft is the R100RS, Included in this range are:—
BMW/2, R50/2, R60/2, R50S, R639S; BMW/5, R50,
R60, R75;, BMW/7, R90S, R90/6, R75/6, R60/6;
/ BMW R51/3 Twin 500 1851-1954; BMW R27 250
FSizsngle 1960 to 1967; BMW 1954 to 1960, BMW R45,
5.
* ALL ARE SILENCERS ONLY #*

B NS YN

our Honda - p
range we have as e

illustrated replacement silencers to fit the Honda <
Gold Wing Mk 1. Also available in the Honda range
are:— Honda 400/4; Honda CB250/350; Honda =

CD175; Honda C50; Honda PC80. in the Honda K N

series we make a 750 4 into 2; 500 4 into 2 using
your original pipes and brackets. Honda Super P

Dream N; Honda CX500.

*ALL ARE SILENCERS ONLY*

%- - I-_*-H-%?'_ .

| Ll

* DON'T FORGET WE DO THE SLIPPERY SAM AND THE SL.IPPERY SAM CONVER-
SION TO FIT TRIUMPH BONNEVILLE

ALSO IN THE CA PBELL RANGE OF SILENCERS

DUCATI: ALL 900 & 750 V TWIN & DARMAH ABSORPTION TYPE BAFFLE REDUCED TO 14", WILL FIT MOST
OTHER SMALLER CC MODELS. MOTO GUZZI: T3 CALIFORNIA V1000. LAVERDA: 750 ONLY.

Come and see our full

range of silencers at the
International Motorcycle

Show, NEC, 17-25 April

Four-stroke

OTHER SILENCERS MADE FOR FOUR STROKE MACHINES

NORTON COMMANDO (as original); NORTON DOMINATOR 1952/65;

NORTON BLACK CAP 1974, TRIUMPH BONNEVILLE T120 1960;

T160 1974, TRIUMPH BONNEVILLE 1968; TRIUMPH Ta?l?\j T;E:(L)J/hggoH
TRIUMPH BONNEVILLE T140 1975; ARIEL SQUARE 4; VINCENT HRDt
ROYAL ENFIELD 350/500/700;CHOPPER POTS: BSA 350/500 S/A, 500/600
PLUNGER, 500/600 RIGID, 500/650 PLUNGER; 350/500 PLUNGER, 250
PLUNGER FROM 1939 to 1957; GOLD STAR DBD34 and GOLD éTAR

r

Whaf:'s new on

ATEST helmet from
Kangol is the Apache, an
ABS full-face with an inter-
esting visor design: no press-
studs are used, so it can be
operated with one hand.
Flush-fitting when closed, the
visor is opened by moving it
away from the face and then
upwards. Pivot friction is adjus-
table and Kangol claim the visor
can be heid in any position. A
positive stop mechanism should
prevent scratching when fully
open.
The Apache complies with
BS2495 and comes in black,
white, red, blue or yellow.

Recommended retail price is’

£28.75.

-

-

RAB On Grips is the}

name given to a new
style of handlebar grips
from America. The grips are
being imported by Oxford
Fairings, who claim that the
synthetic foam construction in-
sulates the rider from vibration
and reduces the effort needed to
control the bike, especially in the
wet.
Available in either on or off-
road forms, Grab
On Grips are priced
at £3.97. if your
local accessory shop
doesn’t stock them,
contact Oxford Fairings

IDING with a misted-up

visor is definitely not to be

recommended, and a
handy way to avoid it is to use
this Dependence anti-mist spray
from Ken Cobbing Ltd.

Dependence comes in three
sizes of aerosol; large (80q) at
£1.72%2 medium (50g) at
£1.31 and pocket-sized (15g) at
83p.

In addition to demisting, the
spray is claimed to repel dust
and to reduce scratching. It's
available from most accessory
shops; information from Ken
Cobbing Ltd of Waltham Cross
in Hertfordshire.

|

L
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OTHING ruins a resto-

ration or rebuild so much

as having to use modern
shock absorbers with their ex-
posed springs. But now help is
on the way from Bri-Tie
Motorcycles of Swindon who
produce both top and bottom
covers in stainless steel to hide
the springs on Girling's gas
shocks. Ideal for hiding that new
technology on your classic.

On the classic rebuild front
Bri-Tie also sell BSA plunger
unit covers (stainless and en-
amelled) as well as covers for
Norton plungers, BSA, Triumph
and AJS/Matchless Girling
units of the oil-damped variety.
AMC fans also get the lower
Jampot covers in stainless.

Considering the  material
used, prices aren’'t too painful:
those Jampot covers are £10.50
per pair and the A/B/M BSA
model plunger covers in stain-
fess are £9.78 per pair.

You can also replace those
chromed stee! fork covers on the
AJS and Norton’s long Road-
holder fork with stainless com-
ponents, which certainly beats
re-chroming. For more details —
and Bri-Tie will quote for one-
off items — contact Bri-Tie
Motorcycles at 1 Armstrong
Street, Swindon, Wilts SN1
2AA or phone 0793 31518.

ECENTLY introduced into Britain is the SK range of lubricating
and rust-preventing sprays. They vary from a fine penetrating
oil and water dispersant (3K 1) to a heavy-duty rust inhibitor
{SK3), so there should be an SK spray for any lubricating job you're

likely to come across on your bike.

SK3, which is claimed to give four years of rust protection, can also
be used as a chain lube but the range does include a specialised chain
oil (SK7) as well as a cleaner/degreaser (SK5) and a brake parts

cleaner {SK6).

The sprays are available from accessory shops; further details from
Imbach (UK) Ltd, 28 Brearly Street, Birmingham B19 3NR.

v
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universal-type
Campbelis twin-tone long & short Daytona
standard round U.S. megga in all sizes:
1%, 1% 1%, 1%, 1%

silencers.

UNIVERSAL, VARIOUS RIDGE.

STAINLESS STEEL SILENCERS ARE OUR SPECIALITY. LET US QUOTE YOU. SAE
WITH ENQUIRY, PLEASE.

at North Hinksey Lane, Botley,
Oxford OX2 0QU. Telephone
Oxford (0865) 727222.

now handling alt such sales and can arrange for a complete building

service to incorporate a customer’s engine, etc, into a Tony Foale : —
frame. For more information contact Chas Thomas at Bikes, phone

0273 607635.
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, N order to concentrate on new racing developments and on pro- ' I
duction and frame building work, Tony Foale has arranged to \ “‘
i appoint a retail distributor for his range of chassis and ancithary -
equipment for road bikes. -
I I I Bikes of Brighton, 72 Lewes Road, Brighton, East Sussex, are Y < &
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visit to Kiwi’'s high-tech

helmet factory in Swit-

zerland should be en-
ough to convince the most har-
dened sceptic that a good-
quality polycarbonate helmet
provides more than adequate
protection. It certainly changed
the attitude of several British
Kiwi stockists | spoke to on the
trip who had been worried by the
recent spate of ill-informed,
scaremongering stories in the
weeklies. But this is Kiwi's latest,

and it's not a thermoplastic
v
i
¢
4 (\r/
.
-.\\‘3;-" FAW ;
- .\-l

model, but a glass fibre helmet
aimed at Bell users.

Called the Kiwi K8, it meets
BS2495 and will retail at £76.
Apart from its stylish good looks
and quality feel, this helmet has
a very interesting anti-mist fea-
ture. The chin-guard is indented
to allow an air space twixt visor
and shell when the former is fully
lowered; a plastic insert on the
lower edge of the aperture keeps
the airflow away from your face.

Kiwi may only be a three-
year-old company, but they're
full of good ideas. By 1983 they
plan to be making GRP shells on
a fully automated production
line. After that: semi-rigid shells
made from the new generation
of polyurethanes. Look out for
the K8, and keep an eye on Kiwi.

Peter Watson

F you were at the Racing and

Sporting Show earlier this

year you might have seen this
rather smart Suzuki on the Mel
Lemoto stand.

The bike features some of
Lemoto’s latest glass fibre cus-
tom bits; a two-piece fairing with
twin rectangular headlights and
a matching seat/tank unit.

Suitable for most big bikes
from Suzuki, Kawasaki and
Honda, the Lemoto gear is avail-
able in a choice of five colours.

Prices are £218.50 for the fair-

ing, £124 for the seat/tank unit,
and £75 for the alloy tank you'!l
need to go with it.

The tirm also offer a canti-
lever frame conversion,

com-

prising a box section swinging
arm and de Carbon shock, for
£325. More details from Mel
Lemoto, 38 Magpie Hall Road,
Chatham, Kent. Telephone
Medway (0634) 47730.
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Mastral’s "MdaEneto Replace-
ment Unit (top centre) and kit
parts
ROVING popular with
the owners of ageing
British machinery is
Mistral Engineering’s £79.30
Magneto Replacement Unit. If
you've already uprated your
electrical system to 12 volts
{(negative or positive polar
you can now replace the
‘with this neat unit for electronm
ignition. It's a Lucas RITA sys-
tem; you also get the ignition
amplifier unit, coil(s), brackets
and wiring. Contact Mistral En-
gineering at 63a Turner Road,
London E17 (01-521 1180).

A

LTH L5101 1w Lawson
Engineering LE Sport
sidecar has been around
for a while, it is worth a closer
look if you are thinking about
buying a sidecar.
Lawson manufacture a single-
seat version and a child/adult

model; they're made of glass
fibre and are availabie in red,
white, black or blue. The inter-
esting thing about the LE is its
cantilever suspension which can
be raised when carrying a
passenger or lowered when rid-
ing solo. Also, of course, the
sleek styling of the LE is very
distinctive. Each chassis can be
tailor made to suit individual
machines from 250cc upwards.
More details are available from
Lawson Engineering, 50 Lon-
don Road, Bishop’'s Stortford,
Herts. Their telephone number
is 0279 58051. A 4

want to

find when vyou arrive,

exhausted, at your destin-

ation after a long ride 1s that your

hotel is filthy or your food totally
inedible.

Michelin's latest Hotel and
Restaurant Red Guide to
Britain and Ireland should help
reduce the risk of a bad choice.
The 1981 edition recommends
4500 establishments and also
includes 100 city and town
plans, 3700 garages and 3
selection of cheaper hotels. Only
two restaurants merit two stars
but 29 one-star dining places are
listed along with 61 which are
commended for less elaborate
cooking.

This eighth edition of the
Michelin Guide is available in
hardback from booksellers at a
price of £4.75.

Marll 0rD

LOW TO MIDDLE TAR s tefines by H.M. Government. DANGER HM. Government Health Depa_ﬁments’ WARNING CIGARETTES CAN SERIOUSLY DAMAGE YOUR HEALTH

. we



Copyrighted item purchased from www.magazineexchange.co.uk by: A Customer A.Customer@gmail.com

THE BIGGEST THE SMALLE |
RAZIEST THE CUDDLIEST THE LATEST THE

]

FA ﬂ' ll_ iy

THE DAVE TAYLOR TRAIL PARK

TEST YOUR SKILL OVER THE HUMPS AND JUMPS ON A TRAIL BIKE
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Velocette gets religion

HE Old Chapel at Hun-

cote, in Leicestershire,

a mere dead dogburger
throw from Mallory Park race
circuit, has seen some strange
tenants. Built in 1874, since
1930 (obviously a depressed
time for religious observance as
well as employment) it has hos-
ted a light engineering firm, litho

[

Fitting security screens to e
downstairs windows
printer and hosiery company to
name three. Now it is owned by
the Velocette club; they were on
their knees when | called.
Actually, they weren't pray-
ing, just putting together some
security screens for the ground
floor windows of their premises.
The ciub has owned the chapel
building since July last year and
already it is shaping up into an
excellent clubroom/libra-
ry/spares shop complex. Faced
with £1000 a year rent for
spares storage in Alcester near
Birmingham, the £17,000
chapel was a snip. It was located
by a club member who's also an
estate  agent.  Accumulated
membership fees, donations, a
bank loan — repaid within three
months — and a number of
three-year, interest-free loans
from members produced the
money. The club has 1600
members throughout the world.
A good deal of work has gone
into renovating the chapel,
which already had a central
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heating system. Outside there is
now new guttering and new
doors have been made. As you
walk in through the front door
you notice a small room which
will become the club’s reference
library. Ahead is the main room,
a small hall that could perhaps
seat 120 or more. A job lot of
chairs going cheap was snapped
up by another club member.

Through a door and up some
stairs you'll find the spares
storeroom and counter of Veloce
Spares Ltd, the club’s manufac-
turing and spares sales com-
pany. | dropped in on the last
day of January after a cold ride
through patches of thick fog.
Despite this disincentive no fess
than 60 people turned up to buy
spares before lunch. It was the
club’s second open day at Hun-
cote; mail-order business
accounts for the rest of their
trade in spares.

Since plenty of specialist Vel-
ocette dealers — as well as the
marque’s owner Matt Holder of
the Aerco Jig & Tool Co — are
making or having parts made,

PR
L

Business was brisk at the
spares counter upstairs

the club concentrates on pro-
ducing hard-to-find items. Such
things as chainguards, dynamo
belt covers, number plates and a
range of stainless steel replace-
ment parts are in stock along
with KSS and Valiant pistons
and spindles and bushes for

Velocette girder forks.

‘The village people have really
taken to us,” says the club PRO
Eddie Faulkner. And I'm certain
that the landlord of the local
Everards pub is keen on so much
new custom. The chapel is a few
thirsty steps away from his front
door.

As usual, most of the work has
been done by a small band of
club members. The spares sub-
committee is five-strong, and
chairman Vic Pratley and helpers
have dragged in fathers,
brothers-in-law and friends to
help with everything from
joinery to reviving obsolete cen-

tral heating boilers. Good work.
You can only buy spares at an
open day — held about every
sixth weekend — if you're a club
member. Membership currently
costs £7.50 a year (plus a £1
joining fee); write to Pat and Ray
Thurston at 7 The Laurels,
Bletchley, Milton Keynes, Bucks.
1t's good to see a club thinking
and planning so far ahead, for
both the spares business and the
Old Chapel will help to ensure
that Velocettes keep on rolling.
‘It's a riders’ club,’ says Vic Pra-
tley. Their latest move should
keep it that way.
Peter Watson

Wisbech & DMCC meet every
Monday evening in a private
clubroom with pool table, juke-
box and a bar. This year they will
be running a cheap bus trip to
the Dutch TT and will be organ-
ising the marshalling at several
road race meetings. They're
looking for new members so if
you're interested give Dick Tyler
a ring on Wisbech 65817.

More news from the Christian
Bikers’ Association. They have
opened a new branch in Preston
and will welcome new members
whether you're a Christian or
not. Write to Terry Bullard at 14
Acre  Samlesbury, Preston,
Lancs PR5 QUR for more details
or give him a ring on Houghton
3048. During the year new
branches will be opened up in
London, Birmingham and
Northern Iretand.

The Association of Indepen-
dent Motorcyclists, supported
by Bike magazine (that'll cost
you a pint Dave), are organising
an event to be known as the
Roman Ride 81 It's a long-
distance, road-riding event and
each entrant will be required to
complete five 75-mile sections
of Roman roads (or their modern
equivalent) and provide photo-
graphic evidence that they have
done so. The riders have bet-
ween April 1 and September 30

to complete the sections. An en-
try will cost you £7.50 but the
event does offer you the chance
of winning a CX500 Honda. The
rules and regs surrounding the
event are far too detailed to give
here so if you're interested write
for an entry form to: Roman
Ride. 88 Beacon Road, Coventry
CV6 4DQ. The organisers would
appreciate a stamped addressed
envelope:

The Averon MCC meet at
7pm every Tuesday at their
clubhouse which is situated
three miles north of Ainess in
Ross-shire. New members would
be very welcome and should
contact Alan Black, Leawood,
Obsdale Road, Alness, Ross-
shire for details.

The Antelope MCC meet
every second and fourth Monday
of each month at the Antelope
Pub, Eaton Terrace, Belgravia,
London SW1 (there's posh for
you) and welcome new members.

The Graduates MCC was
formed by a group of riders who,
having passed their |IAM test,
wanted to keep in touch. Their
aim is to encourage bikers never
to stop learning. They are based
at Edmonton in north London
and more details are available
from Graham Ferry, 87 Linden
Gardens, Enfield, Middlesex.
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Peter Rae, a director of
the British
Motorcyclists
Federation and former
editor of Motorcycle
Rider, replies to John
McDermott’'s February
editorial on the use of
headlamps as a safety
aid in daylight

he use of headlights in

broad daylight by motor-

cyclists is fast becoming
one of the most controversial
issues facing riders in Britain
today. And the Government's
plans to make day-riding lights
compulsory on all new motor-
cycles from 1983 is bringing the
whole debate into much sharper
focus.

John McDermott's editorial in
February’'s issue of The Biker
questioned the vocal opposition
of the British Motorcyclists
Federation to the use of
headlights in daytime and
reflected his own view as an
experienced rider that riding
with lights on is a positive safety
factor. | respect John's opinions
more than most, but his en-
thusiasm for lighting up in
daylight is also reflected in the
calls by many people — whose
anti-motorcycling stance is a
matter of public record — for
headlight use to be made com-
pulsory. These are the MPs, road
safety officers and coroners
whose chief concern is to be
seen to be ‘doing something’
about road safety.

On the face of it. it is reason-
able to imagine that any vehicle
with its lights on will stand out
from the crowd in daylight and
thus increase its chances of
being seen by other road users.
One might therefore expect the
accident rate for motorcyclists to
be lower in those states or coun-
tries where bikers must ride with
lights on at alf times. But this
simply has not happened.

In America, for instance,
where many states have had
lights-on laws for more than 10
years the case of Indiana has
been cited by lights-on advo-
cates as the prime example of
their success. They claim that
the falt in the accident rate in that
state between 1966 and 1969
was due to the newly introduced
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lights-on law. But what they fail
to point out is that this trend was
mirrored almost exactly in the
neighbouring state of lllinois,
which did not enact a lights-on
law until 1970. Therefore the
drop in accidents in Illinois could
not be attributed to daytime use
of headlights in Hllinois, and cer-
tainly not to the lights-on iaw in
Indiana. The authoritative
American magazine Road Rider,
which John quoted, concludes
quite correctly that the reduction
appears to be due to other
variables present in both states.
Other American states quoted by
lights-on advocates as success
stories — Montana, Oregon and
Wisconsin — actually showed a
downward trend in motorcycle
accidents before daytime lights
were made compulisory; the
same trend merely continued

\ e

afterward. In fact, during this
period virtually every American
state noted similar downward
trends in accidents although
only relatively few passed lights-
on laws.

Eventually even the
notoriously anti-motorcycle
National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration admitted that
‘there is no significant difference
in the percentage of a state's
daytime head-on motorcycle
accidents among those states
that have headlight laws and
those that do not.’

Other studies show similar
results. An Australian govern-
ment research project found that
using dipped headlights .made
no significant difference and
called for main beam to be used
instead! The much-talked-about
study at the University of
Dayton, Ohio, found that the

speed of approach of motorcyc-
les with headlights on was
underestimated and the
headlights-off speed slightly
overestimated. The researchers
concluded that a motorcyclist is
better off not using his headlight
in daytime as drivers wouid
allow a longer gap before pulling
out.

Our own Transport & Road
Research Laboratory carried out
its own research into daytime
headlights and conspicuity in
general and found that it takes a
12 volt, 40 watt headlight to
equal the conspicuity value of a
simple fluorescent jacket. Given
that a million of the 1.3 million
motorcycles registered in this
country are under 250cc, it is
quite clear that in most cases
their lights are just not powerful
enough to make any difference

— even if the value of daytime
lights were taken for granted,
which it should not be. The TRRL
also pointed out that it took two

so-called ‘dayrider’ lights to beat.

the conspicuity value of a
headlight. And Peter Watson (no
relation to the Peter Watson!),
who led the TRRL research team,
said: ‘The best that riders can do
to improve their conspicuity is to
wear fluorescent jackets.’

But all this is only one half of
the argument against using
lights as a serious aid to staying
alive on the roads. The BMF
came out with several reasons
for its opposition to daytime use
of lights in normai visibility back
in 1979, and they are as valid
today as they were two years
ago. The principal argument is
that if the motorcyclist is to be
expected to use his headlight in
daytime it transfers the motor-

ist's responsibility to look out for
bikers to motorcyclists. We must
make ourselves visible to him: he
doesn’t have to look out for us.
Already several motorcycle insu-
rance claim forms carry the
question: ‘Was the motorcycle
headlight switched on before the
accident?’ If the accident was in
broad dayiight there is no reason
why that should have any bear-
ing on the case whatsoever. And
since a bike’s headlight is usu-
ally the first thing to get smashed
in a head-on accident the rider
will .always be open to accu-
sation by the other party that "his
headlight wasn‘t on.” This would
be hard to disprove and could
become sufficient reason for
culpability in an accident.

Other reasons quoted by the
BMF included: the headlight
could reduce the effectiveness of
headlamp flasher, indicators and
stoplight; using headlights in
daylight could give less ex-
perienced riders a false sense of
security, leading them to believe
they will always be seen; small
bikes and mopeds have such
small lights that their value is
minimal in daylight; a rider can-
not know if his headlight has
failed in daylight; the practice
causes undue irritation to other
road users and may mislead
them as to a motorcycle’s rate of
approach.

What it all adds up to is this: if
a rider decides to switch on his
headlight in daylight he should
be aware that it may not make
any difference whatsoever to his
chances of having an accident
and may in fact increase them.
He should therefore ride defens-
ively in the knowledge that many
road users will not see him
simply because they will not
be bothered to look.

And there is one more study
worth bearing in mind. The
Greensboro Experiment in North
Carolina tried to find out which
police vehicie had the most
noticeable effect on driver be-
haviour: a marked car, an un-
marked car and a police motor-
cycle. Guess which was noticed
the soonest and altered driver
behaviour most significantly?
That's right: the bike! Which all
goes to show that motorists have
no difficulty in seeing a motor-
cycle as long as they want to see
it. Daytime headlights and riding
lights won't achieve that; more
Think Bike advertisements on

television just might.
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ACK in the good old days
when, supposedly, men
were men and pansies
were flowers, motorcycling was
a much simpler business than it
is today. For example there were
very few capacity classes.
Somehow all the manufacturers
seemed to agree that 125s,
250s, 350s, 500s and 650s
were right. Anything else
wasn't.
Then along came the
Japanese with their all-singing,
il
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Whether you want a weekday workhorse or a
Sunday sprinter, Suzuki’s GSX400E should fit the bill

all-dancing marketing policies
and suddenty we had all sorts of
crazy capacities. | mean, what
the hell kind of bike is a 185? Or
a 3707 It's neither one thing nor
the other but the irony of itis that
the Japs can sell as many of
them as they make.

One of the odd capacities that
does seem to have caughtonina
big way is the 400cc class. You
can now get 400 fours, twins
and even singles and every one
of the big four Japanese manu-

facturers has at least one
representative in the category.
At the beginning, however,
Suzuki seemed reluctant to get
involved directly in the 400
class, preferring instead to mar-
ket a two-stroke, three-cylinder
380 (now there /s an odd
capacity!) but even they couldn’t
resistr. and in 1976 they
launched the twin-cylinder,
four-stroke GS400. As a bike it
was nothing special; its handling
and performance were adequate

but not startling and perhaps the
best that can be said about it is
that it was rather a pretty little
motorcycle. Having dipped their
toes in the 400 class, however,
Suzuki suddenly went beserk
and started peppering the mar-
ket with all sorts of variations
such as the uprated GS425 and
eventually the GS450. Watch-
ing from the sidelines one began
to wonder whether the market-
ing guys back at Hamamatsu
were maybe smoking too much
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of something they'd rolled
themselves. For the buying
public, Suzuki's unpredictable
new model launches caused
something of a headache. Guys
buying GS400s suddenly found
themselves with obsolete bikes
as they were superseded by the
425s. The GS425 owners in
turn found themselves with col-
fectors’ items on their hands.

strokes in the Suzuki family
which use the TSCC system.
The TSCC design has been
around long enough now for me
not to have to go into gory de*ail
as to its workings. Basically it
means that the GSX's eight-
valves are encased in combusion
chambers which have effectively
been divided into two. Viewed
from below the head looks as

which admittedly only had four
valves, had a top speed in the
region of around 98mph while
the GSX is good for at least
105mph. It's also a lot quicker
over the quarter mile. We
managed a time of 14.85
seconds for the 440 yard dash,
whereas the older machine took
16 seconds at least.

The GSX is noticeably more
peppy on the road as well. The

ing around town is a complete
doddie: there’s no need to slip
the clutch and the engine is
remarkably smooth for a twin.
The only time the engine im-
poses on the rider is around the
5000rpm mark when a buzzing
vibration sets in. It clears around
5750rpm and it isn’t particularly
serious, but is noticeable parti-
cularly as the bike is so smooth
the rest of the time.

clutch action which proved in-
tensely irritating after a while.
This seems to have been over-
come on the 400; the clutch is
still light but it is much more
pleasant to use while the throttle
is much firmer and responsive.
There was a time during the 250
test when | was convinced that
TSCC actually stood for Terribly
Sloppy Clutch Control but as
Julian Ryder has already done a

S Even the GS450 is no : though its been scooped out
8 because it has been an:d:icvtx with a spoon on either side of the | GS was as bland as a speech by Some months ago we tested | fairly effective hatchet job on the
— from the British market in favour spark plug. The theory behind all | Sir Geoffrey Howe but the GSX | the GSX's little brother, the | 250 | shall resist any more rude
S of yet another new bike which this is that the contours of these | has a lot more punch, particu- | GSX250, which, by and large, | remarks.
= Suzuki hope will rationalise the hollowed-out combustion cham- | larly in the upper rev range as it | we weren’'t particularly im- Having just mentioned TSCC
(@) situation _ the Suzuki bers allow the fuel mixture to be | gets into the power band. This | pressed with. Fortunately the | let's go back for a closer look at
@ GSX400E. swirled round in a pattern | occurs at around 6000rpm and | 400 version is a much more | the 400’s engine because the
= Suzuki's explanation for its designed to create optimum | between then and the red line at | acceptable machine. It's no- [ motor is what this bike is all
Q decision to concentrate on the combustion efficiency. it seems | 9500rpm the power come rush- | where near as highly strung as the | about. tf we — and Suzuki —
g GSX400 is that this particular to work too, because the | ing in like a dam that's burst its | 250 and doesn’t need the same | were totally honest about it we'd
= model is fitted with Suzuki's GSX with TSCC (sounds more | banks. In some ways the GSX | kind of sustained, aggressive say that the specifications for the
% patent Twin Swirl Combustion flike a secret formula for washing | has a split personality because at | rewving to keep it on the boil. | GSX400 are pure technical
O Chamber heads thus bringing it powder) is a lot quicker than the | the lower end of the rev range | The 250 also had an amazingly overkill. |1 can’'t believe that a
<' into line with the other fgur older GS model. The old GS, | the bike is totally tractable. Rid- | light and sloppy throttle and | 400 middieweight commuter /
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cruiser needs twin cams, eight
valves and six speeds. Let's face
it., the GSX400 is a drawing
board special, a marketing tool
based around the philosophy of
giving the customer what he
thinks he wants. Don’t get me
wrong, I'm not decrying the
efforts of the Suzuki engineers;
far from it. The GSX motor is a
little jewel from a company that
is particularly good at building
four-stroke engines. Bikers who
are technically minded and who
appreciate a good engine will
really enjoy using the GSX
power plant. For one thing the
specifications are truly impress-
ive. I've already mentioned the
eight valves and twin cams but
with 41bhp on tap it actually
produces as much power as the
GS450 it supplants. The engine
itself breathes through two
34mm Mikuni carbs and has a
compression ratio of 10 to 1

Primary drive is by gear while
gears also drive the balance
shaft which is so effectively
responsible for smoothing out
the twin’s vibration rough spots.
Even visually the engine is im-
pressive, carrying all the hall-
marks of engineers who took an
obvious delight in being allowed
free rein to design more or less
what they liked.

Suzuki's spirit of design
freedom also appears to have
been extended to the styling
department although here the
results don’t seem to have been
quite so successful. If the engine
is a good reason to buy the
GSX400 then the styling will
probably be the reason most
people give for not buying the
bike. Styling is a matter of taste,
of course, but I've yet to find
anyone with a good word to say
about the physical appearance of
the TSCC family range. I'm not
an art expert, and | can’'t quite
put my finger on the problem,
but something is aesthetically
wrong with the styling creations
coming out of Hamamatsu these
days. The tank on the GSX, for
example, is a mass of odd ang-

Nice engine, shame about the styling

les, both rounded and knife-
edged. There's no flow. The seat
on the other hand flows all over
the place, eventually ending up
in a sort of demented duck's tail
at the back. The horizontally
slatted side covers clash with the
lines of the engine finning which
is tilted slightly forward. Suzuki
might have succeeded in creat-

‘ing a range of machines which

are identifiable as a family but |
don’t believe they've won many
friends with the results. The
irony of it is that it was Suzuki
who were responsible for such
styling successes as the GS550
and GS750 of recent memory.
Those bikes, and even the
aforementioned GS400, were
endowed with classic lines of
such simplicity and balance of
form that it's hard to believe they
come from the same factory.
Perhaps the styling department
people are smoking the same
stuff as the marketing guys.

If 've been somewhat harsh
about the styling it's because |
believe it devalues an otherwise
top class bike. For instance, the
handling of the GSX is excellent.
Quite simply it is the best hand-
ling bike in the 400cc class that
I've ever ridden and that in-
cludes the Kawasaki and Honda
fours. You can get away with
things on a GSX that you

wouldn’t dare try on, say, an
RD400 Yamaha. The frame is a
duplex cradle of exceptionally
sturdy manufacture  and
features a heavily braced central
pressed steel spine at the top.
The telescopic front fork is rather
softly sprung for someone of my
weight but caused no real pro-
blems. The rear suspension is by
means of the traditional swing-
ing arm and five-way spring pre-
load adjustable dampers. When
we first got the bike it tended to
weave and roll slightly at low
speeds, but this we discovered
was down to tight steering head
bearings. Once that had been
sorted out we began to appreci-
ate more fully the finer points of
the Suzuki's handling. Actually,
the virtues of the GSX are
somewhat understated and tend
to creep up on you unnoticed
over a period of time. The brakes
—a 10.5inch disc up front an a
6.5 inch drum at the rear — are
so good that you don’t even
notice them until the first time
that you have to pull up hard.
The electrics are also first class.
Ignition is electronic and the
starter motor invariably punches
the engine into life first time
every time. The engine doesn’t
particularly care for being
started from cold, however. The
choke is operated by a button on

the left-hand carburettor but the
engine will only start with the
button half out and simply
refuses to pull until it has been
thoroughly warmed up.
Another little irritation was the
indicator switchgear on the left

‘handlebar. The indicator switch

doubles up as the dip and
headlight flasher switch; you
flick it sideways for indicators
and up and down for dip and
flash. But just try it at night when
you've got mitts on and you find
yourself flashing when you want
to be indicating and dipping
when you want to be flashing.

Apart from the indicator
switch the rest of the switchgear
and instrumentation is excellent.
The 400 has a combined ig-
nition / steering lock which is a
great boon and there's also a
digital gear readout. It isn't
totally necessary on this bike but
it is quite useful at times to know
what gear you're in.

At a price of £999 the
GSX400E represents very good
value for money. It's the quick-
est 400cc twin around at the
moment and it’s near-as-dammit
as fast as the Kawasaki 400 four
which costs £150 more. [t
handles well, returns about 60
miles to the gallon and is beauti-
fully finished.

Mike Winfield

CYCLE PARTS

PERFORMANCE

Maximum speed 104.98mph
Standing Y mile 14 .85sec

FUEL CONSUMPTION

Overall 59mpg

Best 64mpg

Worst 53mpg

ENGINE

Type DOHC twin-cylinder
Bore & stroke 67 x 57mm
Capacity 399cc
Compression ratio 10.0:1
Carburation 2 x 34mm Mikuni
Claimed bhp at rpm 41 at 9000

Claimed torque at rpm
Transmission

Electrical system

27 .6ft-Ib (3.46kgm) at 7500

Gear primary drive, wet multiplate clutch,

6-speed gearbox, chain final drive

Frame Duplex cradle
Suspension Telescopic front fork, pivoted rear fork
with 6-way adjustable hydraulic dampers
Wheels Ten-spoke cast aluminium alloy
Tyres 3.00 x 18in Bridgestone front
3.50 x 18in Bridgestone rear
Brakes 10.75in (273mm) disc front
6.5in (165mm) drum rear
DIMENSIONS
Wheelbase 55.1in (1370mm)
Seat height 31.5in (800mm)
Overall width 27.7in (700mm)

Ground clearance
Weight (with 1 gal fuel)
Fuel capacity

PRICE

Guarantee

Supplied by

12V, 12Ah battery, alternator, 35/ 35W headlamp

6.5in (165.1mm)

415lb {188kg)

3.2gal (14.5 litres)

£999 (inc VAT)

12 months/unlimited mileage

Heron Suzuki GB Ltd, Beddington Lane,
Croydon, Surrey
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Travelling Light

The Kiwi Integral helmet is light on the head but
big on protection.
The revolutionary polycarbonate design is super
strong, as well as being super comfortable.
Like all Kiwi helmets the K7 is Swiss made, using
all the technical know how they're famous for.
Quite simply this means the ultimate in protection.
Combine this with superb styling and a unique
3 position visor action and you'll understand why
top racers trust their heads to Kiwi.
The Kiwi K7 comes in white, red, blue and black
so you can match your machine.
Also available is the great looking new Kiwi K9
open face shown below featuring a unique peak
fitment.
Look for the Kiwi range at all leading Motor Cycle
dealers.

R NN -

" I\:\k ...“\_‘
Waresnamnaas. Euro Helmets Limited,

Unit F3, Field Industrial Estate, Off Southwell Lane,
Lowmoor Road, Kirkby in Ashfield, Nottingham.
Tel: 0623 757262 / 0623 757024

Put Kiwi on top for
protection
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Lewis Collins, Bodie of The Professionals, is a man

who likes to play hard and fast. No surprise

therefore that he gets a lot of fun from motorcycling.

John McDermott talked to him about bikes and

other things

E came down the stairs
looking as if he could
handle anything that
might be thrown his way. The
hair was short, marine com-
mando fashion and ungroomed.
As if he'd just showered and for-
gotten to towel it dry. Bodie
paused, took a hand from deep
inside his threequarter length
coat and extended it, introduc-
ing himself as Lewis Collins.
‘What shall we do first — take
the pics, do the interview or go
for a drink?’
We went for a drink, passing

two BMW R100RSs parked on
the street outside.

‘The gold one’s up for sale.
Know anyone who wants to buy
it?’ | said | could probably intro-
duce him to a hundred thousand
plus potential buyers through
the pages of The Biker so he
bought the first round; large,
large whiskies.

Lewis Collins is a biker from
way back. Born in Birkenhead
35 years ago, it was on the pil-
lion of his father’s bikes that he
first got the taste for motor-
cycles and motorcycling.

‘You've met my old man?’ |
nodded an affirmative. ‘Well,
he's what | call a thoroughbred
motorcyclist. A real enthusiast so
| was in company with someone
who was a genuine biker right
from the word go.

‘We used to go everywhere on
his bikes and, once a year come
the first week in June, it was TT
time. | remember travelling over
on the ferry one year and seeing
a very young Mike Hailwood
squirting a water pistol over
everyone. That was a magic era,
people like Minter, Mcintyre,
King, Surtees, Duke and all
those legendary TT aces. I'll be
there again this year.

‘By the time | was old enough
to ride | knew how to do it in-
stinctively, just by the feel and
sound of it. | just made the bike
do what the old man had done
with his, so | had a head start |
suppose.’

We talked about his father for
3 while. In the '60s he was a
producer and promoter for The

APRIL 1981

Apple Corps, the company
owned by The Beatles.

‘Do you know that in 1968,
when he was 52 years old, John
Lennon and Paul McCartney
voted him Hippie of the Year?
He wore this leather jacket and
long grey hair down to his
shoulders. But | digress. He's
still a bloody good rider. When |
broke my ankle parachuting at
Brize Norton he came over —
he's now in his mid 60s — and
rode the BM home for me. How
many 65 year olds would you
trust on your RS?’

i couldn’t think of any so | kept
quiet. We had another slug of
Scottish comfort. | asked what
his first bike was.

‘A BSA Bantam. A 125 — but
by the time my test came round |
was on a 175. Heavy stuff, eh?
That test was a giggle because
the day | went for it, it was
snowing. | had to bounce the
thing — you know, bump-start it
to get it going — and to the great
alarm of the examiner | broad-
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A TOOK AT WHERE IT ALL BEGINS.

The 1981 Harley-Davidson Super Glide and Fat Bob. Dawn on Caven Point Pier, Jersey City, New Jersey.

AN A
A\ (3 It's more than a statuce.
This Lady is a
symbol of freedom, a
heritage of choice and
opportunity.
'I‘hat’s%e same spirit
built into every
Harley-Davidson® for 78 years. .And each one of our
1981 street machines brings that Spirit to you.

Like the Super Glide family of classic .\merican street

machines with the power of our touring bikes. They give
you the largest stock €NEINe 0N any’ street—our massive
1340 cc V-Twin. ’

_Ch()()sc between a Super Glide for its lean, low:
profile. Or a Super Glide Fat Bob for its long range, 3.5
gallon tank. ,\n(l]xull our ‘81 street machines come in new:
mcmllig blue, candy root beer, black or candy red.

When you owna motorcycle with so much of
American history behind it, you have more than mere
transportation. .\nd more than a machine. You have a
Harley-Davidson.

WHERE IT ALL BEGINS

BEDFORDSHIRE
COBURN & HUGHES
51-61 Park Street
Luton

0582 414322

BERKSHIRE

MOTOR CYCLE CITY
470/478 Oxford Road
Reading 0734 54044/5

ISEGTRIMAITIEDE GLoucESTER LONDON

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE THE MOTORCYCLIST POWERHOUSE M/C LTD.
COBURN & HUSGHES 99/101 Barton St. (0452) 25128 141-145 Kentish Town Rd.
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Woiverton MK 12 5QL 149/151 Lynchford Road
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DEVON arnborough {0252) 45086

BRIDGE GARAGE LEICESTER
Verney Street APPLE MOTORCYCLES
Exeter (0392) 32654 41 Halford St. {0533 26567

KINGS OF B'HAM LTD  pORSET LEICESTERSHIRE

The Super Bike Ce_nue THREE CROSS M/CYCLES APPLE MOTORCYCLES
Monaco House, Bristol St Three Legged Cross 13 Derby Road

(021) 622 3443 Wimbourne {0202) 822300 Hinkley (0455) 612020
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SPORTS M/CYCLES

Kensal House, Liverpool Rd.
{061) 832 2715
BIRMINGHAM

MIDDLESEX
MOTORCYCLE CITY
537 Staines Road, Bedfont
{01) 830 2313/1849

SUFFOLK
HAVERHILL M/C's
38A High Straet
Havaerhill (0400) 2667
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MOTORCYCLE CITY
300/304 Ruislip Road East
Greenford (01) 578 3218/9

SUNDERLAND
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OXFORD MOTORCYCLES
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[T —— . . .
! v E Harley Davidson Concessionaires U.K. Limited, 51 ~ 61 Park St., Luton, Beds. 0582 41066  ~™™,i7>""
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sided on the emergency stop. If
he hadn’t jumped out of the way
he would have been killed. | ran
over his clip-board, parked up
and said ‘You stupid great
@&, fancy jumping out like
that.” And you know what? | got
away with it, | passed!’

We talked about other things
for a while, for Lew Collins is one
of those guys who feels compel-
led to cram as much into his life
as possible. At the age of sixteen
he was a brown belt judoist. He
now finds that the original jiu-
jitsu form of self-defence is more
up his alley.

‘It's pure street fighting' he
said as Mike Bailie came over
with some well-timed refills.
Collins is also a member of 10
Para TAVR, a red beret good at
throwing himself out of airpla-
nes, charging over assault cour-
ses carrying a 60lb Bergen on
his back, and qualified to use
weapons ranging from a 9mm
Browning automatic all the way
up to mortars and anti-tank
missiles. | wondered for a while
whether | was talking to Collins
or Bodie but decided there was
no difference either way.

—_

‘| part-exchanged the Bantam
175 for a Zundapp 250. That
was a superb little bike. Great
acceleration, good handling and
everthing else but | went
through a period of tear-assing
around about that time. | wrote
off four bikes — and that was
despite all I'd been taught by my
father. You'd have thought I'd
had more sense. The exuberance
of youth and all that . . There
were no training schools then
but he showed me exactly how
to do it. What to do and what not
to do. | still made my mistakes
but without that guidance I'd
have been dead long ago.’

I commented that it was unu-
sual for anyone involved in
multi-million dollar film produc-
tion (The Professionals, while
shown on television world-wide,
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is an all-location film production)
10 be allowed to ride motorcycles
because of contract exclusions.

‘They must have overlooked
that because while I'm not
allowed to go skiing, parachut-
ing or horse riding — but we’'ll
say no more about those things
— my contract does not stop me
riding. Martin Shaw — he plays
the part of Doyle — has a BMW
too and it must give them night-
mares when we both arrive on
location on our bikes.’

The conversation changed to
mental and physical fitness.
Lewis is an eager student of Ki,
one of those obscure Oriental
arts that can be slotted into the
‘mind over matter’ category
which allows him to live at the
pace he has chosen. He also
works out with a great mate of
his from Merseyside, ex-
light-heavyweight champion of
Planet Earth, John Conteh.

‘Yes, we work out together.
I've even sparred with him but
he’s like a lion playing with a cub
when we're in the ring. If he
stopped pawing the air and
closed his fist to give me a good
smack, it would be ‘Good-night
Lew’. Can you imagine?’

Gratefully, | could not. The
thought of being caressed by a
leather-clad Conteh knuckle is
something my mind would
rather not comprehend. So the
subject turned to bikes again.

‘I'm not what you could call a
one-hundred per cent biker be-
cause to me those guys go eve-
rywhere on bikes. They talk, eat,
sleep and dream bikes. And at
the weekend they fiddle around
with them until they feel sure
they’'ve done something new
and better with it. I'm not a fair-
weather biker either, because if |
fancy riding my bike | do so.

Come rain, snow or whatever. |
had a Triumph once, a Tiger
100. That was great but it broke
down a lot. | remember going off
to the Continent on that with a
girlfriend one year. We went to
Hamburg and then toured Ger-
many, notching up about 6000
miles all told. That was a camp-
ing holiday and we got back with
these ominous rumblings down
in the crankcase, the throttle
cable over my shoulder so she
could operate it and what hap-
pened? Half a mile from home —
fortunately at the top of
Hampstead Hill — we ran out of
petrol!

‘Marion and |, she's my fian-
cee, went off on the gold RS last
year for a tent holiday in Corn-
wall. That was great.’

| think we had another drink at
that point and we both made
‘phone calls to summon chauf-
teur assistance to get us home.
Which called for refills.

The talk after that was about
his time as bass guitarist for The
Mojos, a pop group who scored
a Number Three hit back in the
late '60s; the period he taught
deaf children in Glasgow and
Red Indian kids in Canada
Various other motorcycles came
into the conversation.

‘The BMW is my idea! bike.
But since | was a teenager | have
always wanted a café racer so |
have a Suzuki-engined Harris
Magnum on order. You should
see it, it's incredible.’

At which point | observed that
three bikes was more than en-
ough for any man.

‘That's why the gold RS is up
for sale’ he said, ‘now what
about this 100,000-plus reader-
ship of yours? If any of them
want to buy it, it's done under
5000 miles, is in terrific nick,

L
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never been used in anger (as
you'd expect, Lewis Collins is an
Advanced Motorcyclist), has
Krausers fitted and | can let them
have the dual-seat and the
humpy-backed single seat to
match.’ | said I'd mention it if |
could find the space. 'Hey, | like
the magazine’ he said, trying not
to sound patronizing. ‘No, really.
It's a good read.’ | said that this
interview would socon change
that, our chauffeurs arrived so
we had one for the road and
started talking bikes again.

‘I don’'t know what I'd do
without motorcycles. You can
have a car capable of 900 miles
an hour and it still doesn’t give
you the same feel as riding into
the breeze at 80. Listen to this . .
.. this will amuse you . . . . Mar-
tin and 1 were doing some film-
ing down at this warehouse
place. We'd both brought our
bikes along and ."The
evening came and went and the
stories got far too vuigar to
record in print. And still not a
single photograph was shot. |
had to go back with Mike Bailie
to do those three days later,
when my head had cleared. And
do you know what?

He came down the stairs look-
ing as if he could handle any-
thing that might be thrown his
way. The hair was short, marine
commando fashion

Oh yes. If you are in the mar-
ket for a gold BMW R100RS
that has had one Professional
owner, call Bill Watson on 01-
455 7487. He looks after Lew
Collins’ vehicles. And if ever you
bump in to me at some racetrack
or other, ask me to tell you about
the time | tried to interview Bodie
and came second. Three pages
of The Biker isn't enough to tell

the whole story.
THE 39
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t isn't long since the word

‘custom’ applied to motor-

cycles meant one thing and
one thing only — Harley-
Davidson. The whole thing
started with people ripping ex-
traneous metal off their Harleys
and Indians and then it grew into
a whole subculture that crossed
the Atlantic to take firm root in
Europe.

If one event more than any
other accelerated that process it
was the release of the film Easy
Rider over here. All of a sudden
Harleys weren't just overweight
land cruisers or police bikes,
they were the raw material for an
art form. An entirely new area of
biking opened up to the British
public. The Yanks, of course,
had been into it for years. So
much so that even their street
bikes wore high bars and fat rear
tyres.

It’s this fashion that gave birth
to the ‘factory customs’ —
there’'s a contradiction in terms
for you — that the Japanese fac-
tories have been inflicting on us
recently. Harley, one would have
thought, would stand aloof from
all this. After all, apart from the
Electra Glide, Tour Glide and
Classic, their range consists of
bikes that most customisers on
this side of the pond would have
difficulty beating.

Even the Yanks stick to buying
some Drag Specialities bits and
getting the odd part gold plated.
Why should Harley lower them-
selves to even acknowledge the

existence of cloned customs:

from Japan? |, for one, don’t
know. But seeing how they have
done, why didn’t they go for a
custom style that’'s been in
vogue sometime in the last ten
years? | don’'t know, but if
someone could enlighten me I'd
be grateful.

Getting back to Easy Rider,
remember that Peter Fonda rode
a really radical chop with way
over-stock front fork, peanut
tank, skinny front wheel and
high, wide pull-back bars. His
less enigmatic sidekick, Dennis
Hopper, was on another Harley
but with just highway pegs, flat
drag bars on short risers and a
flame paint job on the tank.

Basically, this is the style that
H-D have chosen with which to
attack the factory custom mar-
ket. And please don’t tell me that
the factory isn’t attacking it; just
take a look at the ads in the
American magazines. Quote:
‘They (the Japanese) talk low.
They talk custom. Now, maybe
they’ll stop talking. Here itis. A
factory custom from one factory
that knows what the word
means. A pure, righteous Cali-
fornia Classic.” Unquote.

That ad refers to the FXWG
Wide Glide, the bike you see on
these pages as well as on the
front cover. Like the Low Rider,
Classic, Electra Glide and Tour
Glide it uses the latest Shovel-
head motor, the 80 cubic inch
45-degree, pushrod V-twin. It's
the biggest capacity engine ever
to come out of Milwaukee. The
late sixties custom styling is
most radical at the front end; the
back gets standard Harley treat-
ment of a bobbed rear mudgu-
ard, king ‘'n’ queen seat and a
neat but useless little stash
pouch on the back of the seat.

But it's at the front that the
really interesting stuff lives,
primarily in the steering and
suspension departments. Har-
ley's designers have achieved
that raked and stretched look in
quite an ingenious manner. Nor-
mally the amount of trail pro-
duced by a raked steering head
makes steering very floppy at

&
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low speeds, but the Wide Glide’s
top and bottom yokes are not
parallel. Although the steering
stem is way out front with the
forks raked at 34.4 degrees the
trail is exactly five inches
{127mm). This is due to the
offset yokes.

They work too; at low speeds
and around town there is hardly
a trace of the flop you'd expect
just from looking at the geome-
try.

So far so good: the looks of a
chop without the heavy steering.

The FXWG takes its name
from the width of those fork
yokes. At 10 inches (250mm)
centre to centre, they carry really
hefty 41mm (1.6in) diameter
stanchions and modified Electra
Glide sliders. The effect is weird.
Looking at the bike head on you
get the impression of chrome
scaffolding dwarfing the
headlamp, wheel and tyre. They
make the risers and handlebar
look pretty insignificant, too.

Mind you, it's not really sur-
prising that the wheel disap-
pears. A 3 x 21 inch item isn’t
exactly going to overwhelm the
styling of a moped. The contrast
between the skinny little tyre and
the chunky metalwork of the fork
is further emphasised by the
front mudguard, a vestigial item
in black that clings so tightly to
the tyre that it all but disappears.

Another component that does
a very good disappearing trick is
the headlamp. Not only is it
small, but the legendary Harley
vibration kills off filaments with
amazing regularity. During the
two weeks | had the bike it went
through five bulbs. And those
were the expensive, quartz-
halogen type that give a surpris-
ingly good spread of light for the
size of the headlamp. In theend |
resorted to an old fashioned

T as




TOBE DE

Copyrighted item purchased from www.magazineexchange.co.uk by: A Customer A.Customer@gmail.com

|

”‘ I

y‘ ‘d

AN

K

2NN
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Camouflaged balance pipe hides engine’s lines

New caliper really works, looks good too

tungsten filament bulb with an
improvement in longevity but a
decrease in illumination. On
average it took thirty miles of
main road riding at night to see
off a dip filament in the QH
bulbs. For some reason main
beam seemed to last better.
Such is the vibration set up by
1340cc of 45-degree V-twin.
Following through the chop-
per styling, the Wide Glide is the
only production bike from Har-
ley, or anyone else for that mat-
ter, to be fitted with highway
pegs and forward mounted foot
controls. The Roadster has high-
way pegs, but retains a set of
conventional footrests with con-
trols in a more normal position.
As a result the riding position
is like nothing else |'ve ridden.
It’s quite comfortable — up to a
point. That point being about
70mph or 40 miles travelling,
which ever comes first. Up to the
legal limit it’s like sitting in the
proverbial armchair. After that,
hanging on to the bars and
trying to stop your feet dancing
off the pegs becomes too much
like hard work. The position of
the rests makes for an interesting
gearchange linkage. Starting
from the heel-and-toe pedal, the
movement is delivered to the
selector mechanism via a chunky
chromed arm inboard of the
pedal pivot, a couple of elbow

linkages and finally changes™]

direction again at the gearbox.
As the box wasn’t the smoothest
piece of kit to start with — in
fact it wouldn't be out of place
on a 1930s tractor — the result-
ing action is horrific. The only
time vyou'll get a smooth,
noiseless change out of this

PERFORMANCE
Maximum speed
Standing 4 mile

FUEL CONSUMPTION

gearbox is first thing in the
morning when you put it into
first from neutral. After that it's
clunk, crunch every shift.

The back brake pedal and its
effect have much more going for
them. Even though the pedal is
at a horrible angle to what could
be considered normal, | found it
easy to use and it’s attached to a
brake that actually works. This is
a bit of a novelty for an H-D and
is due to a new, 1981-model
caliper.

In contrast to the previous
calipers from the states, thisis a
hefty piece of work finished in
black crinkle and remained free
from the sloppiness that afflicts
earlier models. | even managed
to lock up the back wheel in one
moment of panic.

Unfortunately, the  front
calipers are the old type. After
2000 miles on the test bike they
were so loose on their mounting
bolts that shaking them by hand
produced an audible clunk. Ap-
plying the front brake gently at
low speed gave rise to graunch-
ing noises as the caliper body
moved on its pivot bolts. Truly
horrible.

In braking tests at the MIRA
test track it took me 153ft
(46.6m) to stop from 60mph.
An AMF handout quotes a dis-
tance of 170ft! Both figures are
_disgraceful. Once or twice in
town | was convinced that {'d
end up tailgating a car that had
pulled up sharply in front of me.
More by luck than judgement, |
didn’t.

Interestingly, the 1981 model
dressers are fitted with the new
caliper front and rear, whereas

the custom-style bikes only have

105.24mph
14.53sec/89.49mph

Overall 37mpg

Best 43mpg

Worst 31mpg
Average full tank range 154 miles
SPEEDOMETER ACCURACY

At indicated 30mph 28.18mph

At indicated 60mph 56.38mph
BRAKING DISTANCE

From 30mph 43ft1(13.1m)
From 60mph 153ft (46.6m)
ENGINE

Type OHV 45-degree in-line V-twin
Capacity 1338.6¢cc

Bore x stroke 88.8 x 108mm
Compression ratio 8:1

Carburation

Single 38mm Keihin

it at the back. Perhaps with a
skinny, three-inch section tyre,
with a contact patch the size of a
beetle's bum on the tarmac, you
can do without efficient stoppers
when bringing over 600ib
(272kg) of H-D to a halt from
over the ton.

Certainly that thought crossed
my mind as | set off down the
MIRA straight on the first of the
top speed runs. The thought of
locking a front wheel and sliding
down the track in the company
of a Wide Glide was not com-
forting. At the end of my first run
through the lights | grabbed the
lever and watched the fork dip,
felt nothing else happening and
promptly stamped the box down
into third and stood on the back
brake. It stopped, but |'ve pulled
up quicker from 120mph with a
sight less trauma than 1 did from
105 on the Wide Glide.

| can't give you an engine
speed to go with that figure be-
cause no tacho is fitted. In true
chop style no instruments clutter
the bars. Instead the speedo and
idiot lights live in the centre of
the tank, which is borrowed from
the Electra Glide. In fact it’s two
tanks with the instrument con-
sole in the centre and is joined by
balance pipes.

Either side of the choke knob
on the console are two of the
most idiotic idiot lights |'ve come
across. They're for the indica-
tors. As you have to keep a
thumb on the indicator button to
make them work anyway, the
lights are totally surplus to
requirements.

But the tank itself is a good
size, over 4.1 gallons. Trouble
is, the vibration gets at it as well.

Claimed bhp at rpm
Claimed torque at rpm
Transmission

ELECTRICAL SYSTEM

First the rubber trim between the
two halves at the rear of the tank
flies off. It's held on by small
patches of double sided sticky
tape. Then the mounting bolts
for the tank halves start to un-
screw themselves.

The most eye-catching feature
of the Wide Glide, as far as the
general public is concerned, is
the paint on the tank. Good old
flames in red and yellow on
black. In customising terms it's
years out of date but it sure does
get you noticed. Just like every
other Harley it makes people talk
to you or acost you in the street
as you're parking it. Two bikers
called me a poser as we waited at
some lights, a bike cop passed
comment to the effect that |
looked after it well, women
smiled and winked when | stop-
ped to let them cross at zebras. A
real ego trip.

That, of course, is what this
bike is all about. It's not a cus-

tom, it's not a statement of its

owner's skill or individuality, it's
a prop for an over-inflated ego.
Nevertheless, it has to be said
that like most Harleys it is enjoy-
able to ride within its limits. The
fact that those limits don’t come
anywhere near what the average
biker expects from a machine
less than haif the size and price is
beside the point. For blowing the
minds of the bourgeoise it's ace,
for posing along the Kings Road
it's great. Come to that it's great
for doing a steady 55mph on the
freeways it was designed for.
And if you do decide to up the
speed for a while, or for as long
as your body can take the strain,
then it tracks and corners sur-
prisingly well. Even when being

60 at 4800

67 ft-lb (3.26kgm) at 3600

Duplex primary chain, wet multiplate clutch,
4-speed gearbox, chain final drive

230W alternator, electronic ignition,

50/40W headlamp

CYCLE PARTS

Frame Duplex cradle
Suspension Telescopic front fork, pivoted rear
fork with 3-way adjustable dampers
Wheels Wire spoked
Tyres 3.00 x 21 inch Goodyear Sport Rib front,
5.00 x 16 inch Goodyear Speed Grip rear
Brakes Twin 10in (255mm) discs front,
single 12in (300mm) disc rear
DIMENSIONS
Wheelbase 65in (1650mm)
Seat height 27.5in {700mm)
Overall width 28in (711mm)
Ground clearance 6in (152mm)
Weight (with 1 gal fuel) 632ib (287kg)
Fuel capacity 4.16 gal
PRICE £4369
WARRANTY Six months or 6000 miles
SUPPLIED BY Harley-Davidson Concessionaires UK Ltd.

53-61 Park Street, Luton, Beds
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pressed hard it declines to weave
in the way the Sportster does, or
wallow in the way a Glide will.
And with that endless supply of
torque on tap you can beat most
things away from the lights.

One thing that did surprise us
— and the importers — was the
fuel consumption. At an average
of 37mpg it was way down on
what is normal for this motor.
The plugs looked as if the carbu-
ration was on the rich side, but
still the consumption was not in
line with other bikes with the
same motor thdt have been
through our hands. Con-
sumption of oil was, though. The
Wide Glide drank a litre every
300 miles. It doesn’t leak, it just
seems to digest the stuff. The
only clues as to where it goes
were the great clouds of smoke
blown out of the pipes after a
cold start. The only leak was a
weep from a rocker spindie on
the rear pot.

The styling work is down to
one of the direct descendants of
the original D in H-D, William
G Davidson. He is not a
professional stylist, nor is he
exactly a young man. These two
facts may account for some of
the oddities that adorn the Wide
Glide. For instance, William G
decided that it was a bad thing to
see cables running down the
front fork. So the speedo is
driven by a cable taken from the
gearbox. This leaves just the
brake hoses running down the
fork legs. Mind you, they look
pretty odd with tightly curved
metal tube clamped to runs of
ribbed rubber hose. It was also
decided to retain the kickstart,
although the electric starter

i

e

Console contains speedo,
choke knob and idiot lights

worked every time (except once)
provided the twistgrip was given
a couple of twists to pump some
juice into the inlet tract before
the button was pressed.

If profiling is what the Wide
Glide is about and you want to
use one to impress chicks down
the high street, you may be in for
a disappointment. Once the lady
in question has travelled more
than a few miles on the pillion
she probably won’t want to
know you any more. For starters,
the pillion footrests are on the
swinging arm, but the main pro-
blem is that good old vibration. [t
attacks a passenger through the
seat backrest with the result that
she feels like her kidneys are
being scrambled.

The flame paintwork on the
test bike is one option that the
factory is pushing. If you want a
Wide Glide but can’'t face the
60s paint job the choices are
black, brown, red and blue. With
the plain colours you get match-
ing mudguards and some tas-
teful pinstriping. As yet, the UK
Concessionaires are only im-
porting the flame paint job, but
some of the independent Harley
specialists could probably sort
something out.

But what does the customer
get for his money? There's that
legendary motor with its endless
supplies of low down torque —
and vibration — there’s a riding
position that is crippling at over
70 and which singes the insides
of your thighs in town. Above ali
it gets you noticed, and not just
by other bikers.

But in terms of street
credibility (€ M Nicks 1980)I'm
afraid it misses out. If | wanted
an individual, custom Harley t'd
go for a Roadster or Sportster
and spend the extra at my local
custom shop. Born to be wild?
Sorry, no. Born to be wide? Fraid
so: wide of the mark.
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NEW FOR GUZZi )2} ORDER

via Securicor

Front mudguard feeno€io00 Cross / bow

incorporating Exhausts €3.95 EQUIPE
. ‘p-ons £1. 274 HAYDONS ROAD
Steel fork brace Send coupon for free WIMBLEDON SW19
inc. 1001 01-543 5141
£19.95 mogue ine. 10p in All prices subject to 16% VAT, 70
BARCLAYCARD & ACCESS WELCOME v
Name
?7?(%S§P;B§EK}€ANMERS - Porter strap on panniers
complete with locks and are construc_ted from the
all firtings. Fits Honda finest materials ever -
style, Euro Design, Tower used for motor cycle
3000, Tower Twin Tube luggage. They are
£49.95 (PER PAIR] without question the Fairing Twin H/L €173.87 )
Black Whi 4 3 ;i 7 Fairing T/Light £173.87
4CK o1 W hite. most superb pieces of Tank Seat Unit £129.95  Fairing Twin h/light £173.8 9 17387 | teramtin
B. TOUGH LEATHER/ P R. Siencer pr £69.53 Sports Silencers, pr. £69.53 Tank Seat Unit £119.95 <
CLOTH BAG Folds into motor cycle luggage to
small space, when not ™ be offered to the British
in use. Two straps ] Biker! )
supplied for fixing to All these quality products are available from mINTED T_ SHIRTS
carriers or seat. 24" x omted stockists throughout the UK. g udfa l z o SPORTSMAN
114" dia. Velcro one for details of nearest stockist}. D SWE ATSH IRTS SELF-ASSEMBLY
fixed flap with Or write to: PORTER LUGGAGE SYSTEMS AN Single-Bike Mode)
Zway zip. £11.95 each. 60 ASHMEAD RISE o o Sgle Bk Model, MOTORCYCLE
C.TYPE364 12"x 18"x 6" HACKET HONDA LAVERDA Buw : 2:Bike Model, TRAILERS
£29 95 (PER PAIR) 5 COFTONGHAM B45 ::\Z”l:l;l”“ ;ﬁg:;ll H ml'l?"luv'm ; £161.50 inc VAT & carriage. Jable. £194
g 3 oo " BIRMIN: 3-Bike Self-Assembiy Kit now available.
%ém}x 15"x17 Telephone: 021-44. 2883 :::2{‘:' :g:“_o“ m GEITJ-;EZI B : g\:dx.:fisécamage 1t collected from lactor.y.
NE £ Please tick y/motit/s required 1 Also available. Ready-Built Motorcycle Trailers,
E. ONE PIECE DESIGN To fit e E i T — - 1. 2 and 3 bikes. From £146-27 — £698.24. B
motor cycle seat. Two web and TSHIRT'S €350 31: Tstchoce _ p— SPECIAL OFFER until April. 10% discount on
buckle fastenmg for extra e Znd shoce : above prces to Biker readers (available from
{istchoce 00000 i nly}. Sei I .E. tor colour
security 12"x7"x 11" £19.95 SWEATSHIRYS e p o snoce ’ oleand brte . Fatrangs of D17
F. TOUGH LEATHER/CLOTH [] Sizes $-M-L, Colours BLACK-WHITE-NAVY- RED- BROWN - YELLOW- SKY BLUE : motorcycle parts available in our catalogue.
TANK BAG Two side pockets, LI » CALMAR TRAILEg & Al trailers fitted with
carrying handle, flap pocket, two-wa N B e e ENGINEERING CO. independent suspension.
zi;r;’ccgss Detacharl))ls’: base for re- ’ . B ADORESS ... ..o . 7 Totman Close, Weir industrial Estate, 'Tnh:::,‘: nco:: pabsom(ely ready
fueling etc. 15"x 10" x 9" £16.45 each 1 | Rayleigh, Essex. Phone (0268) 773600. to build. no welding or drilling. All
| ' ’ MERRYAM LTD hﬁhs LONG ACRE, COVENT Gmu LoNboN wez I Yorkshire Area & District: Ganton Service you need to assemble 1s a few
! JPost Or madh ble 1o MERRYAM LTD Allow 14 days for deliver u Station Ltd, Staxton, Nr. Scarborough. spanners or a socket set
|L Creauespost :e; aelag::::vaex:ngwmn 10 days for refund v ' J. Sherburn 471. “Carriage U.K. mainiand only.
—---------—-_-—-----

A INT YR WALIKIEIRS /)
RAISED TYRE LETTERS + NUMBERS HAZARD FLASHER SWITCH

O
1 wicH QuaLiTy oy e s ws /| POSTAL KEY SERVICE leers caose

FLICK OF A SWITCH. QUICK AND EASY -7
WHITE RUBBER AOE I A o - GALORE

- | BMW - DUCATI - HONDA

Kit consists of black handlebar switch. Heavy

duty variable load flasher relay. Cable, con-
- nectors, fuse & fitting instructions £5 9 5 YAMAHA [ ] c Z . M OT 0 G U Z I
. -
SUITABLE FOR ALL BIKES. STATE 6v or or 12v

+ 25p P&P

REPLACEMENT INDICATOR KAWASAKI » SUZUKI etc etc

LAMPS °"'+yzo§p2&;g§+, Just send key number, make of

- * Full size lamps — can be fit- * Manufactured in super tough bi ke’ you r na m e a nd add ress

STATE BULB ted to any bike. Black polypropylene.
SIZE: 6v/Bw. * Stem length  adjustable. * Lightweight, won'trust.

e | S engih  sdustable | together with cheque or postal

12v/21m. nut/washer, spacers and G0y 11y

L R — rerminals i &:ﬂ order:
For that certain Distinctive look INDI[:A Ta” KITS Contain

DARVILL DESIGN CO. ro. sox407 TELFORD SALOP. all the items needed for fitting.

(O E il (s 4 full size lamps on adjustable stems. Flasher unit,
PLEASE SUPPLY ME WITH SETS OF TYRE TALKERS ] switch, cable, connectors ‘fuse’ fitting instructions

(® 23pence per Istter Including  VAT. postd packing. {and spare parts ll!t)

ff

Onekey .............. £1.30
Two keys same number £2.40

EASY TO FIT TO ANY

0 reap s ronovE ’ = '// only £1§"?&§ BIKE WHICH HAS A
, [\ ST oo oerranor | BATTERY. KEYS GALORE: 96 Gloucester Avenue, London NW1
-------------------- ] ﬁ:ﬁzn 10 P Beaston, Rottighom NS SAB. o aero KEYS DESPATCHED BY RETURN POST
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REAL COWHIDE JACKETS

L

b

FROM
£47.95

\:«n,* 2
o
‘"“

There's a lot of leather about. But whose leather?
Sheep, Goat, Aunt Sally’'s. We make ours in 100%
Cowhide. In other words the best. Manilla the wild
one £47.95 Super Manilla with fringes £49.95 or
the Kansan, tough, stylish with padded shoulders
and eibows for £62.95. So, check out the
competition, but come back to the real thing,
Rivetts Cowhide Jackets.

LONDON
234-8 High Rd. Leytonstone E11 3HT.
(Tel: 01-534 3021/1304}

BIRMINGHAM

176 Broad St. Birmingham B15 1DX.
(Tel: 021-632 6797)

MANCHESTER

265-7 Deansgate, Manchester 3.
(Tel: 061-833 0797)

Please send me the best {Tick box/}
Manilla £47.95 ]
Super Manilla £49.95 [}
Kansan £52.95 ]

Chest size 34-44 men
12-14-16 for women . ...

B/Card, Access No. . ..
We now accept Diners Club.
PQ’s/Cheques payable to Rivetts

Name
Address .. .. . .... . ...
BR

L
=N
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Peter Watson spends an interesting
— and sometimes hairy — day with
the men from Squire Sidecars

four of their very varied
combinations, including the latest
wedge on a wheel single seater

APRIL 1981
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Top left: ZP1 single seater and MZ 250. Top right:
Bonnie and ST2. Above: swoopy new SL1
attached to a Kawasaki Z440 twin

SK Peter Rivers-

Fletcher of Squire

Sidecars what machi-
nes are best for sidecar haulage,
and he just smiles. ‘Anything,’
he says. ‘If a bike's selling well,
people want a sidecar fitted.’
They've produced fittings for
such unlikely models as Honda’'s
CB40OF and RD400s. Anything
is possible, providing you don’t
own either a Laverda or a CBX.
‘We looked at the CBX,” he
recalls mournfully, ‘but there

was just no way we could do it
properly.” His favourite is the
Kawasaki Z1000ST. ‘Cruise at
90 all day: lovely bike."

So how is business for
Europe’s largest — excluding the
Czechoslovakian Velorex factory
— sidecar producer? ‘People talk
about a sidecar boom,” says
Peter, "but for us it's just been a
case of steady growth.’ In 1974
Squire produced less than 100
units, but by 1980 that had risen

Continued on page 52
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the Williams-Raahauge (left) and Peter Rivers-Fletcher

Squire PV1 and Vespa 150 scoot: very, very slow

to 2000. In fact sales dipped
last year and the Bidford-on-
Avon workforce has been cut
back from 25 to 13 recently. Ex-
port sales take care of 40 per
cent of production: a strong
pound and the recession have
taken their toll. When the Velorex
factory were unable to supply
Jawa-CZ, Squire produced over
2000 budget-specification
Javelin single seaters to mate
with the 350 two-stroke twin.
Now that regular business has
gone — Velorex are back on the
British market — but Squire
have fresh plans and new
models coming up. As Peter
Rivers-Fletcher says, they've
seen new sidecar producers
come and they’'ve seen them go.
As a small sample of their
wares — seven basic
body/chassis  variations —
Squire had lined up four combi-
nations for us to sample. They
ranged from a humble, vyet
remarkably rapid, MZ outfit,
through more sporting Z440
and Bonneville powered three-
wheelers to a Vespa scooter
device. This last chair has sold
well in Japan, no less, where
Vespa ownership suddenly be-
came chic last year. The weird-
ness of it all is rather appealing.
Apart from the new wedge-
shaped SL1 tied to the Kawa-
saki, | was most interested in the
ZP1 MZ single seater. MZ used
to produce a superb combination
— complete with hydraulically-
actuated side-car wheel brake —
in the days of the banana tank
and Earles-type fork. But the
Supa 5 has a twin-tube spine
frame which poses obvious pro-
blems for sidecar chassis attach-
ment. | was dying to discover
how Squire had solved the riddle
and examine their strange arti-
culated arm attachment that
runs from the rear of the swing-
ing arm to the sidecar chassis.
The ZP1 chassis features four-
point fixing to the MZ frame,

with an enormous double clamp
on both the main spine tubes just
aft of the steering head and un-
der the fuel tank. Then there's
another cranked arm which
spreads its loading on to the MZ
frame via a plate and three fixing
points: one is to the swinging
arm pivot another to the footrest
mount. Further back is a large
clamp on the frame raii under the
seat. The articulated arm
employs rubber bushes at each
end and moves in one plane with
the rise and fall of the swinging
arm, attaching low down on the
sidecar chassis. It's there to
reduce the loading on the
swinging arm pivot bearings via
flexing of the rear subframe and
suspension.

In practice this set-up works
extremely well, producing a sat-
isfyingly rigid three-wheeler.
Peter Rivers-Fletcher hurled the
outfit through a left-hander with
the sidecar wheel held high in
the air. As the passenger during
this escapade | remained im-
pressed. At the controls myself |
was startled by the performance
of the MZ and ZP1, whether
loaded or without human ballast.
The chair adds a mere 100lb
(45.4kg) to the bike, and with a
17 instead of 20 tooth gearbox
sprocket it pulls superbly up to
an indicated 60-65mph. The
sheer torque of the little rubber-
mounted 250 two-stroke single
is surprising and the handling —
with a friction steering damper
fitted — is safe as long as you
remember that the sidecar is
very, very light. £420.90 to you
including fittings, hood, tonneau
cover, delivery charge and VAT.
Worried about the MZ's left-
mounted kickstart? The knack —
and bruising — is easily
acquired.

A good deal more impressive
in a different way was the ST2
luxury spec single seater and
750 Bonnie. Very sensitive to
sudden power on/ off changes, it

could be hustled up to 70mph in
no time. The ST2 is a very com-
fortable sidecar which shares its
leading link, rubber in torsion
suspension with the rest of the
Squire range. It also features a
perimeter chassis and roll bar,
large luggage compartment with
locking lid and an alloy wheel
wearing a 5.20 x 10in Mini-
sized crossply tyre. Later ver-
sions will feature a forward-
hinging screen for easier access
and conversion kits are avail-
able. The whole deal weighs
185lb (B4kg) and costs
£757.85 complete.

| found Squire’s latest side-
hack, the SL1 wedge, to be a
very comfortable chair indeed.
The sensibly shaped screen folds
forward — there’s an over-centre
clip at each side — and the seat
back comes out for easy access
to the luggage compartment.
We liked the styling, but that's a
matter of personal taste, and
despite the lack of an ail-round
chassis rail to protect the superb
glass fibre it felt very secure. Like
the ZP1, it runs on a 4.00 x 8in
scooter-size tyre.

Almost ideally matched with
the Z440, the SL1 and Kawasaki
seemed to peak at around
70mph. Side draughts, always a
problem with Squire’s original
ST1 single seater, don’t get to an
SL1 passenger and there's a
small dash moulded to accept a
radio or tape player. At £484
complete it should sell extremely
well. Again, it is very light and
you need to take every care on
tight left-hand bends. The speed
with which our photographer
Michael Bailie vacated the SL1
seat says everything you'd want
to know about my skill as a side-
car driver.

Attached to a Vespa 200 I'm
sure that Squire’'s dinky little
PV1 would burble along quite
nicely. With a mere 149.5c¢cc at

my disposal and Peter Rivers-
Fletcher in the chair it droned to
40mph and finally struggled up
to a mind-blowing 45 miles an
hour. Frankly, the Japanese (and
anyone else for that matter) are
welcome to it. If such is your
bent, £442.75 is the size of the
dent it will make in your wallet.

Back inside the Squire factory,
which covers a well-filled 7,500
square feet, we were able to
examine the production line.
Bodies are moulded by no less
than four outside suppliers and
the quality is second to none.
Domestic cookers make up an
array of stove-enamelling ovens,
but the spray booth is rather
more modern. All welding is by
the MIG process and Squire has
a rig on which it can test new
chassis/fitting combinations
dynamically, rather than let their
customers discover where it's
going to break.

Peter Rivers-Fletcher and his
partner Mike Williams-
Raahauge — don’t let the
double-barrelled names fool
you; these guys have dirt under
their nails — have plenty more
sidecars planned. To augment
their current range they have a
very nicely styled double-adult
enclosed saloon chair coming
up. This will increase their ‘fam-
iy’ market coverage; the RS1
child-adult model is Squire’'s
only one designed to carry two at
present.

With their new model and
current range Squire seem
poised to do well when the eco-
nomic going gets better. Until
then, they'll just have to ride it
out. On three wheels, of course.

[

e

Three-wheel drifting on MZ 250 and Squire ZPT
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A couple of chipsoff the old block.

Specifications | CB750F-B CB90OF-B CBS00OF2-B

Engine: Air cooled, 4-cylinder, dohc Air cooled, 4-cylinder, dohc Air cooled, 4-cylinder, dohc
16 valve, 4-stroke. 16 valve, 4-stroke. 16 valve, 4-stroke.

Power Output: 79ps at 9,000 rpm (DIN). 95ps at9,000rpm (DIN). 95ps at 9,000rpm (DIN).

Ignition System: | Fully transistorised. Fully transistorised. Fully transistorised.

Gearbox: 5-speed constant mesh. 5-speed constant mesh. 5-speed constant mesh.

Seat Height: 31.78ins. 31,78 ins. 31,78ins.

Kerb Weight: 553.35 lbs. 557.76 1bs. 586.42 1bs.

Fuel Capacity: 4.4 galls. 4.4 galls. 4.4 galls.

Colours Available:

Recommended
Retail Price:

Black, Silverand Red.

£1875 inc. Del. charge and
V.AT. exc. No. Plates, PD.I etc.

Black, Silver and Blue.

£2175 inc. Del. charge and
V.AT. exc. No. Plates, P.D.L etc.

Silver/White or Red/White.
£2399incDel. charge and

V.AT. exc.No.Plates,P.D.I. etc.

(including 12 month unlimited mileage warranty)

Our 750F and 900F series are
direct descendants of the bike that was
our all-time Endurance racing winner—
the RCB. And they’re all the image of
their father.

The 750F inherited the double
overhead camshatft, adjustable rear
suspension, sleek Eurostyle looks and
a little less thirst for petrol.

The 900F has the oil cooler, tough

/
L
e

duralumin handlebars, fully adjustable
rear dampers and—in the case of the
900F2—full sports fairing. So there’s
even more family resemblance.

All three, of course, have the Old
Man’s superbike performance. And if
that’s what you’re looking for, they're
Daddies of them all in their own right.

Believe in freedom.Believe in
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Please enclose a stamped addressed
envelope for your
FREE COLOUR BROCHURE.

Belstaff International Ltd., Caroline Street, Longton. Stoke-on-Trent,
Staffs. ST3 1DD I
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COME TO ABC FOR THE LARGEST
RANGE OF MOTORCYCLE
CLOTHING IN ENGLAND

DAINESE P
ONE-PIECE

TOGA

LEATHER

SUIT —

£150

&

MAIN
STOCKISTS
"FOR:

FURYGAN

LEATHERS,

DAINESE

LEATHERS,

BELL .
HELMETS, )
SCHOTT ‘
JACKETS, -~
REUSCUH

GLOVES..

RAY BOOTS,
HIGHWAYMAN,
ALPINE STAR

BOOTS

&

»
Alpine Stars -~ £52.00 —
Gloves -- Barry Sheene —
£14.50 — Bell Helmets — Star

It — £69.95.

b

Schott ‘Natural” Jacket with
detachable fur collar and lining
— £99.50. Available in Beige,
Medium Brown (as above}, Dark
Brown and Black.

SET THE PACE

Look like a winner with the really unique range of Motor
Cycle clothing from ABC. You won't find a wider choice
anywhere of imported leather suits and jackets from the US
and Europe, plus the finest quality UK brand names. And
there's a great selection of UK and imported leather jeans,
helmets, oversuits, anoraks and boots at value for money
prices. .

So don't delay, pay us a visit while stocks last.

Order by mail. Simply send a Cheque or Postal Order with
your order, plus £2 P&P.

For immediate despatch ring us with your Access
Card/American Express or Barclaycard Number. All
prices include V.A.T.
ABC Clothing Centre, 231 Earl’s Court
Road, London SW5 9AH. 01-373 4737.

ATHUM

.

Messrs Devonshire and Free keep their Ariel on an even keel

on a 500. A quick check of the
rear guard revealed that it was
not that most famous of Ariels,
this one bore the lettering NOT
GOV 132,

It doesn’t take long before an
immaculate Matchless G80 or
Ariel HT isn't worth more than a
cursory glance. Only when con-
fronted with something like a
beautiful Norton 500T or nice
Gold Star did my brain register
envy.

Clerk of the course John Alla-
way reckons that about half of
the classic bikes there are only
used in anger once a year, at the
Talmag. Inevitably this leads to
some less than professional
attempts on the sections and the
occasional muttered comment to
the effect that if the bloke can’t
ride it he shouldn’'t be allowed to
own it. But for most riders the
Talmag is a social occasion, a
chance to gallop the bike you've
spent perhaps years restoring
over some not-too-tricky
obstacles.

Winning is not what it's about.
After all, with Sammy Mitler and
ex-works rider Tony Davis in the
field, the average clubman is not
really in with a shout. So it's nice
to be able to report that com-
petitors treated observers with
every courtesy, there was a
minimum of hanging about be-
fore attempting sections and,
above all, everyone was ob-
viously enjoying themselves.

John Allaway had laid out the
course with the intention of let-
ting one competitor from the
three major ciasses go round two
laps of 15 sections clear. A timed
special test would decide ties. At
the end of the day his skill was

APRIL 1981

amply illustrated by the fact that
Tony Davis had gone through
the day clear in the unit con-
struction class on his B40, Clive
Dopson was clear in the over
300cc rigid rear section, but
nobody cleared the whole course
in the over 300cc with rear sus-
pension class.

Ot all people it was Sammy
Milier who lost out with one dab
on section six during the first fap.
Although most of the sections
were gentle, the sixth was not —
a full bore climb up a very steep
gully with a tricky exit. After a
few machines had been up the
surface was reduced to a mix of
large stones and loose earth.
Those who got through without
losing five marks did so by stay-
ing over to the left as far up the
bank as possible before they had
to cross the loose surface and
exit right-handed. Miller dabbed
when his front wheel lifted.

If you were looking for an
overall winner, then the special
test showed Clive Dopson was
quicker than Tony Davis, How-
ever, neither was quicker than
grass track ace Julian Wigg
whose 500 Royal Enfield
seemed to spend a lot of time
with its front wheel off the deck.
Dopson, 24, a graduate of the
Surrey schoolboys trials club,
rode an immaculate 5007 Nor-
ton restored by his father.

Around 3000 people watched
the Talmag this year, more
spectators than are usually seen
at a trial anywhere. If you like
watching trials machines that
bear a strong resemblance to
road bikes — especially old Brit-
ish bikes — in competition,
you'd better be there next year.

" § Lambert aims his Douglas up the approach to section six
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Sammy Miller heading for his only dab of the day
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Motorcycle
Leather Manufacturers

ond Retailers

91-93 Harborough Road
Northampton NN2 7SL
Telephone 718100, 718028

(STD 0604)

308 TRACKSTAR

A deluxe racing glove made

from cape with a nylon airtex

lining for warmth.

Velcro flap fixing at wrist with con-
trasting stripe and edging to glove.
From stock: sizes small, medium,

SUPER NEW SHOWROOMS AT:

175 KILBURN HIGH ROAD,
LONDON  TEL: 01-328 6017

¢

153 COSSACK n
A Lancer-front jacket lined in . -

nylon featuring three front zip -
pockets and waist adjusters.

From stock: sizes 34° to 44"

chest.

Colours. Black, Royat, Blue

and Red. Other colours to

order.

(Quilted lining optional).

292 “MONACO”
ONE-PIECE TOURING
SUIT

Features heavy-duty two-
way zip, padded elbows,
hips and knees and quilted
padding from the
shoulders to the neck.
Twin arm stripes standard.
One inside pocket. Nylon
lined.

From stock: sizes 34" to 44"
chest.

Maximum  height. 5 117
Colours. Black and White, Red
and White, Royal Blue and

large, X-large. :
Colours: Black with Blue, White White.
stripes — Black with Red, White
stripes.
350 LADIES’
GRAND PRIX
JACKET
«ONLY TOP- The most popular
uUALlTY cow jacket of the range
featuring  extra-long
H length  with  superb
HIDE USEd n quilted padding at the
the manufacture shoulders and
elbows. Front strong
of our zip, zips at wrists, two
front zip pockets, one
garments: the inside  pocket  and
. twin  waist adjusters
ﬂptlmum fﬂl’ ensuring a snug fit.
wear and r:lcylon lined. ok
. rom stock:
protection. sizes 32" to
40" bust.
+ Finance available 252 ROAD RACING Colours:  Red,
* Barclaycard welcome. BOOTS 11" Black and Royal
* Access welcome. Lightweight, non-slip soles are the Blue. .
* After-sales service feature of these superb boots made  (Quitted  lining
second-to-none. in Northampton. Made from soft  available to
* We specialise in hide. To ensure a good fit two  order. Other
customised and ‘made-to- buckle adjusters and gear lever colours and sizes
measure leathers — call in pads are incorporated. available t0
for a quotation on your From stock: sizes 4 to 12. order.
own ‘‘special design’’ Colours: Black, Red, Royal Blue,
White, Light Blue, Green and

Yellow.

Speedman Italian-styl’
one-piece suit. Fourteen
ciours available, cotton or
suten lining. Priced from £145
i ing V_

Speedman Tourin
Padded at hips an

26-36 waist, leg length to
measure. Priced from £68
including VAT

‘Kershaw two-piece touring
i swat. Suil zips together at
wast, jacket features
rlasticated back panel. Pric

[fivinc VA i

ket.
s oul ers, two zipped
kets at waist. Made in
zes 36 to 44 or to measure.
e £68 inc VAT

v

asaki

va

Nershaw (Kawasaki)
motocross jeans. Padded at
knees and hips. Also available
in other colours. Priced from
£64inc VAT
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colour schemes. E sticated
back panel. Price approx £111
mnc VAT

Lewts leathers K16 one-piece
racing or touring suit. Sizes
H-44. Cotton lined. Three
stock colour styles. Price £150
inc VAT

TT Leathers Kenny Robert
Replica one-piece suit.
Rounded collar, elasticated
ck panel. Sizes 36-44. Price
7.91 inc VAT

445 jacket. F

Kett -paecy
collar and

tour: araifable @
ladies’ style. Zips together at shoulders. Sizes 34-44 Bla
waist. Priced from about £120 red or blue. Price £71.95

inc VAT VAT

vis Leather
aist belt, two poc ets. Price
£71.95 inc VAT. Matching K14
Jacket also available at £89.95

pe
445 jacket. Sizes 34-44: yello
med blue, navy, red or black.
Quilted lining. Price £92.95 inc
VAT

inc VAT
3
T Leathers Eagle two-piece Belsta acket.
touring suit. Zips together at Made from sheep nappa in

waist. Sizes 36-44 or made to red, black or blue. Two hip

measure. Price £148.26 inc l
vAT cuffs. Price £55.18 inc VAT

Murtorcycle Leathers
‘cee touring suit. Zips
ther at waist. Colours and,
. Priced from
VAT

pockets, rounded collar, apped

privee
Zips together at waist.
Available in grey/white or
blue/white. Price £260
_including VAT

Belstaff Cossack jacket. Made
Sfrom cowhide. Three colours
(red, black, blue) with
matching stripes. Price £56.70
inc VAT

I|/\_

Dainese Toga one-

racing suit. Elasticated back
panel. Available in several
colour styles and made to
measure. Price £150 inc VAT

b

chott 620 jur-kct Detachab
r collar. Avaable in sizes
4. Priced at £95 includin
AT. Manufactured in the
nited States

A}

gan Furybest one-piece
swuit. Sizes 38-42 or made to
measure. Price £225inc VAT
{add 10% for made to measure
outfit)

Dainesé i et. Black
only. Sizes 36-42. Flap collar,
three front pockets. Waist
belt. Price around £85
ncluding VAT

fvly rco-piece suil.
vailable in v¢d/black only, in
sizes 36 to 44. Zips together at
waist. Priced at £95 mcluding
VAT

Furyga ad

black or black wit
detailing. Isothermic vmn
Price £90 (black) or £95
(black/orange)

R~

amen Bonera one-piece suit.
Only available in red/black.
Sizes 38-44. Inside chest
pi)qcket. Price £150 including
VAT

JBW Rikes I Huffo B5
Jacket. 1yinfahle m black only
in stzes 36 to 44. Padded
shoulders. Priced at £64.95 inc
VAT

e Trophy Patrol
ket and matchmated T2
ins. Jacket has quilted
ermal lining, 34-44. £90
" cket), £60 (jeans)

Damen Motoski L?{vo-piece.
Features built-in waistcoat.
Available in two colours a
in men’s and ladies’s’

Price £170 inc VAT

JBW Bikestyle casual leather
Jjeans. Black only; waist has
loops for belt. Sizes 30-36.
Price is £29.95 including

xar

dtop Trophy Pat
Ladies’ jacket and Ladies’ T'1
Jeans. Jacket and jeans
specially tailored for ladies.
£80 (jacket), £50 (jeans)
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an afuru 903-1
two-piece goatskin suit.
Available in four colours and
in men’s and ladies’ sizes.
Price £160 inc VAT

varsson 406-131
Jacket. Made of goatskin with
padded shoulders. Available
blue, black, red or green. Price
£96.30 inc VAT

s
a ja to
ng. Colours and styles to comcide with Kidd’s eavy
—ider. Priced from £185 inc tal movie launch. Price £79
VAT AT
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nterstate Grand Prix jacket.
Sizes 34 to 44 in black, red,
blue, brown and yellow.
Padded at shoulders. Price
£87.40 inc VAT

uring suit. Three choices
olour. Sizes 34 to 44. Priced
at £138 inc VAT. Can be made

o measure

onda Un piece suit.
In farmiliar Honda family’
colours to fit both men and
women. Priced at £163.01 inc
VAT

Highwayman Prontojacket.
At the cheaper end of the
range. Comes in three colours.
Priced at £75.17 including
VAT

kai/She eplica
one-prece suit. Available also
as two-piece and in men’s and
women’s sizes. Price £170 and
£185 (two piece)

HC jacket. For
mena women in red/blue,
red/yellow and blue/yellow.
Available at Honda dealers.
Price £93.15 including VAT

Jeans. Used mostly for MX but
can also be used on road.
Price £116 inc VAT. Can be
made to measure

I pench
trrer oA
styles. For both men a
women. Twin waist poc
Price £63.50 inc VAT

~

ALTON
The Alton company, run by Alec
Alderton, is the'sole UK importer for
the unusual and interesting range of
Swedish-made AB Halvarsson
products. The most fascinating
thing about the Halvarsson stuff is
that it's made of goatskin which is
claimed to have a higher tensile
strength than even cow hide.
Halvarsson make a large selection of
clothing which includes one- and
two-piece touring suits, jackets,
jeans and some absolutely
superb-looking moto-cross jeans
and jackets. Top of the range is the
De Luxe two-piece suit which is
priced at around £170. All styles
can be made to measure. Alton is at
1 Thurburn Close, Broughton,
Northants. (0536 790246).

BELSTAFF
Better known for their wet-weather
protective clothing, Belstaff also
produce a range of leather jackets.
They include the Bucaneer, made of
sheep nappa and costing £85, to
the top of the range cowhide Dallas
at £100. Nice thing about the
Belstaff range is that it's available at
a wide range of stockists.

BMW
Never a company to resist the
opportunity to indulge in a little
one-upmanship, BMW have
produced their own range of
motorcycling leathers. Made of top
quality cowhide the two-piece suits
are available in grey /white and a
rather attractive blue and white and
cost around £260. See your local
BMW dealer for more details.

DAINESE
As worn by Kenny Roberts and
Bazza. The Italian-made Dainese
outfits are among the most stylish
and colourful leathers avaitable.
They're well made in that typically
sleek ttalian fashion and come in a
variety of styles. The range includes
one- and two-piece suits plus jackets
and jeans and the prices are
surprisingly reasonable. The
Dainese range is imported into the
UK by ABC Motorcycles of 231
Earls Court Road, London SW5
(01-373 4737). Although ABC
carry quite a good stock, suits can
also be made to measure although
some delay in delivery should be
expected.

DAMEN

You can't beat the Continentals for
their stylish leather gear and the
Dutch Damen leathers are no
exception. They're well made and
beautifully styled. The one-piece
suit — known as the Bonera —
retails for around £150 while the
two-piece Tempo Combi and Como
Combi outfits cost around £170. A
very interesting outfit is the Motoski
two-piece which has a sort-of built in
waistcoat. It comes in men’s and
ladies’ sizes and is available in two
colour schemes. Price is also around
£170. The Damen range is
imported by Tony Hepworth
Leisure, 45a Chapeltown, Pudsey,
West Yorkshire (0532 560199).

FURYGAN
Yet another Continental
manufacturer is Furygan of Nimes in
France. You'll see a lot of their stuff

un the Grand Prix circuits of the

world but they also make a large
range of two-piece touring suits as
well as jackets and jeans. Again the
emphasis is on style and the
Furygan suits are absolutely
beautiful. They're expensive
though. For example the Furybest
one-piece suit in our photograph
costs £225. Still, class costs cash
and Furygan are what practical
protection and fashionable style are
all about. They're available from
ABC Motorcycles, 231 Earls Court
Road, London SW5 (01 373
4737). Once again, however,
expect delays for made-to-measure
suits.

GOLDTOP
Perhaps best known for their
Goldtop range of boots, Godfrey's
of Hull also make a range of leather
jackets and jeans. The range
includes waist-length jackets,
cross-over, angled zip designs and
fringed tassled jackets for those who
like that sort of thing. Best known of
the Goldtop range is the Trophy
Patrol jacket which features a
quilted lining. Goldtop also do a
range of leather jeans and trousers
which can be matchmated to the
jackets to form a two-piece suit.
Both men’s and ladies’ styles are
available in a range of sizes to suit
almost everyone. They're available
at a large range of stockists
nationwide but more details are
available from Godfrey's (Hull) Ltd,
Goldtop House, 96-98 Analby
Road, Hull (0482 225621).

HIGHWAYMAN
The Highwayman company is one of
the oldest and most experienced
manufacturers and its present boss,
Derek Radley, has forgotten more
about the leather industry than most
guys wilt ever learn. Experience
counts and it shows in the
Highwayman range. The suits are
superbly made using only the finest
hides and the linings are almost
invariably made of luxurious satin. A
vast range is made, from one-piece
racing suits at around the £185
mark and two-piece suits (around
£170) through to the beautiful
Cascade jacket (£111) and down to
the Pronto jacket at around £75.
You can also get motocross jeans at
around £116. It'll be hard to find
anyone anywhere in the world who
gives you better quality for the
money. The Highwayman range is
on sale at many stockists around the
UK. More details from
Highwayman, 48-50 Copperfield
Road, London SE1 (01-980 6561)

HONDASTYLE
Made specifically for Honda owners,
and marketed through Honda o
dealers, the Hondastyle range of
leatherware consists of one and
two-piece suits and jackets and
jeans in rather attractive matching
colours. Prices range from £163 for
the Unisex two-piece suit down to
£70 for the Bomber Jacket. All the
Hondastyle gear is made for both
men and women and in sufficient
stock sizes to suit most tastes. You
meet the neatest people on a
Honda.

INTERSTATE
Martin Pell's rapidly expanding
company operates from

The Manufacturers

Northampton but also has outlets at
Nottingham and at its recently
opened showroom in the Kilburn
High Road, north London. Racing
fans will know that Interstate
leathers have been worn by riders of
the calibre of Kork Ballington, Mick
Grant and Ron Haslam but the
company also makes a whole range
of products aimed at the road rider.
Apart from several types of
one-piece suit, there are a number
of two-piece styles such as the very
attractive Monza and Aipine touring
suits. Interstate also produce a large
selection of jackets, some in racing
team colours, as well as several
types of jeans. More details from
Interstate leathers, 91-93
Harborough Rd, Northampton
(Northampton 718100). Also at 77
Alfreton Road, Nottingham (0602
704407). The London showroom is
at 175 Kilburn High Road, NW6.

JOHN BROWN WHEELS
The huge JBW organisation also
produces its own range of leather
gear marketed under the Bikestyle
brand name. There's a zip-together
two-piece touring suit plus a whole
range of mens’ and ladies’ jackets in
various styles. JBW has outlets at
Bristol, Birmingham, Cardiff,
Croydon, Donington, Edinburgh,
Glasgow, Ltondon, Manchester,
Romford, Southampton, Warwick
and Sleaford.

KERSHAW
Alan Kershaw's operation is based
at Colwyn Bay in Wales, Best known
as suppliers of racing leathers to the
likes of Charlie Williams and John
Newbold, Kershaw also markst a
range of gear suitable for the road
rider In addition to two-piece
touring suits they make various
jackets, some in well-known racing
team colours, as well as some rather
colourful motorcross-type jeans.
Suits and jackets can be made to
measure at very little extra cost.
Kershaw can be contacted at 5 York
Road, Colwyn Bay, Clwyd, North
Wales (0492 2508).

KETT
As worn by our very own McEditor.
Kett, of course, specialise in a large
range of motorcycling clothing of
which leatherware is just a part.
They produce one-piece suits in a
quite bewildering range of styles
and colours as well as a large
selection of two-piece outfits,
jackets and jeans. Many motorcycle
clothing shops stock the Kett range
but they will also do
made-to-measure suits. Let's face it,
if they can make a suit to fit Big
John they can make one for
anybody. For details of prices and
sizes contact Kett Manufacturing,
59 Palmerston Road, Wealdstone,
Harrow, Middlesex HA3 (01 427
7767).

LEWIS LEATHERS
Perhaps the best known
manufacturer in Britain — as well as
one of the oldest — Lewis have
nevertheless managed to keep
abreast of the changes in
motorcycling fashion. They make a
vast selection of leather clothing
available both off the peg and made
to measure. As one would expect of
such an experienced company the

quality of their stuff is excellent.

Prices are competitive and there's
something in almost everyone's
price range. If you can’t find what
you want at Lewis’s you probably
won't get it anywhere. Their main
showroom is at 120-122 Great
Portland Street, London WA (01
636 9975) but they also have
outlets at Birmingham, Sheffield
and Burnley.

MANX LEATHERS
If you were impressed by the
colourful and stylish leathers worn
by racers Graeme McGregor and
Jetf Sayle during 1980 you'll
probably be even more impressed to
learn that the company that made
them, Manx Motorcycle Leathers, is
only five years old. As one would
expect from an Isle of Man based
firm, Manx specialise in
made-to-measure racing suits priced
from around £150 plus VAT.
However, they also make two-piece
touring outfits and a range of
jackets. The company is run by
David Addison and the quality of
design and workmanship is top
class. For more details contact Manx
at Snugborough Trading Estate,
Union Mills, Isle of Man (0604
27886).

RIVETTS
Clothing is only a part of the Rivetts
marketing operation but they
nevertheless make an attractive
range of leatherware sold under the
Rivetts label. The Sabre one-piece
race suit is particularly stylish while
the Striker, Rimini and Kenny
Roberts replica jackets are very
distinctive. They provide a repair
service and will also make suits to
measure. The main Rivetts
showroom is at 234-8 High Road,
Leytonstone, London E11 (01 5634
3021) and they are also represented
in Birmingham and Manchester.

SCHOTT

Interesting range of leather
sportswear made in America and
suitable for use on a motorcycle.
Some rather neat tan coloured
jackets as well as patrol jackets.
Typical of the stylish dual-purpose
leatherware being made in the
States. Imported by ABC
Motorcycles of 231 Earls Court
Road, London SW5 (01-373
4737).

SPEEDMAN
Operating from a small shop in the
Old Kent Road, Speedman
manufacture a surprising large
range of stuff. They stock one and
two-piece outfits — which can also
be made to measure in almost any
style and colour — as well as various
jackets and jeans. Only quality
linings are used and they also offer
an after-sales repair service.
Speedman are at 289 Old Kent
Road, London SE1 (01 237 3807).

TT LEATHERS
As worn by world sidecar champion
Jock Taylor. TT Leathers make a
whole range of motorcycle clothing
of which leatherware forms only a
part. One and two-piece suits can be
made to measure and they also do
jackets and jeans in a variety of
styles and sizes. Contact them at 23
Horsemarket, Barnard Castle,
Durham (0833 37544). J
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Can‘t afford to replace that scratched helmet
visor? Peter Watson may have the answer to

your problem

BOUGHT a visor for my hel-

met last week. It wasn't a

genuine Bell item, but even
so it cost me £250 A
weekend’s hard riding and 650
miles later it's fit for the dustbin,
so badly scratched as to be
positively dangerous at night.
Now that’s an expensive hobby.
It's also annoying, because we
reckon that your average visor
costs about 20p to make.
So why not make your own? A
friend of mine has being doing
just that for years and says that
as long as you have a helmet fit-
ted with a visor stamped out of
polycarbonate or acetate sheet
and can locate a supply of the
right size press studs, it’s simple.
If you own a Kiwi, Nolan or Nava
lid with their moulded polycar-
bonate visors, then you're in
trouble.
First, however, find your sheet

.-" !
-7 - - ——u

B PL A T
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Smooth corners are fairly
easy with either snips or
scissors

68

of clear polycarbonate. We
bought a sheet of 0.756mm
Lexan polycarbonate measuring
49 x 25 inches (1245 x 635mm)
from Visijar Plastics of 1 Pegasus
Road, Croydon Airport, Surrey
CE2 4PR (01-686 6341). Visijar
have branches in Manchester,
Birmingham and Gainsborough
in Lincolnshire. The sheet we
bought cost £5.42 including
VAT, and is the thinnest avail-
able. You could choose to use
the slightly stiffer — and more
expensive — 1mm, 1.5mm or
2mm, but 0.75mm sheet is
quite adequate.

It's in locating the right size
press studs that you may come
unstuck. While the majority of
helmet manufacturers — and
certainly all the British firms —
use the size also common to
most riding suits, the odd one
doesn’t. Yes, Bell use a slightly
smaller one which we found very
hard to buy in small enough
quantities. You don’'t want 1000
do you? That's the minimum
quantity that Durable Fasteners
in East London will sell you.

The larger studs — complete
with a die and punch needed to
fit them — can be obtained most

_cheaply from D Lewis Ltd at

their shops in London, Birming-
ham, Sheffield, Manchester and
Burnley. Their kit, at 75p, makes
a lot of sense, although you also
get the male stud which you
don’t want.

If you want a better gquality
hand tool set comprising punch
and two dies then Durable Fas-
teners of 138-146 Cambridge
Heath Road, London E1 (O1-
790 0638/9/0) will sell you a
Maun set for £6.50 plus VAT
and postage. At the Creech
Coachtrimming  Centre, 45
Anerley Road, london SE19

Tools of the trade: Lexan sheet with (left back) Lewis
kit punch and die, Maun prnch and dies (left front),

press studs and snips (right)

APRIL S

G-clamp and wooden block
are useful to make sure sheet
ts held still while you're
drilling holes.

. {01-659 4135) you'll also find a

similar set for £4.50. Creech
also sells the large-size, two-
piece female studs for 12p each.

So far we've spenta minimum
of £6.17, but you need some-
thing to cut and drill the sheet
with. We bought a pair of cheap
‘cuts anything’ snips at the local
hardware store for £2.20 and
then discovered that a pair of
good quality household scissors
— such as the Finnish-made
Wilkinson Sword type — will do
the job just as effectively. How-
ever, if you don’t already own a
pair they'li cost you £5.95.

For drilling the sheet we
recommend a2 hand brace, as
most electric drills run too fast.
But since our workshop think

r—

Holes can be trimmed up
with either a file or Stanley
knife

that hand tools equal hard work
we fell back on their low-revving
electric drill and stand.

As a first effort | selected a
colleague’'s Britax helmet. It's
about three years old and he
can’'t get a visor for it anywhere.
So, taking pity on the poor
bloke, | set to.

First | placed his old visor
firmly on the sheet of Lexan —
there’s paper stuck to both sur-
faces — and drew round it and
inside the four holes using a
felt-tip pen. Then | used the
snips to cut out the main shape.
This was surprisingly easy, and |
produced some fairly smooth
curves.

With four oval holes to make
in the shape 1'd produced | had
to drill eight holes and then dress
the results into shape with a file.
Even if your pattern visor hasn’t
got elongated holes where the
studs go, I'd recommend that
you use them since they’ll

The finished article: not bad

Securing two-piece press
stud. The die (bottom) acts as
an anvil, while punch must be
held upright

accommodate any errors on your
part.

Fitting the two-piece studs is
simple. You place the half of the
stud with the protruding shank
into the die, slip the visor over
the shank and follow it with the
other half of the stud. Now fit the
punch squarely on to the shank
and — making certain that the
punch remains perfectly upright
— tap the punch smartly with a
hammer. As the tubular shank
deforms and burrs over so both
halves of the stud come
together, sandwiching the visor
between them.

Now strip off the protective
paper from the polycarbonate
and offer up the visor to the shell
and fittings. We had to relieve
the pivot holes slightly with a file
and Stanley knife, but otherwise
everything fitted. It had taken
me just half an hour to make my
first visor.

We reckon that you should be
able to get 15 Britax-type visors
— a fairly large variety — out of
that sheet of Lexan. So adding
the cost of the Lewis press stud
kit and the snips — but not a
brace and drill bits — each visor
would cost just under 56p. Us-
ing the Creech tool, studs at 12p
each and the same snips and
Lexan sheet would raise that to
just under £1.05 each, but this
doesn’t account for the saving
you'll make from visor number
16 on, having alreddy written off
your tooling costs.

So what does all this mean? It
means that you could save your-
self as much as £29 on 15 visors
(or at least 18 months, supply)
by producing them for roughly
22 per cent of the shop price.

And if there are any budding
entrepreneurs out there reading
this, why not check out the mar-
ket for a pack containing punch,
dies and 50 press studs? You
could be surprised at the
response.
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Avon Easex

Welch & Company Limited Fairtield Superbikes lelted

Bristol (0272) 778866 Leigh on Sea (0702) 713144

Wellsway Motors Johns of Romford

Bath (0225) 29187/8 Romtord {0708) 26048/27069
Ongar Motorcycles

g&‘:&;"""‘ Ongar (0277) 363236

Biggleswade (0767} 313108 Gloucestershire

Ken Kay Kawasaki

A Wilkams and Company Limited
Luton (0582) 27416

Cheltenham {0242) 516281

Berkshire Greater Manchester
Motorcycle City Sales Limited Sports Motorcycles
Reading (0734) 54044 Manchester (06]) 832 2715
Buckinghamshire Hampshire
SGT Superbiking Motercycle City Sales Limited
Taplow Farnborough (0252) 45086
Burnham {06286) 5353 Parkroad Motorcycles
Cambridgeshire Southampton (0703) 28718
Adams Mobigue Hertfordshire
Petevbovough (0733) 69205 Ken Green Motorcycles

dy Lee Welwyn Garden (96) 26229
Cambndge {0223) 49251 Humbsrside
Cheshire Freddie Frith Limited
Vietor Horsman Limited Grimsby {0472) 54031
Hoylake (051) 632 5660 Hull Motorcycles
¢l Hull {0482) 225349

ovoh nd
Mux Isle of Man
Mlddlesbrough {0642) 221211 S&S5 Mators
isle of Man
Cornwall Castletown (062482) 3638
Mike Bennett Limited J
Camborne (0209} 715535/6 ersey
Gryphon Garage

Co. Durhlm Pontac
Bob Fort Jersey (0534) 54534
Davlmg!on (0325) 67645 Kent
Cumbria Anerley Motorcycles

R Lioyd (Motors) Limited
Cockermouth (090082) 3666

Beckenham {01} 778 6935
L & C Auto Services Limited
Tunbridge Weils (0832) 39355

Derbyshire
Roy Pidcock Motovcycles Limited Lancashire
Derby (0332) 436 C &M Shutt
Devon gawle:stakll (0:4062) 63?7/6128

SRPT oug Hacking Motorcycles
oo sestoves st CoeA

John Hall & Son (Blackpool} Limited

Dorset Biackpool (0253) 32957

Loders BMW Motarcycles
Dorchester (0305) 66380

Southport Matorcycle Centre Limited
Southport (0704) 36192

Lalcomrlhlu
Moto P
Lelcester (0533) 531436

Lincoinshire
F K Sharpe Limited
Lincoln (0522) 28361

London

£ AGrimstead & Sons Limited
London {01) 4710923
EliteMotors (Tooting) Limited
London (01} 672 12

Gus Kuhn Motors Limited
London (01) 7331002

Park Lane Limited

London (01) 6299277

Park Lane Ltd Export Divisicn
London (0]) 629 9277
Slocombes Limited

London ((}) 450 8655

The Motorbike Centre
London {O1) 5581291/2/3

Merseyside

Horsmans Bikers World
Birkenhead (051} 647 4433
Horsmans Limited
Liverpoal (051) 709 9944

Northamptonshire
Glanfield Baldet Limited
Northampton (0604) 37551/2

anmmlhlvo
Wheelcraft (Notts)
Nomngham (0602) 781432

Oxfordshire
Hughenden M40

Nr Oxford
Great Milton {08446) 701/2
Somerset

Vincent& Jerrom
Taunton (0823) 72378

Stlﬂordlhln
Yeornan Mot
Stoke on Tren( (0782) 813866

Sutfolk
HaverhiltMotorcycles
Haverhilt (0440) 2667
Revetts L

lpswich (0473) 63726/7

ETO TEST

Surrey

Coombs & Sons (Guildford) Limited
Guildford (0483) 65310

Hughes Motorcycles

SHBrand Limited

Waliington (01) 6691706

Pineways Motorcycle Company Limited
Caterham (0883) 48976/42554

Sussex

Chandlers

Lancing (09063) 65074
Hyde Motorcycles
Horsham (0403) 68801

JS Gedge Motorcycles
Eastbourne (0323) 765515
Tyne and Wear

Ken's Motorcyciles Limited
Newcastle-upon-Tyne (0632) 21793
Warwickshire

Albany Motorcycles
Coventry {0203} 454408

W. Midlands

Cradley Heath Motorcycles
Cradley Heath (0384) 633455
Kings of Birmingham
Brmingham (021) 783 3909
The Superbike Centre
Brmingham (021) 622 344374
Walsall Bike Centre

Vaisall (0922) 36677

Wiitshire
George White Motorcycles
Swindon {0793} 22786/23519

Worcestershire

Chas. E. Cope & Son Limited
Smethwick, Warley

Bearwood (021429) 3501
Yorkshire

Alian Jefferies Limited

Shipley (0274) 587451

DE Bentley Motorcycles Limited
Sheffield (0742) 50724/581741
Carnell Motor Group

Doncaster (0302) 20204
Dowsons Scarborough Garage
Scarborough (0723) 66541
N.ireland

Ulster Superbike Centre
Dondonald {02318) 5575

Scotland -
Grampisn
Shirlaws Garage
Aberdeen (0224) 24855
Highland
Doug Gordon Motorcycles
Burghead (034 361) 354
Showroom
Inverness (0463) 71776
Lothian
Better Bikes Limited
Edinburgh (031) 667 9159/9179
Top Gear Motorcycles
West Lothian
Livingston (0589] 31544
Strathclyde
Better Bikes Limited
Glasgow (041) 637 2206/7
Harry Farrbairn Limited
Strathclyde
Irvine (0294) 78793
Tayside
Jack Gow
Tayside .
Dundee (0382) 643164

Wales

Clywd
Tony's Cycles & Motorcycles
Prestatyn {07456) 3455
Dyfed
Bowens of Carmarthen
Carmarthen (0267) 5721/2
Gwent
Kawasaki Centre
Newport (0633) 852024
Tintern Garage
Tintern (02918) 344

MICK FINDS KONI’'S
SUPERB ROADHOLDING
SECOND TO NONE

Koni are available through dealers, accessory shops, or write to concession-
aires: J.W.E. Banks & Sons Ltd, Dept K97, Crowland, Peterborough PE6
OJP.Tel 0733210316
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THEY LOOK GOOD
THEY FEEL GOOD
THEY ARE THE BEST

4‘, ®
yEATHE qonoon'

FULL
AFTER
SALES

SERVICE

Send 20p for
full colour
brochure

E. RADLEY
& SON

48-50 COPPERFIELD RD., LONDON E3 4RR
TELEPHONE: 01-980-6561

There's a single good reason why
BMW motorcycles have stuck to the
same principles for over 50 years.

Simply, that our one aim for every
motorcycle is to make it the ultimate
riding machine.

Itwas that aim which inspired Max Friz,

the original BMW designer, to produce
his revolutionary horizontally-opposed
BMWR32.

And we've been in debt to him ever
since, although we've far from rested on
his laurels.

If we had, youd still be pottering along
?3526 mph, the maximum speed of the

IMPROVEMENT,
NOT COSMETIC CHANGE

While other manufacturers are trying
to perfect the “in vogue” machine, we
are concentrating on making genuine
improvements to our range. This year,
for instance, we've designed
anew lighter clutch
which cuts

lever effort by
30%, giving you
smoother and greater control.

Electronic ignition is another of our
recentinnovations.

It produces a stronger spark, gives you
better economy and needs hardly any
looking after.

Our engines too, have been improved.

Each one will now have linerless
aluminium cylinder barrels with
‘Galnickel plated walls.

This will increase the engine’s life in
three different ways.

It reduces bore wear, disperses
heat three times more effectively than
normal cast-iron, and reduces oil
consumption.

And that's not all.

As the engines are now lighter, the
moment of inertia round their roll axes
(which is already some 30° better than
many a transverse 4 cylinder in line
engine) is still further improved.

As you can imagine, the handling
benefits accordingly.

DETAILS THAT MEAN A LOT

Not all this year's improvements are
set to rock the motorcycling world.

Some just make the whole enjoyable
process of motorcycling a lot easier and
a little safer.

The choke lever and brake fluid
reservoir are now mounted on the
handlebars.

Airintake volumeis increased with our
new plate-type air cleaner which cuts
noise and makes cleaning and renewal
easier.

And to make our motorcycles safer
and stronger, we've enlarged the oil sump,
boosted oil circulation to reach all points
when the engine is working hard and
strengthened the crank case.

We've also fitted new semi-metallic
pads onto the fixed-caliper front brake
which improves wet weather braking by
up to 40%.

WHEN SOMETHING
IS RIGHT
IT SHOULD NEVER
BE CHANGED.

ONLY IMPROVED.

WET-WEATHER BRAKING COMPARISON
—NORMAL FORCE AT LEVER

MAX RETARDATION WITH
SEMI-METALLIC BRAKE PADS
(ASBESTOS-FREE)

MAX. RETARDATION WITH

= __CONVENTIO L PADSOF
2 ORGANIC
g MATERIAL
o
o
=
w
o
BRAKING TIME  NOW PREVIOUSLY

VARIATION ON A THEME

Anyone who thinks that sticking to
sound engineering principles means
standing still, should castan eye over the
new BMW R80GS.

It is, of course, a shaft-driven flat twin.

It's also a one-bike revolution.

In fact, despite its cross countrylooks,
it has already been dubbed one of the
world's most responsive road bikes by
the European motorcycling press.

Bare facts and figures can only be an

aperitif o riding the R80G/S, but there
are some figures worth mentioning.
Weighing a meagre 368lbsithas a
“Monoshock” rear suspension which has
been exclusively designed for BMW.

TORQUE AT AXLE VERY HIGH
RESULTING TORSIONAL
FROM LOADS RIGIDITY OF
ACTING AT MONOLEVER
TYRE RESISTS
TWISTING
MOVEMENT
i
i

This breakthrough gives 50% greater
torsional rigidity and the 43 Ibs weight
saving on a conventional swinging
arm means the tyreis on the
road up to 25% more
ofthetime.

The tyres
have been specially
developed to beathome both
in the rough and on motorways and
they're rated for speeds up to 106 mph.
As well they might be; the RBOG/Sis
easily capable of over 100mph.

THE PHILOSOPHY
WHICH HASN'T AGED

Philosophising about motorcycling
can be overdone. The practice is what
counts and thats the standpoint from
which we've always wanted to talk.

Max Friz knew this when he started
the process and that's why his theories
haven't become outmoded.

Butwhy should they?

After all, the wheel evolved a long time
ago, and its been through a
few refinements.

Butit's still round.

T

THE BMW MOTORCYCLE RANGE STARTS AT £1,950. FOR DETAILS OF YOUR LOCAL DEALER, OUR MOTORCYCLE ACCESSORIES RANGE AND A COPY OF QUR BROCHURE, PLEASE WRITE TO: BMW (GB) LTD, MOTORCYCLE DIVISION. ELLESFIELD AVENUE, BRACKNELL, BERKSHIRE RG124TA.
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company'’s dirt

W

en features six volt

atson ponders the wisdom of this

s =conscious approach and concludes that at £795
you can’t afford to argue against it

f you have a weakness for big,

single-cylinder four-stroke

road machines — or wish to
sample this antique configu-
ration — then you're faced with a
very limited choice. Despite the
fact that three of the Japanese
gang of four have been produc-
ing similar off-road models for
some time, none of them but
Yamaha has exactly rushed into

getting a road version on show: ..

room floors. Inci@-lﬁ}p&'who
produce what.. rguably the
best_engi in this class, still
-affpear to have no plans for a
CB500RS.

Shame on them, you say, and
| agree. But their reasons for this
strangely dilatory display aren’t
hard to fathom. Joe Public ex-
pects to pay a lot less for a 400
or 500 single than he does for a
multi of similar capacity, despite
the fact that a single isn't a great
deal cheaper to produce. The
Japanese are interested in mak-
ing motorcycles, but they're also
quite keen on making money.
Suzuki seem to have come up
with a solution that satisfies just
about everyone. It's called the
GN400T, and it means that you
get a cheap bike — at £795 it's
over £250 less than the Yamaha
SR500 — while Suzuki keeps its
profit margin on the right side of
hari-kari.

The trick is quite simple:
change as little as possible in
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making the SP/DR400 into the
GN, and then equip the result as
cheaply as you dare. The GN's
396¢c engine is finished in pol-
ished alloy instead of being
painted black, it has a 36mm
Mikuni CV carburettor like the
SP400’s where the DR has
33mm slide carb from theﬂiﬁ
manufacturer, _and™ its overall
gear“\reductib'n is naturally taller,

«with a slightly higher fourth gear
ratio. That's the sum total of
mechanical change.

Having failed to read the
specification sheet kindly sup-
plied by Suzuki, | discovered the
GN’s six volt electrics almost by
accident. Looking for the battery
— with which | hoped to warm
my hands via a pair of Glo
Gloves — ! discovered the awful
truth. Removing the right-hand
side panel my eye was struck by
the 6V, 4Ah pocket-sized unit
common to the two trail bikes.
Then | realised why 1'd thought
that Julian Ryder had been
pumping the rear brake pedal a
couple of days earlier when we
rode up to test the GN’s perfor-
mance at MIRA; the rear brake
light had dimmed and bright-
ened regularly. In fact he'd been
indicating and the primitive
flywheel magneto charging sys-
tem just couldn’t cope with that
much electrical activity. Indicat-
ing also dims the digital gear
display, a gizmo obviously so

dear to the hearts of Suzuki
designers that it has been, um,
improved. No longer do the
figures 1 to 5 appear superim-
posed on each other._Now they
read left to right~a€ross a more
im osing display betwixt speedo

d revcounter. It's real Buck
Rogers stuff: discovering that
you get this and six volt lights —
a hazy 35 watts up front — is like
getting on Concorde and being
asked to help wind up the rubber
band.

We don't mind the wire
spoked, chromed steel rims now
almost unknown in this capacity
class, but primitive trail bike
lighting systems mar an other-
wise sensible cost-cutting exer-
cise. Naturally ignition is by
Suzuki's PE! capacitive dis-
charge electronic system, but
that tiny battery, poor headlight
and pulsing rear light nagged at
me every time | came to consider
the bike as a whole. Like an ach-
ing tooth, it wouldn't go away
and | kept reminding myself that
if | bought a GN I'd be stuck with
six volts for good, or, more
likely, ill.

Superficially, the GN shares
the SP’s chassis layout in a con-
ventional semi-duplex cradle
with a tubular pivoted fork at the
rear. Trail, as well as the steering
head and castor angles are natu-
rally difterent. The headstock is
heavily gussetted and there are
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tapered roller head bearings
here as well as needle roller
bearings at the swinging arm
pivot. The GN's suspension is
unremarkable: a straightforward
oil-damped fork at the front and
the conventional, short-lived
units at the rear.

Despite this humble equip-
ment it handles well, aided
partly by its weight — a refresh-
ingly lightweight 338Ib (153kg)
— and partly by the somewhat
curious riding position. At first
glance this looks decidedly odd,
but it works. There's a tear-drop
tank, stepped seat and then —
instead of the high-rise custom
item you might expect — a fairly
flat handlebar. It makes for a
commendably low seat and a
comfortable arrangement of
your arms. You actually feel as if
you're sitting ‘in’ the GN and
what a pleasant sensation that is.

A custom version of the GN —
codename GN400OL — does in
fact exist, and | recently spotted
one at Heron Suzuki HQ. It has
cast wheels, high-rise handle-
bar, fancier seat and grab rail,
leading-axle fork and other bits
of expensive frippery. Passed
over for the British market in
favour of the cheaper T version, |
think that the right decision was
made despite the success en-
joyed by Yamaha's SR250 cus-
tom and the Z250LTD Kawasaki
(which is actually a httle more

expensive than the GN40Q0T).

Phil Irving — a gentleman
with whom | would be foolish to
argue — remarks in his book

Motor Cycle Engineering that the
advantages of a single cylinder
engine {compactness, simplicity,
light weight and so on) reach a
balance with the disadvantages
of this configuration (basic im-
balance, vibration, piston speed
impediments) ataround 350cc. |
must admit that personal ex-
perience has always seemed to
confirm this dictum, so that per-
haps the GN’'s somewhat curious
capacity makes sense in this
context. Certainly it is quite
amazingly smooth, and more so
than the big Yamahas. Vibration
only begins to intrude right at
the top of the GN's rev range
near its 8000rpm redline;
there’'s no discernible vibration
period before this stage, unlike
so many fours. And since
6000rpm is roughly equivalent
to 70mph you might usefully
use this as an economical and
legal rev fimit. Above 80mph the
engine begins to feel a trifle
strained and prolonged fuli-bore
running makes the tappets click
audibly where before they snick-
ered quietly away.

Those of you”accustomed to
the massive inertia of a British
single’'s flywheels will find the
GN quite a shock. it has none of
the ponderous ‘plonk’ of years
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gone by and must be revved
fairly hard around town. To this
extent it hardly feels like a single
at all, and is uncharacteristically
gentle with its final drive chain.
It makes an ideal commuter
bike, and | found myself putting
in some remarkably fast runs
across town because the GN is
so nimble and slim. Several have
found their way into the hands of
despatch riders: this is great
value-for-money hack that’s far
from boring to ride. At 93mph
flat out, it's about 4mph down
on a good SR500, while giving
away over 100cc. And unlike the
SR, which in stock form is liable
to weave nastily at over 70mph,
its high speed stability is excei-
lent.

Like all modern singles, the
GN feels choked by its attractive
looking silencer. This soon dis-
played a pair of livid burn marks
through the chrome, testifying to
some untypically Japanese
localised hot spots. In addition,
the GN has a habit of backfiring
— the noise resembles a discreet
fart — on the overrun. This
seems to be something which
afflicts singles with CV carbs,
since the 250 Kawasaki single |
sampled at Donington Park last
year did the same thing. 'Yeah,
they all do that,” | was informed.

From a maintenance and
overhaul point of view the GN
offers no terrors. The wet-sump
engine’s only oil filter is a simple
barrel-shaped gauze strainer
located in the bottom of the
crankcase. A singie bolt in the
centre of a small round plate
drains the oil; remove three more
bolts and the filter drops out. It's
a cheap and effective system
that should only cost you oil and
a littie time.

Adjusting the screw-in tappets
is unexpectedly tricky. Unlike
the SR and XT500, which have
generously-proportioned  valve
caps secured by a pair of Allen
bolts apiece, the GN's are small
screw-in items which reveal one
end of each rocker arm and a
tappet, far below. You'd need to
bend a right-angle in any feeler
gauge; Suzuki's neat little
special tool looks like more of a
necessity than a luxury here.

The cam box is quite a com-
plex casting secured by no less
than 11 bolts and on our test
machine this is where we dis-
covered a slight oil leak. You
can, however, as you cannot on
an SR500, remove the cylinder
head while leaving the rest of the
motor undisturbed in the frame.

Unlike the XT and SR, the
Suzuki’'s camshaft runs in plain
bearings machined directly into
the head casting. This calls for a
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more copious supply of fresh,
clean oil than is necessary with a
camshaft supported in a pair of
ballraces, but at least the extra
lubrication should also stave off
rocker, tappet and valve stem
wear (a sore point with SR500
owners). The GN — like other big
four stroke singles — puts some
high loadings on rocker arm
spindles and tappets. Despite
this, it remains a commendably
quiet engine.

Although the GN's valves, as
you can see from our photo-
graph, appear to occupy most of
the space available, they're quite
a bit smaller than those fitted to
the SR500. The GN's inlet valve
measures 42mm across, while
the SR’s is a hefty 47mm; the
exhaust items are 36mm and
39mm respectively. For the rest,
the GN’s combustion chamber
and ports are fairly unremark-
able. The ‘scooped out’ look
round both valves is the result of
machining expediency and has
no other significance; a small
weir in the inlet port is there to
promote turbulence in the in-
coming charge.

All the big Japanese four
stroke singles have had their
tuning potential assessed by
people interested in single
cylinder racing. From this it has
emerged that the four-valve
Honda XL500 goes very well in-
deed and can be made to go
even better; the XT and SR are
virtually untunable; the
SP/DR/GN unit can be tweaked
but you've got to be careful. ‘A
very fragile little motor,” said one
man who did a lot of work for Alf
Hagon. The engine’s weak point
is the cylinder/crankcase joint.
There is precious little metal
around the four main barrel
studs and just a couple of short
bolts across the cam chain
tower. Ask too much of the
motor and the barrel lifts in a
suitably dramatic fashion. Cam
drive is by a narrow, single row
chain, by the way.

Primary drive is via substantial
helical gears to a massive, six-
spring, eleven-plate clutch. This
last provided Jutlian Ryder with
an intriguing and novel ex-
perience. While negotiating Tra-
falgar Square he changed gear,
let in the clutch and was
rewarded with a minor explosion
and a mixture of oil and metal all
over his right boot. One of the six
clutch spring bolts had vibrated
loose and, fired out through the
side case like an unsuccessful ad
rep by the clutch, it disappeared.
So if you recently had brain sur-
gery to remove an impacted
clutch spring bolt ... can we
have it back please?

Hll

Above: Valves are about as large as possible; the cam runs in plain

bearings machined direct into head casting

'Below: for such a rev-happy unit, surprisingly hefty flywheels.

Crankshaft is supported on massive ball and roller bearings

T

Above: mstrumentation includes rather silly electronic gear indicator.
Note combined ignition/steering lock

Below: head comes off without removing motor from frame. Note tiny
6V, 44h battery on left; electrics are primitive for road use
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PERFORMANCE
Maximum speed
Standing Y4 mile

FUEL CONSUMPTION
Overall

Best

Worst

Average full tank
range
SPEEDOMETER ACCURACY
At indicated 30mph
At indicated 60mph
BRAKING DISTANCE
Wet track

ENGINE

Type

Bore x stroke

Capacity

Compression ratio
Carburation

Claimed bhp at rpm
Claimed torque at rpm
Transmission

93.14mph
15.63sec/83.33mph

57mpg
60mpg
50mpg

143 miles

28.25mph
56.51mph

Sohc single

88 x 65.2mm

396¢cc

9.2:1

36mm Mikuni

27.6 at 7200

21.4ft-b (2.95kgm) at 4000
Helical gear primary drive,
wet muitiplate clutch, 5-speed
gearbox, chain final drive

ELECTRICAL SYSTEM

CYCLE PARTS
Frame
Suspension

Wheels
Tyres

Brakes

DIMENSIONS
Wheelbase

Seat height

Overall width

Ground clearance
Weight (with 1 gal fuel)
Fuel capacity

PRICE
Warranty
Supplied by

Flywheel magneto, 8V, 4Ah battery,
electronic ignition, 35/ 35W headlight

Semi-duplex cradle

Telescopic front fork,

pivoted rear fork with

5-way adjustable dampers

Wire spoked chrome steel rims )

3.00 x 18in Bridgestone Mag Mopus front
3.50 x 18in Bridgestone Mag Mopus rear
Single 11in (279mm) disc front

7.25in (184mm) sis drum rear

55.2in (1410mm)
30.5in (775mm)
31.5in (800Omm)
6.5in (165mm)
338Ib (153kg)
2.5 gal (11.51)

£795 inc VAT

6 months/ 10,000 miles

Heron Suzuki GB Ltd, Beddington
Lane, Croydon, Surrey.
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Although they're not exactly
massive, the GN's steel flyw-
heels are surprisingly weighty
for such a free-revving engine.
Its dimensions are usefully over-
square at 88 x 65.2mm, but it
lacks massive  bottom-end
punch, as we've said. The built-
up crankshaft is supported on
two massive ball and roller main
bearings, with a roller bearing
big end, a 20mm plain small end
and three-ring piston: all highly
conventional.

Many people — quite wrongly
— accuse the Yamaha SR500 of
merely being an XT500 in a road
chassis, which is something well
removed from the truth of the
matter. The two machines are
related, but by no means identi-
cal. Yet this is very much the
case with the SP, DR and GN
Suzukis. It certainly looks like
the best solution from produc-
tion, profit and spares view-
points.

But what sort of biker buys a
big four stroke single in the first
place? In the case of-the Yama-
has, a guy who isn't afraid of a
kickstart. Early in its life my
SR500 developed a cussedness
unequalled by any Norton, Vel-
ocette or BSA singles. Originally,
Suzuki used the same dab of
paint gn the cam and a window
to show the ignorant when it was
time to kick. Now they have a
neat valve lifter which locks on
and then clicks out when it's
time to lunge downwards, and |
found that it rarely failed me:
unless you have a wooden leg
you'll find a GN no bother. But
why didn’t they fit an electric
starter? Even the Sanglas has
one of those, but | suppose it
would have jerked the price
upwards and meant fitting a
proper generator.

If you're looking for a good

all-round commuter machine,
the GN fits the bill. | mean, if
you've passed your test why buy
a 250 when you can get a 400
for more or less the same price?
Like £35 more than the Yamaha
SR250 custom.

However, if vyou're into
pan-galactic touring at mach
speeds then we'd recommend
you look elsewhere. The GN40O
is not a super-sportster in the
middle-weight  four  mould.
Despite its modern looks it
remains a big single, with all the
virtues and all the traditional
drawbacks.

What attracts me to it above
all is its obvious honesty, for it
makes no pretence to be some-
thing other than it is. It's light,
nimble and cheap to run. If you
can't get a regular 50 miles out
of every gailon then you aren’t
trying hard enough. We must
confess to caning the poor thing
rather hard merely because it
was such good fun. And 93mph
— despite all those gilded
memories of 100mph Gold Star
singles — is going pretty quickly
for a 396¢cc single. We were
highly impressed by its speed
away from the lights: a standing
quarter time in the 15 second
bracket means thatitis no slouch.

What remains to be seen is
where the big thumpers go from
here. As times get harder they
will continue to beckon, offering
performance biking on a tight
budget. Honda cannot, one
hopes, hold out on us for ever.

One thing’s certain: despite
our keen reservations about trail
bike electrics on the road, Suzuki
have got it right with the GN. All
objections are overturned by the
simple fact that it's a quite
remarkable bargain. GN40O0T:
an awful lot of motorcycle for the
money.
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The very latest & greatest
leather jacket from Mustang
leathers. The Detroit has
distinctive patterned Armadillo
shoulders. Luxuriously quil.
lined throughout. Features

TEAM JACKET heavy duty zips and a unique
Real Hide. Heavy duty zips, fully double main zip, which adjusts
quilted lining, padded shoulders & to give greater width when heavy
q} HERCULES - elbows. The shoulder emblem clothes are worn underneath.
The latest high fashion matches the trim on the pockets. Ideal for winter or summer
biker's jacket featuring Belted at waist for extra snug fit. wear. Belted at waist. This
racing type round collar, Available for HONDA, SUZUKI, jacket is the ultimate for the
three zipped pockets, YAMAHA & KAWASAKI. smart biker.  only

zipped cuffs and only
adjustable buckled waist eacn £
for perfect fit. Fully lined

throughout in high

quality quilted nylon. @ APOLLO
This jacket features A lancer-fronted real hide bt
leather padded shoulders jacket for the very fashion conscious biker. Elju‘:trvi ;zﬁ:}ggﬂKE’[
and elbows for extra style Beautifully styled. Padded shoulders and superb quality he‘avy
and safety. elbows add to the finish and safety of this sheepskin leather. Fully
only jacket.Fully'adj\.Jstable waist buckles for that sheepskin lined '
£ eacn figure-huggingfit. throughout. Features a
only huge storm collar and
heavy duty zips. This
i SATURN The traditional American jacket re?lly keeps the
=" stylereal hide patrol jacket featuring cold out!
,é' zipped pockets. zipped cuffs, adjustable only
buckled waist,heavy duty crossover
's’ - front zip and high quality quilted lining
L) - ¢ you want a real rugged biker's jacket
P o this is the one
for you. only
@ (Add £4 for fringes)
VULCAN ) l
The popular patrol ' _ eac
i style jacket for everyone, ' <
features heavy duty zips on [ . oy
_)J pockets and cuffs. Heavy | N g o @ PR
duty crossover front zip, / _ . "
adjustable buckled waist for A /
a snug fit. Epaulettes and . . L -
quality nylon lining are ; - " ’ .
other features of this o . . . . m H
superb jacket. W e ' U'E on Pl‘lceS!
only =T
. . N - Please send me the following Black Real Leather Jackets.
! - U - State size (Men 32-46 Womens 8-16) and quantity required.
- - aw - *
eac R, Hercules: Size Quantity Apollo:  Size Quantity
I r,o e Tk Vulcan: Size Quantity Satum: Size Quantity
Detroit:  Size Quantity Flying
T Jacket: Size Quantity
eam
Jacket: Size Quantity Team
W Jeans: Size (Men 26-38 Women 8-18) Quantity
R I enclose cheque/postal orderfor£. ... ... ... ... .. ... made payable to
) Motorcycle World, or please debit my Barclaycard/Access. )
i . Barclaycard/ Access No. T T0 | ey
EQ é Signature
. Name:
(Block letters please}
o, e ———— T Address:
1" HERCULES @ APCLLO W SATURN @TEAM JACKET
| = ' i lity, real leather ther, real quality, real value. No hidden extras —
I Jea“s H‘ghhqua‘\\nz jeans, in gents neat l?a d packin q— it t!;" included in our unbeatable low TO: MOTORCYCLE WORLD (LEATHER JACKETS OFFER)
@ “hand cut, figure-hWISTE Bl o believe- no postand packing — It s ) : PERSONAL CALLERS PEACOCK CROSS, HAMILTON, SCOTLAND ML3 6BR
and ladies sizes at aprice ¥ low price. Compare our prices and you'll see. Order your WELCOME AT THE FREEPOST
The perfect jackets today by filling in the coupon and sending it to us. BEST-STOCKED CREDIT CARD HOLDERS MAY TELEPHONE
omplement CLOTHING STORES :
c biker's h , ) INTHE U.K_ HAMILTON 0698 283129 AND PLACE ORDERS IMMEDIATELY
{05:‘; only We deliver free of charge by Securicor’s Express PEACOCK CROSS WITHOUT COMPLETING THE COUPON.
jacket. Service. (Approximately 48 hours from receipt of order). OR BRADFORD, 52-62 (24 Hour answering service) TaaPm
MANNINGHAM LANE. [
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RIDING THE '81 KAWASAKIS

Hot from the torrid tarmac of Misano, impressions of Kawasaki's 1981
range, wound wide open on road and track in ltaly. Find out what we make
of the new fuel injected 1100 and all the rest.

DO IT THE DIRT

Want to know how to ride off-road? if you need to know how to tackle sand,
hills, water, mud, logs and other trickery including machine preparation,
don’t miss this one. Off-road ace Pete Furlong shows you how to rough it in style.

TH CHEAP ONE

CZ's 250 single is the cheapest quarter-litre on the British market. Julian
Ryder tests a 1950s motorcycle on today's roads to find out if it makes
good biking as well as financial sense.

MZ BRAKE S AP

Perhaps the least satisfactory aspect of MZ's neat little 250 single is its
front brake. But with only a little work you can slip one of Honda's powerful
twin leading shoe units and front wheel in there. Find out how next month.

TH DRAGO

Britain's premier road rally is one of those events you've always promised
yourself you'd make. Peter Watson made it along to the 20th annual bash
to discover what makes 1400 people ride off to camp in Wales for the weekend in

February.
B WS STYET?

It may look like an enduro, but the BMW R80 G /S may really be their best
road bike yet. Don’t miss our exhaustive test of this fascinating machine.

T D CAREFULLY

Tyre technology is a closed book to most people, but why buy the ones with

the prettiest tread pattern? We'll tell you everything you've ever wanted to
know about compounds, aspect ratios, carcass construction, tubeless appli-
cations and speed ratings.

PLUS

Wild customs from the World of Wheels show, small bikes, big bikes, and
lots, lots more colour.

GUZZI

DEALER LINE-UP

ABERDEEN

SHIRLAWS GARAGE

8771 The Groan (224 24855
ABERGAVENNY

ERIC JENKINS 27 Croxs St
Abergavanay Gwent 0813 257
BEDFDRDSHINE

BRYANTS 25 Shonmasd St
Bogleswade 0787 312108

COBURN b HUGHES {10

ST6} Pk Street Linon 410866
BERKSHIRE

MOTORCYCLE CITY 470478
Orlorg R Reading 540M-5
BIAMINGHAM

KINGS OF BHAM 11D

The Super Bke Cantre Moraco
House  Bratol St 021622 W)
608 Bromiord Lar :

Wad€na 07! 73 903
BRISTOL

CITY ROAD MOTORCYCLES

32 Gy Road 0277 40381

€. LANCASHIRE

LYNCH BROS Willow Lane Gge
Acermgon (254 BT
LEICESTERSHIRE

APPLE MOTORCYCLES 13 Derty
Foad  Mncidey (M55 51207
LEICESTER

APPLE MOTORCYCLES

41 Hattord Strawt 0533 265!

LONOON

J BLANCHARD MOTORCYCLES.
156 Well Had

Enham SE3 DY 858 1576

ELITE MOTORS Mooting! L1t
951 956 Garrntt Lane

Tootg SEV1 0P 01 672 1200

POWERMOUSE M- NORTH
310 Savoy Parde

fnfeid ENY IRT 0 367 0587
POWERHOUSE M.C CENTRAL
1415 Kentish Town Road
Kantish Town NW1 0) 485 9214

MICK WALKER M C's.
236 Norwach Road  Wishech
| 66529161523
CHESTER
NEWGATE MC's I(CHESTER LTO
A Voluntes St 20336 317868
CLEVELAND
DAVE MUXLOW M /LYCLES LTD
23 West Oyke Rd Redess 1727
31 Longiands Middiesboro 221211

Ciwyp

TONY'S MOTORCYCLES
Kingstey Garage 8 Sendy Lane
Prestaryn (7455 3455 & 88913

BRiA
J€ CLARKSON M'C GROUP
1 Chapel Stren Carisie /1840
DERBYSHIRE
C FREEMAN MOTORCYCLES
46 Pugh Streer  Eciongton

o D24 683 2250
STENSON BIKES 12 Stanton Rd

wath  Decdy 162812

DEVON
BRIDGE GARAGE
Verney Street Exeter 0387 1265
SPENCERS OF PLYMOUTH
4 Cantewater Road
Catiedown 0752 266155

THREE CROSS MOTORCYCLES
Woolsbriage Ingustral Estate
Three Legged Cross
Wimboutne BHZ BSP

0202 824531 23

ESSEX

D& & RAYNER

1185 regh Road

Romtord 01 580 1367

BIKEWISE LT 133 London Rg
Lowgh on Sea 0207 1112377788
KENDALL 6 PITT 36 Barrach St
Coichaster 0206 44849
UNGAR MOTORCYCLES

Cantral House  Mgh Streer
Ongar 02775 17

FIFE

ALAN DUFFUS LTD 106 Hign St
Leshe 0582 1300

M GLAMORGAN

KELSON MOTORCYCLES

342 Commerce! Street
Maestog 055 734017

S. GLAMORGAN
ALAN BALE MOTORCYCLES LTO
1718 Gy Roso Cartit AGBE 1R

GLOUCESTERSHIRE

BYM MOT0  Siag Rosd
Steoud DS 2187
HAMILTON (SCOTLAND!
LLOYD BROTHERS  Well Had Ao
Peacock Cross (838 281700
HAMPSHIRE
MOTORCYCLE CiTY

149151 Lynchtord Road
fambarough 0252 45086
HEREFORD

MEAD & TOMKINSON
Heretord 0432 2341
Monmauth 0600 4429
Tewksbory 068 478 2134
HERTS b BUCKS
MORPHY MOTORCYCLES
Brook Street  Tnng 6325

KENT

GEQOFF DARYN MOTOACYCLES
86 Strand Strewt Sandwach 2161
AAHITCH 9 Knghimder St
Masdstons (627 58661 (6A082
LANCASHIRE

ROGERSONS  Orrek Post

Nt Wigan 2143

SPORTS MOTORCYCLES
Kensal house  Liverpool Road!
e
MERSEYSI
SDOIE ROBERTS MOTORCYCLES
248 Oud Chamer Road Bakanhesd
1) 645 @M
SOUTHPORT MOTORCYCLE CTRE
8590 Easthank Street
Soumgon PRB 16 0704 2192
MIDDLESEX
JACKULLEY 108 Hen Steer
Shepperton (8327 24674
METORCYCLE CITY

Stoees Road

537 Stones
Bedtort (1 380 23131843
MOTORCYCLE CiTY

00 East
Greentord 01578 2189

W MIDLANOS
TONY RUTTER MOTORCYCLES
100 Dverend Road Crachey
Halesowsn  Cindiey Haeth 56084
WEST BROMWICH

KAWASAKI CENTRE 3 The Ring
way Wem Bromwach (21525 1429
NORFOLK

CHRIS CLARKE  Norwich Road
Wymondhem (85 503397

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE
WARDS GARAGE 836 Mansfieid Ro
0802 268144

3 WALKER MOTORCYCLES
03 Cromtord Rosd
Langiey W 07737 8507
FOX MOTOACYCLES

05 Woodborough Ross
Norongham 0602 672882

SCOTLAND
ELGIN MOTORCYCLES
South Street Bign (1343 465"

SOMERSET

VINCENT b ERROM 44 East Raach
Tanton 0832 2178

YEOVIL KAWASAX| CENTRE

31 Vincet Street

Yeowl 0835 21681 20508

SUFFOLK
HAVERHILL MDYDRCYCLES
T0A Migh Street Hen srhd D440 2867
SUNDERLAND
TT MOTORCYCLES  Kigs Road
Sovthweck 0783 75857

SURAEY
PINEWAYS MOTORCYCLES
Cauadon

Catesham on the H (B3 4890
SUSSEX

80LOCA 4655 Portland Road
Worthg Y5498 & 3

HASTINGS MOTORCYCLES

406 0id London Road

Hastings (42 440 2454 - 2460
WARWICKSHIRE

XNOTTS OF STRATFORD

15 Wester Rosd

Strattord Upon Avon 0788 5143
WILTSHIRE

GEDRGE WHITE MDTORCYC(: -
18 Manchester

Seandon (793 22786 23816
YORKSHIRE

MOTORCYCLE WORLD

52 Mannngham Lane

Bradtord (274 2!
EARNSHAW MOTORCYLLES
Manchester Road

Hondershield 0484 21227
CUSWORTHS OISt s 1D

Prnte Gate

Ooncaster 0307 45948" 4¥
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MANX MOTORCYCLE

LEATHERS LIMITED

[Eathers

BE A WINNER (

AND WEAR THE SAME MOTORCYCLE LEATHERS AS THE

PROFESSIONAL RIDERS

RON HASLAM — ROGER MARSHALL — GRAEME McGREGOR — STEVE TONKIN — JOEY
DUNLOP — JEFF SAYLE — CHRIS GUY — PHIL READ — DAVE DEAN — STU AVANT — TOM

DRURY — DICK GREASLEY — GEORGE O'DELL.

these and.many other top riders wear MANX LEATHERS because of the high quality, design and safety features offered as
standard in every made-to-measure (or ready-made) racing suit, touring suit, jacket or jeans. (NB: We do not pay professional

riders to wear our racing leathers).

MANX LEATHERS LEAD (OTHERS FOLLOW)
BE A WINN ER i;atr;eﬁysz?;j:‘sgtt:r our free colour brochure, measuring charts and

MANX MOTORCYCLE LEATHERS LTD, UNION MILLS, ISLE OF MAN. 0624- 27299

EA
PEED

Dept 9, 74 HIGH STREET, NEWPORT PAGNELL, BUCKS, MK 16 8AQ.
Tel: (0908) 610311 {only 2 miles from Junction 14 on M1 motorway.)

YAMAHA 350LC YAMAHA
RD 250

Accessories, Glass Fibre Products, Customising
Equipment, Alloy Tanks etc.

% ¢

YAMAHA 250/350 LC 'HAWK' FAIRING. Supplied with all
fittings and instructions. £103.60, white and colours,
metallic finishes 10% extra. Carriage £3.45. Both side and
prop stands can be used with this fairing fitted, the original
headlight is retained. Built-in indicators are also incorporated.
Clip-ons £10.35, p&p £1.15. Rear-sets £43.13, p&p £2.88
(original footrests can be retained if preferred).
The range is also available for Yamaha RD250/400 and
Suzuki X7.
YAMAHA 250/400 FINNED TANK & SEAT UNIT. Fully
upholstered seat. Fittings supplied. Takes original light unit.
Comp'ete assembly removed or replaced easily. £97.75,
white and colours. Carriage £5.75.
TANK COVER available as a separate item, £36.80, p&p
£3.45.
All prices include 15% VAT.
Barclay & Access
[lihiliied' Send stamped addressed envelope for catalogue of
full range of fairings and accessories

% DONINGTON MOTOR CYCLES

BONDGATE, CASTLE DONINGTON (0332) 811417

¥ KEN IVES (1975) LTD

212-220 LOUGHBOROUGH ROAD, LEICESTER (0533) 61117

¥ DONINGTON MOTOR CYCLES

TRAFFIC STREET, DERBY (0332) 361103

* JOSELYNS LTD

RADFORD ROAD, NOTTINGHAM (0602) 787077

¥ DONINGTON MOTOR CYCLES

CHESTERFIELD ROAD NORTH, MANSFIELD {0623) 646946

FOR HONDA, SUZUKI, YAMAHA, MOTO
GUZZI, LAMBRETTA and VESPA.
We are a group of enthusiastic bike dealers offering you a
personal, local service with the back-up facilities of the Midlands’
largest motorcycle chain. We can offer competitive prices,

finance, insurance, clothing, accessories, parts and service in our
tully-equipped workshops

CALLINTO YOUR 'LOCAL’
TODAY — WE ARE HERE TO

HELP. (

)

€

2% BRIAN HENTON GROUP

W
(

DEPARTMENT BQ 1 100%

Q Ltd .
ueendarcre . .
"
15, The Mall, ;
Southgate, I
Fondon .14
T-SHIRT
Tel: 01-882 3992 £2.90 EACH
OR £5.50 For 2
Details as follows: [ A o
Colours: Red, Yellow, Biue, Black and White
Fomts oo avalable in areid 26", 28", 30 SWEAT-SHIRT
- S also ava ) .
W?‘oeln orderin; sltzteesllge(,: c‘olosu:easnd oné alter}‘.auve HE&ggg%’xé:EoE:E
colour £10.60for 2.

Postage and packing: Please add 25p per garment.

T.4 CHE T.35 SAXON T.3AC/DC T.37 MOTORHEAD
)
mtgpuw

"

PNKfp ~L

T.4A3 PINK FLOYD T.15 RAINBOW T.42 LED ZEP

NI

T.174 YAMAHA

T.170 KAWASAKI T.171 SUZUKI T.172 BMW

P
e

T.54 REAL ALE

o4

T.77 POLICE
b
T.164 LENNON  T-175 HARLEY
t (L

T.166 T.45 STATUS QuO
ROCKABILLY T.1148

MADNESS peAH OTF THE R g

. oEP "
F

T.22 AC/DC (GLT) '+

JOIN YHR AIR FORCE
FLY OVER DIFRERENT COUNTRIES
I

e éu r‘l‘m - i
AND DROP SOMBS ON THEM [)t rt1[> bRy oy e PN
T.38 T.150 T.34 DRIVE

HENDRIX  AIR FORCE T.23 SUPERTRAMP (GLT) ON PAVEMENT
U N S S IR D SN IS D N N S S S S S S S S S

ORDER FORM: Dept (8Q 1), Queenacre Ltd,
15 The Mall, Southgate, London N14 6LR

NAME (PrintClearly) .................... .
ADDRESS ... ... . ..

ENCLOSEE ... ... ..., BQ 1

L----------------_-----J

APRIL 1981

Gives you 100% more power range

==

. ‘ A p—
3
?
.
ACT
NOW!
If after
14 days .
Free Trial -
youdon’t
agree all we oo
. Curve of Power & Dynamism

claim for Bullworker - return s
it and your test will have cost 7
you nothing. %8

Qs
Now - one simple, easy, pleasant programme S o N
gives you all you need to achieve new fitness = 4 pd ?:fs/";""r:’" POWER
and MAXIMUM strength gains — give youa 3 as 8 weeks!
new zest and appetite for life you never 2
thought possible. You work out for as little as /
5minutes a day. No repetitive exercises, bor- 1
ing jogging, expensive gym equipment. e . . e - "
Instead, a brilliant series of scientifically 5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 0% 35% 40%

Power Increase

proven 7-second POWER-RELEASES work
on individual groups of muscles, building in
power and fitness, carving away some of that
flab. You use only 607 of your normal
strength - yet tests show many men can make
maximum progress, with up to 4% strength
gains every week. In a matter of weeks you
will be able to SEE your success in the
mirror . .. MEASURE your strength gains on
Bullworker's unique built-in POWER-
METER ... FEEL a new found zest and con-
fidence — or your test will have cost you
nothing. After your 14 days FREE TRIAL
you will be free to return Bullworker. You
have nothing to lose - a whole new world of
fitness to gain.
7SECONDS IS PERFECT

No boring lengthy exercises. Now you can
achieve real performance — even though you
‘hold’ each POWER-RELEASE for only 7
seconds.

Many men have achieved strength gains of up to 4"¢
each week — week after week - simply following the
brilliant programme of 7 second Power Releases.
You use only 60°; of your strength. You can aim for
over 36 strength gains in only B weeks, and you
must be able to SEE, FEEL and MEASURE gains
in your 14 DAY FREE TRIAL - or you pay nothing.

Choose your own Fitness Programme

Get fitter faster 5 minutes a day for 5 days a week is
all you need for maximum Bullworker progress.
Stay fit with one easy exercise per week ... choose
which parts of your body, which muscle-groups you
want to improve. Over & million men all over the
world, World Champions in Boxing, Judo and
Cycling, Olympic Stars, Mr. Universe
Titleholder . . . younger and older men...fit and
untit proved to their satisfaction Bullworker and the
fabulous POWER-RELEASE programmes can help
you build the energy-packed, powerful body vou've
always dreamed of. Altow 21-28 days for delivery

Leisure Arts Lid. BULLWORKER Lawrence House, St. Andrews Hill, Norwich NR2 1AD.

Claim your 14

DAY FREE TRIAL HERE

—
Leisure Arts Ltd., BULLWORKER, Dept. BIKR/1041 I

Lawrence House, St. Andrew’s Hill, Norwich NR2 1AD
I [JPlease send me Buflworker X5. If after 14 days | am nol
|| dehghted with the results, | will return it post paid and the

| Allcolour exclusive matter will end right there. Otherwise | will keep it and pay just

96 page Bool £285 plus 95p p&p at end of the frial perod followed by 4
FT N 58 Tll‘lAININGd consecutive manthly payments of £6.60 each. total £29 25 plus
 Lells you all you nee p&p. Or I can save £4.30 by paying £24 95 ptus 95p p&p atend ot 14
| to know 3 nal
ay trial
| Yours FReE TICK BELOW TO SAVE £5.25

even if you decide not to
keep your Bullworker
PUBLISHED AT £2

{1 preter to save £5.25 and enclose cheque/postal order tor
£24.95 (p&p Free) {Payable Bullworken. Full cash refund f

returned in 14 days

[ Crarae v Access: Amencan xgress Barciaycard Diners Club Trusicars

Credi Card holders

I Accout Na wth 2495
SIGNATURE Hyouare

I Credit orders not accepted without signature under 18

I adult must sign
NAME

I {block letters)

I ADDRESS

7 days a waek, N
by phoning 0603 615934 - Post Code
instead of posting coupon [ WS w——— — . ——— — — — - 0523/1787 /0050

THE

i i e s s 1 g N0 GE3088 ENG 1 - ——
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NEWSAGENT
ORDER FORM

If you enjoy reading this
magazine, why not place a
regular order with your
newsagent who will either
put one by for you or
deliver it to your door.
That way, you will be sure
of receiving it just as soon

rI would like to place a regular order

I for The Biker magazine to be:

SUNAMI PRODUCTS arciayeard
14-15 Morden Court Parade aken by
London Road prone
Morden, Surrey SM4 5HJ

TAPER ROLLER HEADRACE SETS

TEL: 01-646-1554
YAMAHA x$250/400/500/650
RD125/200/250/350/400 & LC models.

20
KAWASAKI z400J/500/550/650/750T/900/1000

SUZUKI GT250/380/500/550/750 o
GS400/425/550/750
£11.45 POST PAID

FRONT FORK OILSEAL KITS

HONDA a1 125-900cc road models

KAWASAKI afl 250-1000cc road models O
YAMAHA all 50-750cc  road models & "

DT175MX/XT500

SUZUKI GT185-550 & GS550/750 £2.95 POST FREE

as it is on sale -and you
won’t be in danger of } Delivered Collected
missing out on our special
promotional issues which I
can rapidly sell out at Name ................
many newsagents. I
Fill in the attached form Address . ...... ......... ...
and give it to your local I
newsagent who will be
happy to reserve your I """"
monthly copy.
for sport
YRMANR
SUZUKI for
g transport
Montesa P
Husgvarna T

VALE-ONSLOW

are the people for blkes

104 -116 Stratford Road Sparkbrook Birmingham BII IAW.:
021-772-2577

POWER LEVERS

e N

£4.95 pr POST PAID
SUZUKI GT250/380/500/550/750 GS400/425/550/750/850/1000 X§ X7
YAMAHA RrRD250/350/400 DT125/175 RS100/125

HONDA cB250/360/500 Twins & Superdreams
CB400/500/550/750/900 Fours
CB250RS/CX500/A /CB750KZ

UP-10 CABLE KITS — £11.95 COMPLETE POST FREE

HONDA CB40ON  CX500 Kit includes longer
GL1000 throttle cables, clutch

cable, brake hose

YAMAHA xs750 SUZUKI GS750 KAWASAKI 2900 21000

SPORTS KING &
SEATS QUEEN
Available at SEATS

£35.50
inc. VAT & P&P £49.50 inc VAT & P&P

PHONE: KNOCKHOLT (0959) 32083

HIGHLY POLISHED ALL COLOURS

ﬁ'\ MODUL

EXHAUSTS
=%
HONDA
CB&CD175
CB200
K4, 250T & N

400T & N
£38.54

.

HONDA CX500

I| TRIUMPH, NORTON | 110y

: £45.09
r’ inc. VAT, street legal,

keep stands and ST carb
settings. Good chrome.

all parts for this exhaust
available separately.

C.0.D. SERVICE

82

TRIUMPH T160. T140V

£170.22
TRIUMPH T120V. T140,
TS0V ......... £168.20
NORTON PRE 75 £178.28
NORTON Mk It £225.12
KAWASAKI 21000 Z750

£156.65
KAWASAKI Z65 £156.65
DUCATI .. .. £170.22
BENELLI .. ... £170.22
HONDA 750 ... £156.65

HIGHLY POLISHED

CLIP-ONS £21.75. HEAD
LAMP HOLDERS £16.27.
TOURING BAR
CONVERSION £8.20.
DISC DRILLING £6.25

Special Frames Box Section $/A's, etc.
L/ Link Forks. One-off Exhaust Systems.

STUD WRIST BAND, 4 ROW . £2.30
CBBUCKLE ................. £1.95
BELT WITH PRESS STUDS,

BLACK .......... e £2.50

BELT & BUCKLE ........... £4.30
SIZES FROM 28-45
STUD BELTS, 3ROW ........ £5.95

SIZES FROM 30-38
LARGE POINTED STUDS FOR
JACKETS OR BELTS

50 FOR £1.50, 100 FOR £2.75. 200
FOR £5.
CHEQUES, POs TO:

BELT UP [3MAINSTREET,

UDDINGTON,
LANARKSHIRE, G71 8HY

THE TYPE S2 FOR THE 850-1300ce MACHINE

Stuart Industries, Avis Way Industrial Estate, Newhaven, Sussex BN8 ODP

Tel: 07912 3889

CUMBERNAULD
MOTORCYCLE CENTRE
Mollinsburn
STRATHCLYDE G67 4HN
Tel. GLENBOIG 874734
We Open: 7 days. 8am-8pm.
We Stock: Helmets; Carriers; Manuals; Tools; Cables; Boots;
Sprockets; Chains; Visors; Gaskets; E.B.C. Pads; Cibies;
K&Ns; Tubes; Gloves; etc.
We Can Get: Rebores; Forks Straightened; Action Fours; Keys;

Spares; etc.
We Do: Servicing; Repairs; Insurance Estimates.
We Sell: Quality used bikes.

We Operate: Rescue/Recovery Service Central Scotland
(Call Cum. 33764 out of hours).

We Post: Any item from stock. Manuals £3.55; Chain & Sprockets
S/Dream £21.50; FSIE £10; Z400 £21.80; GT250
£21.50: CD175 £20.30. Batteries: 6N4 £7.80; 12N12
£14.70.

We Are: MIKE PETTY & PETE CAUSER

“IP pEE! T

. SIMPSON Musmz ..
STARWARS | scc macwom or 0

FACE B52495 £ 54-
INTEGRAL (SNELL 1975) | St athor weire 54-95

BLACK or SILYER o
O, NEW GRIFFIN CD /
E sﬁ- nn :t‘;EERA\:w?ESZ“SS €47-95
Pyl cuspman | s o )
=0 Sk gcnues )
__"--u.,\\ w;ﬁg‘;oﬂn‘% £23-95| INTEGRAL BS2495 £39-95 -

BLACK WHITE or RED -

CHECK OUR PRICES- Kiwi k7

EGRAL BS2495 £29-95
D

WE'RE VERY COMPETITIVE! 2 wive o e

HIGH QUALITY
AT LOW PRICES

_ 4 THE APACHE

is made from high quality Black heavy duty
English 'hides’, stud fastened lancer front and
collar, heavy duty ball and chain pockets (5) and
cuffs, built-in kidney belt, double-side straps and
quilted lining. Please state male or female size.
Guys 34°-44" chest. Gals 10-16 Bust.

£41.50

THE SIOUX

This superb value jacket has all the features of
the Apache but has in addition sporty fringed
sleeves and back. Please state male or female
size and fitting. Guys 34''-44"" chest, Gals 10-
16. Bust.

£45.50

4 THE COMANCHE

- is made from high-quality Black heavy duty
English ‘hides’. The Comanche has padded
elbows and shoulders, button-down collar,
built-in kidney belt, double side straps, lancer
crossover heavy duty alloy zip front, baill and
chain pockets and is quilt lined. Please state
male or female size and fitting. Guys 34"'-44"
chest. Gals 10-16. Bust.

Special Price £45.50

Sizes: Guys 34/44 chest;
‘Gals 10/ 16 bust.

Outsizes our speciality (P.0.A )
Prices quoted on request.

Prices quoted includes VAT and P&P SAE with al! enquiries to:

STORM GLADE LEATHERS (B)

9A WOODSEER STREET, LONDON E1. Tel: 01-377 9850.

APRIL 1981
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HONDA °

C50 e
C50 Plain .....
5850 4 Sp
5550 5 Sp

70

cso
CB125/J100 ...

CB125S ..
XL125

SL125

CD175

CB17%

CB200 . . .
CB250/350K
CB250GS
CB250N/T
XL250

XL250S

€B400

CB40ON

CB450

CB500F

€BS00T

CB550 . ...
CB750F1/K6 ...
CB750 F2/K7/KZ
CBX1000

O

Tel. Hornchurch
73802 Windmili Hilt

Tel. Ruishp 34414

Roneo Corner

Ruislip, Middx
Hornchurch. Essex

*BADGES "

Send SAE tor Giant Free List of
Pin-ons, Sew-ons, Stickers,
Keytobs etc.

JEREMY CATON
Sedgwick, Kendal, Cumbric LAS 0JP

=7
N y__________________
ICK *
UBES PERFORMANCE
By POWER PIPES S
'. sviGo - SYSTEMS
Al systems are chargeable st £4.00 per  KAWASAKI TRAWL & ENDURO Models
£/SET / £/8SET 25.88 it T more than ome 2250 £53.00 XL125€ £51.00 ATTENTION
SPRQCKETS 2 SPROCKETS 2 SPROCKETS GT750M 24.50 B w8 paoe by o £64.00 £51.00
& HD CHAIN YAMAHA “ 3 1p cHAIN SUZUKI & HD CHAIN GT7508 2418 iv;lgﬁ\\:ﬁ);:zr!:ﬂ when a price by size and ;?200 vt oo :;‘2%? g1.00 Retail prices
13 2(2) N I arso 12.32 22)7(;30 ig gg Ma:e and Model Rec Retail  Z750E, 4+1 £76.00 XL250/350 are shown
. FS1EA 11.74 GT50 13.60 i 7750 Ltd £76.00 12/3/4 £51.00 ; ;
1362 TY50 1287 ZRS50 1360  GS1000 48.62 ’;f;f,”‘ '{'53'735 7650, 500, 550 £76.00 Kot £65.00 inclusive . of
1402 0150 12.97  Tss0 1395  KAWASAKI cBa0 £27.00 7900 £76.00 XL2508 Twin Port £65.00 VAT at 15%.
. RD50 13.23 FR70 11 62 00 Z1000 £76.00 XT500 £55.00
1295  YB100 11,51 FRBO 11.88 £/SET £81725 SB&J a2 All four strok
... 1575  RS$100 1456 A100 1488 2 SPROCKETS CB & CD175, 200 £a0.00  svauw e Tee0 rome e
... 1588  DT100 1736 8120 14.34 & HD CHAIN X6 250 & 350 £4E00  Gshso £76.00 $P400 £58.00 systems are
18.62 RS125 14.87 GPi00 18.25 KE100 15.32 G5 250 & 360 £45.00 68750 £76.00 DRI70 £58.00 2into 1
1656 ADI2s 1618 15100 1880  KE125 18,51 €J 250 & 360 14500 gs1000 £76.00 OR400 £68.00 3into 1, or
. RD125DX 16.18 TS125 20.36 KH126 17.76 CB250 & 4007 £54.00 EXPANSION CHAMBERS . '
1865  DT125 16,18 GP125 1787 KS125 1850 CB250 & 400N gsagp MR (6000 YAMAHA 4into 1, etc.
ﬂg; DT175 ... 15,30 GT125 19 46 KE175 17.76 €B400 F2 £76.00 ’ FS1E £22.08 All
- DT175MX 17.95 RV125 18.92 KS 8500 £76.00  pmw £64.00 prices are
19.42 RS200 16.20 15185 2014 175 17.80 MW, RO200 !
CBESD FRK £76.00 RS100 & chr
21.88  RD200 16.30  GT185 2014 7200 .. 2150 ¢B750 F&K £76.00 A 10077 £72.00 SUZUKI . for chrome
2188  RD200DX 1671 7200 2124 KH250 26.36 8750 KT 6400 RgO/T (1200 AP50 £22.00 finish systems.
23.00 RD250. 350 21.30 GT200 19.68 2250 20.80 ' ! GT185 Cmp-W. Downpipe £68.00
2300  RD2500X 2215 GT250M .. 2191 KHA400 2434 YAMAHA 0 MO0 /GUZZt TRADE
27.40  RD250DXE 2322 GT250A/B/C 2295  KZ400 . ............ 2350 XS250 £4s.00 V50 £64.00 HONDA ENQUIRIES
22.00  RD250/350LC 2275 X7250 22.50  Z500/560 ...... ... 2515 Xs400 £45.00 850 Le/MANS 67 U0 MB50 C/W
2250 DT250/400MX 24.05  SB200 ............ 19.68 KH500 2532 XS500 Oval Port £69.00 Le/ Downs 25.00 WELCOME
2110 DT250/400 2232 TS5250K/L/M 2324 2650 2371 Xs650 £59.00 858713 £67.00 ownpipe ‘
22.80°  X5250/500 - 23.38 T5250B/C 23.75 2750 24.30
20.33 RD400DX 22.15 GY350M . ......... 2316 750 HZ 30 38
22.65  XS400 22.77 GT350A/B .......... 23.15 2900 48.50 .
... 31.20  XT500 25.00 GS400/425 24 20 21000 50 50
50.40  XS650 24.36 GT500 21.34
48 50 GT650 ......... 22.06
Al prices include Packing, Post & VAT — no extras. Separate items are available from our huge
or write. Also good range of competition chains and sprockets in stock. Send Cash, ALL CHAINS m suzuKl E JOE FRANCIS

stocks — phone

PQOs. Cheques to:

SUPPLIED IN OUR
SETS ARE WEST
GERMAN HEAVY

DUTY TYPE

SPARES

Tel Ruishp 74508

4 Parkway
sc‘vx'cou RuishpManor
Middlesex

These fairings comte complete with fittings
Fit straight on using standard footrests and

MOTORS LTD

340 FOOTSCRAY RD. NEW ELTHAM, SES
Teiephone 850 1373

WE ARE 160% AMC

with the largest comprehensive

DIGBY MOTORS

Main Dealers for
BATAVUS, CASAL, FANTIC, GARELLI
GILERA. K.T.M., MALAGUTI, N.V.T
PEUGEOT, PUCH. VESPA, JAWA (CZ)
MOBYLETTE

497 Northolt Rd, South Harrow,
iddx
Tel: 01-422 3527

A CLEAR PLASTIC COATING

hghts. Ace bars must be fitted.
To fit the following models:

range in the country, 24-hour
COD  service. NORTON,
MATCHLESS, AJS, JAMES and

The Absolute Rust Proofer — Makes Polishing Unnecessary

CPC s a clear liquid plastic which forms a tough invisible
coating over paintwork, chrome, alloys and bright steel to seal
out the weather. Prevents fading or tarnishing of polished
metals. One coat easily applied by brush adds a high gloss to
paintwork and gives effective protection against rust, salts,
petroi, oil and scratches. CPC is non-yellowing, does not flake
or crack and is free flowing so it leaves no brush marks. Keeps
chrome and alloy parts sparkling bright and preserves your hike
in showrcom condition for many years.
As it 1s unatfected by oil, petrol, Gunk or temperatures up 1o
100 degrees centigrade it is useful for engirie casings
or areas where oil and petrol collect

Send £9.75 inc post and VAT for 1 litre kit

Dept T SCIENTIFIC COATINGS

16 VICTORIA DRIVE, HORSFORTH, LEEDS 18

GENUINE SUZUKI
EXCHANGE CRANKSHAFTS
Large stocks, keenest price
Immediate despatch, CWO service.
Honda and Yamaha recon.,

serv.,reboring and pistons supplied.
Donington Motorcycies,
Bondgate, Castle Donington.
Tel: (0332) 811417 0r 811126

50-PAGE CATALOGUE!
Containing over 1200 items of
Motorcycle Accessories, Clothing, Tools,
Extractors, Pullers. etc. Nuts, Boits,
Books, Manuals, e1c, etc
Send 50p for your copy — no postage
stamp required
C. HALL, FREEPOST. DEPT BIK,
THE GATE HOUSE, GRANGE ROAD,
'BROMLEY CROSS, BOLTON BL7 9YZ
Tei: (0204) 52405

@8 your nsurance pro ems
Best Prices — Instaiments
ALL CASES CONSIDERED
Cover arranged at Lloyds
Upto 70% NC B
H&W. Christie Lid., (Dept. B),
Christie Buildings, Crowcroft Park,
Stockport Road, Manchester, M12
4QR. Tek: 061-224 0416

ANY NAME OR
SLOGAN ADD 70P
o -
P page anual +
-+ 50p PEP or sand for free leatiet.
- Mechanical Services Ltd.,
W28 Beimont Road, Bolton. Lancs
Bt Tel: Bolton (0204) 58434,
Stockists Nationwsde — See Yellow Pages
»
O

-y

Yamaha RD125-200-250-400
X$250/400

SUZUKI

£73.40 +

Suzuki X5
200-GT250-X7250 GSX 250

£4.00 Carriage

+ VAT. Yotal
Honda 250K 1-4 Superdream £89.00.
250-400. 400/4
Kawasak: 250-400 Triples TRADE

Suzuki GS550-750-850-1000 £93.80

SUPPLIED

A range of racing fairings and seats from 50cc to Formula
One. Aiso front guards, expansion chambers, rear sets

Ace Bars £6.33, Clip-Ons £12.65

TIMING KITS

INC. DIAL GAUGE
MULTITESTER ADAPTOR

—

s
=
j==s==

APRIL 1981

ik

-

ONLY £22.50 =we

F. BARNETT.

CLOSED ALL DAY MONDAY

COLOUR RANGE
AVAILABLE

Reg Design No 955335

YAMAHA
CHAIN CONVERSION

N |
o -

it

ONLY £19.98

For YR5 — YD37 —RD250 & RD350
14 to 17 ENGINE SPROCKET 40
TOOTH REAR WHEEL

Inc VAT &
P&P

MOTORCYCLES CUT COSTS

S0cc......£249 125cc
1680, e £366 250cc

YAMAHA —

SPARES

COD & POSTAL
SPARES SERVICE

WELCOME

o
| —

Moto-Morini — Puch —
Jawa-CZ — Yamaha —
Batavus — Nolan Helmets
— Spares & Repairs —
MoT. Contact:
MICK BRIDGE M'Cs
206 Derby Road
Chestertield. Tel: 76116

HONDA XL125 Trall Bike 1976, 12,000
miles. Many new parts including chain
sprackets cam chain, exhaust. etc Plus
Renthals. triais seat and enduro headlamp
Spares include bars. seat, sprockets and
Preston Petty ‘guards. £275.00. Keith
Seume, 01-928-3388, ext: 257

DEAR BIKER, YAMAHA DT175. T Reg.,
‘79, v.g.c.. 2,800 miles. £475 o.n.o
Leather jacket, size 34, hardly worn, £30.
Kiwi helmet. small, £10. Boots, size 5, £7
J-R exhaust. new, £20. 'Phone: 01-701
4422

PHILLIPS TRANSFERS.
Also Metal and Cloth Badges
Tacket, Stud. etc. Send 40p & S.AE
For bumper bundle ot Transfers and price

hst
WICKFORD, ESSEX.

™ 85
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MAIL ORDER
ADVERTISING

British Code of
Advertising Practice

Advertisements in this publica-
tion are required to conform to
the British Code of Advertising
iPractice. In respect of mail order
advertisements where money is
paid in advance, the code re-
quires advertisers to fulfil orders
within 28 days, unless a longer
delivery period is stated. Where
goods are returned undamaged
within seven days, the
purchaser’'s money must be
refunded. Please retain proof of
postage/despatch, as this may
be needed.

Mail Order Protection
Scheme

If you order goods from Mail
Order advertisements in this
magazine and pay by post in
advance of delivery The Biker
will consider  you for
compensation if the Advertiser
should become insolvent or
bankrupt, provided:

(1) You have not received the
goods or had your money
returned; and

{2) You write to the Publisher of
The Biker summarising the
situation not earlier than 28
days from the day you sent your
order and not later than two
months from that day.

Please do not wait until the last
moment to inform us. When you
write, we will tell you how to
make your claim and what
evidence of payment is required.

We guarantee to meet claims
from readers made in
accordance with the above
procedure as soon as possible
after the Advertiser has been
declared bankrupt or insolvent
(up to a limit of £4,400 per
annum for any one Advertiser so
affected and up to £13,200 per
annum in respect of all insolvent
Advertisers. Claims may be paid
for higher amounts, or when the
above procedure has not been
complied with, at the discretion
of The Biker; but we do not
guarantee to do so in view of the
need to set some limit to this
commitment and to learn quickly
of readers’ difficuities.)®

This guarantee covers only
advance payment sent in direct
response to an advertisement in
this magazine (not, for example,
payment made in response to
catalogues etc, received as a
result of answering such
advertisements). Classified
advertisements are excluded.

FIVE

TREATMENT

PROTECT
YOUR INVESTMENT
WITH THE FINEST
QUALITY TANK
COVERS ON THE
MARKET

T

EQTOﬂTANI( COVERS

% Each individually made for you by
motor cycle enthusiasts

% In tough reinforced vinyl, with

% Cotton/nylon non-absorbent
integral lining. No spongy lining to
hold water which can cause
damage.

% Durable braided nylon drawcord to
ensure skin-tight fit. No elastic —
to perish.

% Choose your own colour: Black,
white, red, blue, yellow, brown,

Free gold insignia (optional).

uns ms 100
numerous to list,
PRICE LIST
BMW Series 5, 6, 7, R90S .... £18.40
BMWR45/656 .............. £20.70
HONDA, virtually ali models, under
490cc .o e ... £13.80
Over .. ..oiiiiiiiiiiniin, £18.40
YAMAHA, virtually all modeis, under
480cc . .. e ... £13.80
Over ... ... iue £18.40
LC £18.40
SUZUKI, virtually all models, under
490cc i e £13.80
Qver ..o £18.40
KAWASAKI, virtually all models,
under490cc .............. £13.80
OVBr v £18.40
DUCATI, virtually atl models, under
490cc e £13.80
Over ...,
Except for 800 GTS and DARMAH
£20.70
MOTO-GUZZI TS350  ...... £13.80
MOTO-GUZZi Le Mans .. £18.40
MOTO-GUZZI V50/35 . £20.70
MOTO-GUZ2I T3 California ... £20.70

LAVERDA 760 SF3, 1200 Mirage, Jota,
10003CL/3CL .. . 0

VINCENTHRD .............. £18.40
VELOCETTE 32 & 4% galls ... £18.40
BENELLIG .............. X

BSA-A10, B20, A65/50 .
SUNBEAM S7 & S8 ...
MORINI 350 & Sport
MZ TS 250 Super 5, TS 1 .
CZUAWA 250 .. ...........
NORTON & TRIUMPH, most models,
please enquire.

SEAT COVERS for most of above £14.38
Please deduct £2 if ordering with tank
cover AND SAVE!

TALL FAIRING COVERS

SUZUKI GS 1000, GS550, 750,

400, GS450. ... ..ivihiiiiinn £2.88
KAWASAKI, all large models and Z650
£2.88
HONDA CBX, CB250RS £2.88
LAVERDAS ..........c04 ... £2.88
Sample pack of cloth refunded with any
order 50p

All prices include VAT,
Post and Packing 95p
Trade enquiries welcoms.

TECTOR TANK COVERS
DEPT. T5.
Lochgoilhead, Argylishire,

Scotland, PA24 8AH

l Tel: 03013 234 ,

ADVERTISERS INDEX
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A.B.C. Clothing 60
Andover Norton 2
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' RACING OR TOURING SUIT K16 (left) Superb cut, stylish streamlingd fit. Tailored from fine quality
hand selected, deep dyed hides. Cotton lined. ACU approved. Stock colours: Red / Black / White trim;
Med. Blue/Navy /White trim. Other combinations of your choice to order £149.95 post free 34-44in
chest. Also K17 {right) as above but in a different design. £139.95 post free

r

SUPER HUNTER COMMANDGC BOOTS 224C Made from high
quality black leather with solid cleated *‘commando’” military style soles
and heels. Heavyweight black zips with toe and ankle straps. Sizes:
8-12 £35.29 p p. and ms. £1.00. Also 223C as above but wool hned
throughout £42.95 p.p. and ns. £1.00

i+,

OSLO GLOVES 833 Brand new touring gloves manufa(_:lure(j
from hand selected hides. Inset " panels, el

wrist for snug fit, zipper cuff opening, reinforced arm and neat
pocket in cuff for keys. loose change. Thick warm pile lining
throughout. Sizes 7%2-10Y2. £16.95. p.p. & ins. 90p.

JACKET K14 Latest super design crafted from high quality deep
dyed hides, for years of protective wear. Luxurious quilted body
lining. Adjustable waist. Red/Black: White/Navy: Med.
Blue Navy. £89.95 post free. Sizes. 34in-44in chest JEANS K15
10 match K14 above. with smart ining. Sizes. 28in-42in warst
28in-33in legs €71.95 post free

»

STAR LIGHTNING JACKET 392. Latest super 4 pocket jacket in
hand selected leather with smart quilted shoulder aqd elbow pa(?s
Black, Red or Blue. Sizes: 34in-44in chest. Ladies or Gent's.

£69.95 post free

TRACKMASTER COMMANDO
BOOTS 195MKI! Heavy duty
everyday unlined boot with heavy
duty side zippers. Fitted cleated
commando soles and steel internal
reinforcement shanks. 16%in high.
Sizes: 6-11. £36.25. p.p. & ins
£1.00

Lewis Leathers boots are
built to last and the soles
are repairable by good
local boot repairers.

New! /

LONDON
120/122 Great Portland Street.
WIA

{Tei: 01-636 4314/5)

e

L

> |

AUTOBAHN SUIT 416. One-piece touring suit in selected
deep dyed supple leather with diamond padding at shoulders,
eibows, knees and hips. Convenient pockets, zippered back
gussett and lined throughout with knitted nylon. in Black, Red
or Blue. Sizes: Ladies 34""-38" Bust. Gents 347'-44" Chest.
£99.95 Post Free. Or easy terms. Also 416H, as above but in
HIDE, £124.95 post free

N

MONZA JACKET DS446 Tailored from hand selected solid
LEATHER. Extra long body length. Quilted padding at shoulders
and elbows. Lancer front with cross zip. Quilted lining. In Black,
Red or Blue. Sizes: 34in-44in chest. Ladies or Gent's. £75.95

post free
Also SUPER MONZA 445 similar style and fitting as above but i/
quality HIDE. Yellow, Blue, Navy. Red or Black. Swzes 34in - n

chest, Ladies or Gents. £92.95 post free

IMPORTANT. If you cannot visit one of our four showrooms
you can obtain prompt mail order service by addressing your
order to D. Lewis Ltd., Dept. TB, 120-122 Great Portiand
Street, London, W1A 2DL. Pay by cheque, postal order, money
order or Giro a/c No. 52 210 0007. Access or Barclaycard
also accepted, simply quote © number when writing or
telephoning 01-636 4314 refund guarantee. All prices
incl

BIRMINGHA

124 Edgbaston Street,
Bull Ring Centre
(Tel: 021-643 7006)

The Lewis Leath logue is kod from cover to cover
with an enormous range plus the finest value obtsinable
today. Get your copy now. Send 25p in stamps for postage.
atc. and get full deteils of designs, styles, prices and easy
terms. Send to D. Lewis Ltd., Dept. T8, 120 Great Portiand
Street, London, WA 2DL.

£

r———
e e B

SHEFFIELD

135 The Moor
(Tel: 0742 26168)

BURNLEY

Devonshire Road, Burniey, Lancs
(Tel: 0282 38855)
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DANGER: H.M. Government Health Departments WARNING:
CIGARETTES CAN SERIOUSLY DAMAGE YOUR HEALTH
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